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News from the Board 
by The Editors 

As all Bryson-Hesperians are keenly aware, because 
of our harrowing encounter with the Chimney Fire, 
much has changed since the deadline for submitting 
articles for this September issue of News from the Hall. 
Hesperia Hall Foundation Board President Collin Riley, 
who usually waits until after the monthly potluck to 
write in this space, instead heeded the better part of 
reason and evacuated before the threat of oncoming fire, 
ensuring the safety and well-being of his family; we 
applaud him for that. When we saw Collin at the 
Lockwood Community Center, he offered to write 
nonetheless, but, given the circumstances, we thought it 
too much of a reach. There was already enough on his 
plate. He will be back for the October issue. 

Needless to say, the impact of this fire experience 
has been profound and eye opening for our entire 
community. Certainly, the high regard in which we hold 
our firefighters has been monumentally amplified. Their 
herculean and highly professional efforts have focused 
the true meaning of what it is to be a public servant. We 
believe it safe to say on the community’s behalf that they 
have earned our unreserved and heartfelt gratitude and 
admiration. 

As we return to the new normal of our post-fire 
lives, we think it fitting that we document the 
traumatizing fire experience from which we are all 
emerging. Rains will bring back the grass and 
wildflowers, the passage of time will largely heal the  

The next Hesperia Hall potluck, hosted by the Home 
Bureau, begins at 7:00 pm on Friday, September 16. This 
will be the annual Quilt Show potluck, with the show 
itself beginning at 2:00 pm and lasting until 9:00. Bring a 
dish to share and come enjoy the display of quilts made 
by and/or belonging to your friends and neighbors. 

scars to our land, and, because we humans are resilient 
critters, this whole episode will become part of our life 
stories, no doubt with some tall tales among them. For 
now, however, and for our next issue, we invite you to 
write a brief account —just a few lines— telling us what 
you did, where you found yourself during the 
evacuation, whatever seems to you most salient about 
your personal experience. We will publish a 
representative sampling if not all, but we do encourage 
you to share. The Chimney Fire of 2016 is now part of 
our in-common Bryson-Hesperia history. 

Please send your submissions to 
bwhallnews@gmail.com or mail to B. Walters, 53075 
Smith Road, Bradley, CA 93426. 

On behalf of our community, News from the Hall 
offers a heartfelt thank you to all the individuals, 
agencies, and entities that contributed to the massive 
effort to protect us and our homes, and to give us 
accommodation in a terrifying time. Thank you, most 
particularly, to firefighters who came from near and far 
to help in our time of need. They mobilized on an 
enormous scale on our behalf, and the results are 
evident and deeply appreciated. 

Photos by Fred Kenyon 
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Scholarship Report 
by Ed Buntz 

Academic year 2016–2017 is about to get underway, 
so our recipients are getting registered, collecting their 
awards, and heading into another year of challenges. We 
received many wonderful thank you notes from our 
students expressing their sincere appreciation for the 
financial and emotional support from our community. 
Local high schools are underway as well, so remember 
to support our local students in building the foundation 
for higher education pursuits. 

The committee would like to thank everyone for the 
continuing support of this year’s scholarship raffle quilt. 
Ticket sales are going well; we are in the homestretch 
with the Quilt Show on September 16 and the Country 
Faire on October 30 as the last two big events. The Hall 
Produce Exchange provides locally grown tomatoes, 
squash, beans, cucumbers, flowers, and plants with 
purchase of quilt tickets, so come out each Sunday to 
take advantage of this opportunity. 

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship 
program with a tax deductible donation, simply make 
out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on 
the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-
Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to 
save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board 
member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any 
questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program 
or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please 
contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at 
(805) 472-9556. 

