
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

The Hall Board has resumed 
meeting on the first Tuesday of the 
month, outside, at 7:00 pm, and you 
are welcome to join us. In virtual news, 
we want to acknowledge the incredible 
work of the 2021 Bryson-Hesperia Calendar Committee and 
their effort to make the photos available online. Hopefully 
you participated in that enjoyable experience, a catalyst to 
the actual production of the calendar. Watch this newsletter 
for details on how to purchase your highly collectible copy 
of the finished product.

At their August meeting, the Board put in motion a 
plan to present the Hesperia Hall Quilt Show, as well as 
the raffle, in the same virtual manner. Meg Hontos has an 
article within with details on that, and there is more to come 
in the October newsletter.

I sometimes get sentimental in this space about the 
emotional rewards of being a member of the Hesperia Hall 
community. This month, however, I want to emphasize one 
of the practical benefits —a discounted rate for emergency 
helicopter transport. Many years ago, Board Treasurer 
Lois Lindley researched this service and organized the 
Hall’s participation. A specific number of households were 
required to join in order to qualify for the discount. We 
qualified and have never looked back.

The program, CalStarAir Medical Services, has since 
expanded and become part of www.AirMedCareNetwork.com 
with 320 locations across thirty-eight states. There is no out-
of-pocket-expense for emergency transport if you are flown 
by any helicopter service within this network. With the 
Hesperia Hall discount, an annual membership costs $65.00 
per household rather than $85.00. You can apply online or 

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.  

Due to the pandemic, Hesperia Hall’s potluck 
dinners, typically scheduled for the third Friday of 
each month, are suspended until social gathering 
in groups is once again deemed safe. Until then, to 
protect yourself and others, wear your masks, wash 
your hands often, and observe social distancing.

The Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

Academic year 2020-2021 is getting underway, so our 
eleven recipients are registering, collecting their awards, 
adapting to the challenges of online classes with some in 
person academic activities. We received many wonderful 
thank you notes from our students expressing their sincere 
appreciation for the financial and emotional support from 
our community in these difficult times. Local high schools 
are underway as well, so remember to support our local 
students in building the foundation for higher education 
pursuits.  

We thank Mirl Moraza for her very generous donation 
in memory of her aunt, Maxine Cozby. Also, thanks to the 
Comstock family for donating a tractor-pulled rototiller 
and to John Saulsbury for selling it on Craigslist with 
all proceeds going to the Hall Scholarship Program. We 
received an anonymous donation in memory of Jean Lewey, 
who was such an interesting, active, humorous, beloved 
member of our community for over forty years.  She will be 
sorely missed, but well remembered.

If you would like to support the program by purchasing 
Scholarship Quilt Raffle tickets, send a check of any size 
made out to Hesperia Hall (quilt tickets on memo line) to Ed 
Buntz, 2527 Smith Road, Bradley, CA 93426; please provide 
a phone number so we can notify you when your winning 
ticket is drawn on October 25. Tickets are 25 for $20 or 6 for 
$5.You will also be notified directly once your check arrives 
and the tickets are added to the drawing receptacle.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall 
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college 
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

ask for a mail-in application at (844) 328-5405.
On that note, be well. Do your best to not need the 

transport while having peace of mind and pocketbook in 
case you do. See you next month with more, of something.
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Calendar Committee Report
by Jean Thompson

Voting is complete and the calendar elves are working 
feverishly to get 2021 calendars finished in time for the big 
reveal on October 25 in conjunction with the drawing for 
the winning raffle ticket for the quilt. Calendars will be 
available at the produce exchange on any Sunday, so get 
out your decoder rings and come down to the Hall, same 
Hall time, same Hall channel.  

See you at the Hall.

The Really, Truly HOME Bureau
by Meg Hontos

In ordinary times, the Home Bureau meets at Hesperia 
Hall to work on donation quilts on the first and third 
Wednesdays of every month. In these extraordinary days 
of COVID, we’ve had to find creative ways to continue the 
activities that enrich our lives while keeping everyone safe. 
Back in March, under the direction of Kate Snell, community 
quilters began sharing their projects via email from home. 
Along with the photos of sewing projects come updates 
on gardens, talk of good books, and news of weddings 
and new babies. The semi-monthly updates have kept us 
connected as well as inspired us to continue our quilting.

The annual quilt show held in September has 

traditionally been the showcase for the group’s individual 
projects. This year’s offering will be virtual, with photos 
posted on the http://www.hesperiahall.com/ site beginning at 
the end of September. Entries will be displayed through 
October 31 in conjunction with the Scholarship Quilt Raffle 
Drawing, which is planned to be live-streamed on Sunday, 
October 25, from the Hall Produce Exchange. Stay tuned for 
more information on that event in the October newsletter.