 

Public Officials Potluck: The program for the August 19 Public 
Officials Potluck at Hesperia Hall began with an update on the 
Chimney Fire. Little did attendees know how pertinent the 
information would become the very next day when Cal Fire issued an 
evacuation order for all Bryson-Hesperia residents. Many local 
officials or their representatives were on hand, including 
Congressman Sam Farr who paid his dues and officially became a 
member of the Hall. All gave short presentations in which they 
responded to written questions from the community and/or made 
themselves available for questions and answers throughout the 
evening.                                                                   Photos by Fred Kenyon 

 
SMCERTA Report 
by Linda Plumb 

Thank you to all 
community members 
regarding the Fire Safe 
Council’s PG&E fuel 
reduction project. We 
know there have been 
a few times when 
you’ve had to slow down and/or wait for equipment and 
work being done. We also know it is difficult sometimes 
to see some special tree lose a limb or even have to be 
cut down. We greatly appreciate your understanding 
that the push back of fuel from the roadsides can make a 
huge difference when it comes to life-or-death 
conditions in an emergency. 

Our first responders appreciate the difference 
clearing can make and several have shared that pushing 
back brush and overhanging limbs from the sides of the 
road can add fifteen minutes escape time from an 
oncoming wildfire. That may not seem like much, but it 
has been known to save lives, and the additional space 
gives safer access for the first responders who will be 
fighting any fires. 

As I write this, the project is on hold as the 
contractors were called to fight the Soberanes Fire. 
Perhaps by the time you receive this publication, we will 
have more information on when work will resume. The 
Soberanes Fire has been a somber reminder of the 
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swiftness and power of wildfire. 
Please take the time now, before it is an emergency, 

to prepare a bag with change of clothes, medicines, and 
important items that you use daily. Also have ready to 
go food for any pets and water should you need to make 
a quick evacuation. 

And please, because of the possibility of the canyon 
leading in and out of Bryson-Hesperia becoming 
blocked during a fire, look around and identify an open 
area where you could potentially shelter in place. 
Staying in an open field might well be safer then getting 
caught in the canyon. Our coverage area is larger than 
just Bryson-Hesperia, so please, wherever you live, look 
around and determine if there is a place where you 
could shelter in place if necessary. 

To get information about how you can make 
your property more fire safe with defensible space, 
you can go to the Fire Safe Council’s website at 
http://www.firesafemonterey.org/wildfire-safety.html. For 
more information on how to be prepared in case of 
wildfire, you can go to www.fema.gov and 
https://www.wunderground.com/prepare/wildfire. 

Lastly, thank you all for continued vigilance and 
care during these hot, dry months. It takes every one of 
us to keep the area safe. 

 
Angelina’s Treasures on First Sundays 
by Beth Winters 

After a nearly five-year run, the Angelina Fund 
white elephant table at Hesperia Hall each Sunday is 

scaling back to 
just the first 
Sunday of each 
month, during the 
Produce Exchange 
from 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm. Please 
bring your 
treasures to 
donate on the first 
Sunday and/or 
come prepared to 
shop. 

The annual 
proceeds from 
this table have 
exceeded $1500 in 
good years and help to finance the spay/neuter services 
the fund provides for feral, stray, and domestic pets of 
Hall members. The idea for the table came from Jo 
Geary, who also staffed the table almost every Sunday 
during that time. The Angelina Fund Committee thanks 
Jo for her inspiration and commitment to this cause. 

Anyone with a question about the Angelina Fund, 
please contact Beth Winters at (805) 472-2095. 

 
Looking Forward to 2017 Calendar  
by Janice Smith-Ramseier 

Anticipation of the Hesperia Hall Community 
Calendar 2017 is so exciting and rewarding! Thanks to 
many excellent photographers, the calendar promises to 
convey the beauty and natural wonder of our area. 
Financial support from our many sponsors enables this to 
be a major fundraiser for our beloved Hall. Please 
patronize the contributing businesses whenever you get 
the opportunity, and special thanks go to our other 
contributors. 

If no glitches in proofing, production, or shipping 
occur, the 2017 calendar will make its debut at the 
September potluck and quilt show. We were sold out early 
last year, so plan your purchases so you won't be left out. 
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Star Party 
by Beth Winters 

The eighteenth annual Star Party Event, jointly 
hosted by the Astronomers' Clubs of Santa Clara and 
San Luis Obispo counties, will take place on October 1 at 
Whisper Canyon Campground, and you are invited. 
Please arrive at 52470 Smith Road by 7:00 pm, Saturday, 
October 1st. That will allow time to talk to the 
astronomers, who love to share their hobby. Stop at the 
front gate for directions, as we must park with 
headlights pointing away from the main viewing field. 