If you are a local quilter who would like to participate 
in the virtual quilt show, photos of your quilt(s) may be 
emailed to bryan@hesperiahall.com between September 1 
and September 30, 2020. Please submit color photographs as 
high-resolution digital files and include your name, phone 
number, title, and a brief discussion of your quilt/project. If 
you have any questions or would like the Home Bureau to 
photograph and enter your submission, please contact Meg 
Hontos at margarethontos@gmail.com.

Free Fishing - No License Day
by Rich Lingor

Have you ever felt the excitement of watching your 
bobber suddenly jiggle, then dive out of sight? Or felt the 
tap-tap-tap of a bass as it tastes the worm on the end of your 
line? Or had a salmon practically tear the rod out of your 
hands as it smashes your lure? What’s that? You say you 
never learned to fish?

If you are new to the sport of fishing and not sure if 
you will enjoy it, a great opportunity awaits you. California 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) offers two Free 
Fishing Days each year. On these days, you can fish without 
a sport fishing license. Free Fishing Days provide a great, 
low-cost way to give fishing a try. Some CDFW Regions 
offer Fishing in the City programs where you can go fishing 
in the middle of major metropolitan areas, perhaps just a 
few blocks from your home. Fishing in the City and Free 
Fishing Day clinics are designed to educate novice anglers 
about fishing ethics, fish habits, effective methods for 
catching fish, and fishing tackle. You can even learn how to 
clean and prepare your catch so you can enjoy it for dinner 
that night.

Our next free Fishing Day is Saturday, September 5. No 
license is required. While all fishing regulations, such as bag 

Wood Splitters Requested
by Ed Buntz

We extend warmest thanks to the generous anonymous 
donor that delivered a large, beautiful stack of oak firewood 
to the Hall. The rounds are large and need to get split down 
to reasonable sizes for Hall wood stove and barbecue pit 
usage. If you are willing to assist, please call Ed at (805) 
472-2070 or Collin at (805) 610-5422. Volunteer labor with 
mauls and wedges or a mechanical splitter are welcome. 
The job of splitting and stacking in the wood cage should be 
accomplished in a couple of hours with just a few helpers. 
Although large Hall gatherings will resume at an unknown 
date in the future, we want to be ready whenever that 
occurs. Once we hear from volunteers, we will coordinate 
the date/time and set up an appropriate socially-distanced 
plan for completing the project.
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Our Community Changes: Longtime Bryson-Hesperia 
friends, Jo Geary and Betty Hopkins, had a chance to 
hang out at Produce Exchange and say goodbye to one 
another and the Hall. Jo returned to England on August 
8. Betty’s property sold. photo by Jean Thompson

and size limits, gear restrictions, report card requirements, 
fishing hours, and stream closures remain in effect, on these 
two days each year, anyone can fish without purchasing a 
fishing license. If you would like to take your kids fishing 
and not have to worry about your own license, this could 
be the day for you.

SMCERTA Report
by Carla Martinez

Get ready to Shake Out! It’s the 2020 Great California 
ShakeOut! International ShakeOut Day is always the 
third Thursday of October (this year: October 15). While 
COVID-19 has brought many uncertainties and challenges, 
one thing is for sure: ShakeOut is still happening this year! 
As always, you can hold your #ShakeOut drill when and 
where you want. Participating is a great way for your 
family to be prepared to survive and recover quickly from 
big earthquakes, wherever you live, work, or travel. South 
Monterey County Emergency Response Team Association 
(SMCERTA) members will be practicing an earthquake drill 
wherever they find themselves. We will have a radio net and 
encourage all amateur radio operators to check in on the net 
using W6FM repeater and report who you’re with and your 
location. Last year we had over thirty participants, and we 
hope to have even more this year. Mark your calendar, set 
an alarm on your cell phone, and let’s see if we can double 
our 2019 numbers. The Shakeout will commence at 10:15 
am on October 15.

We hope everyone is staying healthy and safe during 
this pandemic. With social distancing in mind, SMCERTA 
held its first ZOOM meeting in August.  It was successful 
and we will continue meeting on ZOOM until our meeting 
houses are once again available.  If you’d like to join us 
during a meeting, all you need to do is respond to the 
link that is contained in the meeting reminder emails you 
receive if you’re on SMCERTA’s mailing list. If you don’t 
receive our meeting notifications and would like to, please 
contact me at carla@andrewpeterson.com.

It’s been a busy summer and we’re surviving these really 
hot days. We look forward to seeing you at our monthly 
meetings held on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 
pm. Stay cool, and we hope to see you in September.
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Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch
by Jean Thompson

Fomalhaut is the loneliest star, is also known as the 
Autumn Star. Its claim to fame in the astronomical world 
is that it was the first star with a visible exoplanet. It was 
the first extrasolar planet visible to the eye in photographic 
images. Verified real by Hubble in 2012, it recently was 
named by the International Astronomical Union as Dragon, 
a Semitic deity that was half man and half fish. 

Fomalhaut is part of the faint constellation Piscis 
Austrinus, the Southern Fish. It’s part of a round pattern 
of stars, supposedly the open mouth of the fish, but don’t 
expect to see a fish in these stars. The name Fomalhaut 
derives from the Arabic Fum al Hut, meaning Mouth of the 
Fish. Strangely, another Arabic title for the star means The 
First Frog.

According to Richard Hinckley Allen, Fomalhaut was 
one of the four guardians of the heavens to the ancient 
Persians, and given the name of Hastorang. (The other 
guardians were Aldebaran in Taurus, Antares in Scorpius, 
and Regulus in Leo.) Allen also says that Fomalhaut was 
a source of worship at the temple of Demeter at Eleusis in 
ancient Greece. In about 2500 B.C., Fomalhaut helped mark 
the location of the winter solstice, meaning that it helped 
to define the location in the sky where the sun crossed the 
meridian at noon on the first day of winter. 

Fomalhaut is the widest known triple star system, 
consisting of Fomalhaut A, B, and C. Fomalhaut C is a red 
dwarf star, the most common type of star in the universe. 
Fomalhaut B is an orange dwarf star about three-fourths the 
mass of our Sun, and A is the eighteenth brightest star in 
our night sky.  

From the vantage point of a hypothetical planet orbiting 
Fomalhaut C, Fomalhaut A would appear to be a brilliant 
white star nine times brighter than Sirius (the brightest 
star in our night sky) appears from Earth, similar to the 
typical brightness of the planet Venus. Fomalhaut B would 
appear to be an otherwise unremarkable bright orangish 
star similar in brightness to Polaris. The age of the trio is 

about 440 million years, roughly a tenth the age of our solar 
system. 

Fomalhaut A is also the eighteenth brightest star visible 
in our night sky and one of the few stars with both a directly 
imaged exoplanet and a dusty debris disk. The famous star 
has been featured in science fiction novels by writers Isaac 
Asimov, Stanislaw Lem, Philip K. Dick, and Frank Herbert..

Things to Watch for in the Night Sky:
Sept. 22 Autumnal Equinox 6:31 am. Year’s fastest  
 sunsets. 2.75 minutes. Solstice 3.25 minutes
Sept. 23-26 Moon, Jupiter, and Saturn
Sept. 26 Mercury and Spica Look west just after  
 sunset for the pair Mercury above.
Sept. 28-30 Look for Fomalhaut. At about 8 to 9 p.m.,  
 you’ll find Fomalhaut peeking out at you just  
 above the southeast horizon. 
October 1 Harvest Moon
October 2 Look for Mars and Moon
October 6 Mars closest to Earth. Look east early  
 evening for the best view of the red planet  
 for another 15 years.
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Cooking from the Garden 
by Kate Snell

Okra thrives in 
the heat. Therefore, it 
loves Bryson Hesperia. 
Insects also love okra, 
especially ants, so 
be prepared with 
diatomaceous earth, 
tanglefoot, or other 
remedies, including a good attitude. Place seed in the 
ground in spring, after the fear of frost, in well prepared 
soil. The plants are very ornamental with shapely leaves and 
beautiful blossoms. Pick the pods while small and young, 
before they get tough and stringy. I like okra pickled, in 
gumbo, and especially fried. Rabid okra fans like them 
boiled, but they can be slimy. Below is a recipe told to me 
by Ed Buntz’s mother, native of Peacock, Texas.

Okra Fritters
Approximately 1 cup cornmeal
2 beaten eggs 
1 ½ cups okra cut into ½” rounds
Generous amounts of salt and ground pepper
¼ tsp. cayenne pepper (optional)
3 Tbsps. vegetable oil

Beat eggs in a bowl. Slowly add cornmeal to eggs while 
stirring until a loose paste forms, similar in consistency to 
spackle. You may have leftover cornmeal or need to add 
a little more to get the right texture. Mix in okra, salt, and 
pepper to taste and cayenne if you prefer. Pour vegetable 
oil into frying pan on medium heat. Drop ½ cup okra batter 
into oil and brown for 2 to 3 minutes, until crisp and brown. 
Flip fritters over to other side and fry for 2 to 3 minutes 
more. Serve with additional salt.

Variations: You may add chopped onion, red bell 
pepper, or cooked sausage to mixture. Some batters call 
for white flour and baking powder added to the cornmeal, 
which give a more pancake-like fritter. I prefer the strong 
okra/cornmeal experience myself.