Speaking of light pollution, 
please bring a flashlight 
with a red lens, or we will 
work something out with 
red plastic wrap. 

For more details about 
the event and to post 
questions, go to 
calstar.observers.org. 

 
Quilt Show 
by Kate Snell 

Quilt lovers in our area are gladdened to know that 
the Friday, September 16, quilt show is on track. 
Hesperia Hall and the homes of the quilters have been 
saved, along with their quilts, by brave fire fighters. 
Many thanks to them from all residents of the Bryson 
Hesperia area! 

The quilt show will start at 2:00 pm and last until 
9:00 pm, with the potluck at 7:00. Admission is free. 
There will be approximately forty quilts, a kids sewing 
group quilt, donation quilts, an opportunity quilt, and 
several door prizes. 

If you have any questions, call Kate Snell at (805) 
472-2070. 

 
Hesperia Hall Concert 

Two old friends of Hesperia Hall will return on 
Saturday, September 24, at 7:00 pm, performing as a duo 

in a concert called Ireland to Appalachia. Fiddler John 
Weed, and Stuart Mason performing on guitar, 
mandola, and banjo, are well known to us from past 
house concerts on Smith Road and Saint Luke’s Church 
and from previous appearances at the Hall. 

John and Stuart have been working up a batch of 
new tunes and songs for a new album project, their first 
recording as a duo. So far, material for the project ranges 
from early American ballads and songs newly composed 
by their peers to beautiful melodies with Celtic and 
Nordic roots. They will remain true to their love of 
American old-timey music and Irish traditional, while 
expanding the repertoire with tunes and songs that 
reflect their lifelong love of traditional music from all 
eras and all regions. The audience can expect a few 
surprises along with some familiar favorites, and maybe 
even a sing-along or a humorous party piece dating back 
to the minstrel era. Along with brand new pieces, this 
concert will showcase material from the new Molly's 
Revenge album "Lift" as well as songs from the lively 
repertoire of Little Black Train and from Stuart's two 
solo albums. 

John Weed’s and Stuart Mason’s performance at 
Hesperia Hall is free to all, but a donation jar will be 
available. For house concerts, donations of $15 at the 
door are suggested. This, however, will be a Hall public 
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event, so all are welcome and encouraged to join in the 
fun of a late summer concert. Needless to say, donations 
are nonetheless appreciated. After all, musicians, too, 
need to make a living. 

 
Country Faire and Flea Market 
by Janice Smith-Ramseier 

Please plan to attend the 29th annual Hesperia 
Hall Country Faire and Flea Market on Sunday, 
October 30, 2016. Many of your favorite vendors and 
some new participants, as well, will be tending their 
booths from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. We already have 
nearly ten early-bird signups. Vendors who would 
like to sign up can use the form attached to this 
newsletter or go to our website, www.hesperiahall.org. 
The highlight of the event is the drawing for the 
beautiful quilt made and meticulously hand quilted 
by the ladies of Hesperia Hall Home Bureau. The 
more tickets you purchase, the better your chances of 
winning. 

Come spend a pleasant day with friends and 
neighbors, and start your Christmas shopping early. 
The beautiful Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar 
2017 will be on sale as well. Don't miss the fun! 

 
Lake San Antonio Reopens 
by Rich Lingor 

It is official. The community pulling together made a 
difference. Lake San Antonio reopened at noon on 
August 5 and will be open on weekends through 
September 11, 2016, including Labor Day, Monday, 
September 5. 

For more information, contact the Monterey County 
Parks Department at (831) 755-4895, or scan through the 
Friends of Lake San Antonio Facebook page. 

Park usage during the limited reopening will 
encourage the Board of Supervisors to expand access, so 
be sure to plan at least a day or two at the lake. There are 
just a few days left. Then wait until next spring's 
reopening. 

 
Medicinal Plants and Herbs A – Z: Chamomile 
by Esthela Comstock 

Chamomile, a member of the daisy family, is 
native to Europe and was well known in ancient 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome. Chamomile's popularity 
grew during the Middle Ages when people turned to 
it as a remedy for numerous medical complaints 
including asthma, colic, fevers, inflammations, 
nausea, nervous complaints, children's ailments, skin 
diseases, and cancer. The dried or fresh flowers are 
used medicinally. 