Adorable and Adoptable
by Nicole Kemp 

Are you ready for a new best friend? Maui, a possibly 
one- to three-year-old Chihuahua mix, just wants to gaze at 
you with those beautiful eyes and thank you for rescuing 
him from the county shelter where he spent thirty-nine 
days after being dumped in Soledad. He plays well with 
other dogs and is currently being fostered in a home with 
six other dogs. Mostly he yearns for human attention and 
interaction. He’s smart and eager to please, highly trainable 
with just a little effort. He’s learning basic commands from 
his foster family and would be a quick study on mastering 
tricks. If you are interested, please reach out to me at (831) 
320-6971. Maui is neutered, micro chipped, and up-to-date 
on shots.

On a separate note, I still have barn cats and indoor cats 
or kittens available for adoption. They also come spayed/
neutered and with a rabies shot. 
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Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

Nacimiento’s spotted 
and white bass have 
been providing steady to 
spectacular action. Any 
reaction bait resembling 
a shad has been a fun tool 
for interacting with these 
feisty critters. Getting out 
to the water to test the 
fishing in August means 
dodging excessive heat 
by picking rare shifts 
in our local weather or 
adjusting fishing times 
to cooler morning time or evening. Mid-day temperatures 
can be more than uncomfortable.

Some of our warmest days could make rocks sweat. 
Early rising anglers can enjoy some of the best moments our 
lakes have to  offer, especially before the buzzing personal 
watercraft operators emerge from their nests. Swarms of 
these invasive species have a knack for instantly altering an 
otherwise peaceful environment. Look for the final surge of 
these critters to fade as the calendar eases past Labor Day.

As the days march through September, expect good 
things as nighttime cooling makes surface temperatures 
more comfortable for the forage minnows that make up 
the driving force for the activity level of the game fish that 
depend on them. The fall migration of these temperature 
sensitive minnows will be the straw that stirs the drink as 
feeding frenzies within the reach of opportunistic anglers 
typically become more frequent. As summer’s heat loses 
its grip, anglers can enjoy more days of temperate and 
comfortable conditions as well.

Tight Lines!

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

These are days of constantly changing news and 
situations, and the True Life Youth Group is still trying 
to navigate how we will be meeting and supporting one 
another and growing as we head into September and youth 
resume school with at home distance learning. At the time 
of writing this we don’t have a clear picture of how we will 
continue to strengthen and grow together with the limits 
on gathering in person, nor how Hume Lake will fall out. 
Feel free to call us for details or check in with the True Life 
Christian Fellowship Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
truelifecf) as September unfolds.

Thanks to all for your prayers and support for our 
youth in these times. Much of our 

normal life may have turned upside down, but their 
needs have not.

The Puzzler
For the largest ever edition of News from the Hall, the 

Blueprinter used eight large sheets folded in half and nested. 
The first sheet contained pages 1, 2, 31, and 32. What other 
pages would be printed on the sheet with page 25?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
You must work from right to left to figure out that 9376 

is the only possible answer. This problem is easier than it 
at first appears. It must end in 1,5, or 6 for starters. John K., 
and Ed B were the only takers.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer.
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The Scholarship Pine Burr Raffle Quilt with Chuck, Nicole, Beth and Candi. 
Raffle tickets are available; winning ticket will be drawn on October 25, 2020
Tickets are 25 for $20 or 6 for $5. Send a check of any amount made out to Hesperia Hall (Write Quilt Tickets on 

memo line) to Ed Buntz, 2527 Smith Road, Bradley, CA 93426; please provide a phone number so we can notify you 
when your winning ticket is drawn in October. You will be notified directly once your check arrives and the tickets are 
added to the drawing receptacle. Tickets are also available at the Hall each Sunday from 11:00am to 1:00pm. 
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September Calendar Highlights
 September
 1 Board Meeting 7pm
 3 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm 
 5 Free Fishing Day
  Home Bureau (email)
 6 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 7 Labor Day
 9 California Admissions Day
 10 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm
 13 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 14 SMCERTA at Hall 7:15pm 
 16 Home Bureau (email)
 17 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm
 20 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 24 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm
 27 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
October
 1 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harding Center 5-7pm 
 4 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 6 Board Meeting 7pm
 7 Home Bureau (email)
 8 Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm
 11 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 12 Columbus Day 
  Indigenous People Day
  SMCERTA at St. Luke’s 7:15pm
 15 ShakeOut Day 10:15am
  Lockwood Produce Exchange,  
  at Harden Center 5-7pm
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2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters; president@hesperiahall.com
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Candice McGregor
Directors – Bryan Cogdell , Margaret Hontos, Rupert Lyle , Jean Thompson, Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Candi McGregor, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.