Chamomile has been used for centuries in teas as 
a mild, relaxing sleep aid, treatment for fevers, colds, 
stomach ailments, and as an anti-inflammatory, to 
name only a few therapeutic uses. Recent and on-
going research has identified chamomile’s specific 
anti-inflammatory, anti-bacterial, muscle relaxant, 
antispasmodic, anti-allergenic, and sedative 
properties, validating its long-held reputation. 

Chamomile is often taken three to four times daily 
between meals as tea to treat slow-healing wounds, 
tumors, and gum inflammation. For skin conditions 
such as psoriasis, eczema, and diaper rash, use 
chamomile in an infusion or bath. 

Any treatments with any medicinal herb should 
be done under the supervision of a qualified 
healthcare professional. 
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Cooking from the Garden 
by Kate Snell 

When the weather is hot, cucumbers are essential. 
They grow well in your summer garden, although when 
it is over 100 degrees, they can become bitter. Armenian 
cucumbers are less likely to have that problem and grow 
well in our area. Place seed in well amended soil after 
your last frost, giving them plenty of space to sprawl. 
They are great just sliced, pickled, marinated in rice 
vinegar, or used in a variety of salads. Below is a recipe 
to enjoy on a warm day: 

Black Beans with Cucumbers 
2 cups cooked black beans 
1 cup diced cucumbers 
½ cup chopped onion 
1 minced jalapeno pepper 
2-3 Tbsps. chopped cilantro (optional) 
Juice of 1-2 lemons/limes 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Combine all ingredients in a large bowl and toss gently. 
Serve on a bed of lettuce or with warmed tortillas. You may 
add chopped tomato as well as chopped avocado if you desire. 
 
Window to the Wild 
by Craig Caster 

The moment unfolds in an all-encompassing sphere 
of interaction. Wispy cirrus clouds drift high against the 
deep blue atmosphere, making brilliant Georgia 
O'Keeffe images in the sky. The sound of wind through 
the pines refreshes and turns the heat into a bearable 
intangibility. The first yellow leaves contrasting sharply 
against a dark green canopy suggests season change. 

A wood rat collects sticks and leaves to fortify his 
nest. Diligent worker ants carry seeds and plant 
fragments into cool underground storerooms. In 
anticipation of rain, the blue oak develops acorns of 
notable mass that are sought out by browsing deer. A 
young tarantula ambles with deliberate steps, leaving a 
patterned trail in the dirt. The cool of the night is 
illuminated with shooting stars and becomes the 

measured breath of change. 
We are grateful for the seasons and look forward to 

this changing pattern of time. 
 
Fishing with Rich 
by Rich Lingor 

Have you ever felt the excitement of watching your 
bobber suddenly jiggle, then dive out of sight? Or 
feeling the tap-tap-tap of a bass as it tastes the worm on 
the end of your line? Or having a salmon practically tear 
the rod out of your hands as it smashes your lure? 
What's that? You say you never learned to fish? 

If you are new to the sport of fishing and not sure if 
you will enjoy it, a great opportunity awaits you. 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) offers 
two Free Fishing Days each year. On these days, you can 
fish without a sport fishing license. Free Fishing Days 
provide a great, low-cost way to give fishing a try. Some 
CDFW Regions offer Fishing in the City programs where 
you can go fishing in the middle of major metropolitan 
areas, perhaps just a few blocks from your home. 
Fishing in the City and free fishing day clinics are 
designed to educate novice anglers about fishing ethics, 
fish habits, effective methods for catching fish, and 
fishing tackle. You can even learn how to clean and 
prepare your catch so you can enjoy it for dinner that 
night. 

Our next free Fishing Day is Saturday, September 3. 
No license is required. While all fishing regulations, 
such as bag and size limits, gear restrictions, report card 
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requirements, fishing hours, and stream closures 
remain in effect, there are two days each year when 
anyone can fish without purchasing a fishing license. 
If you would like to take your kids fishing and not 
have to worry about your own license, this could be 
the day for you. 

The Fishing with Rich Team Score Card: Rich and 
Tim Foster were among the first in line for the 
reopening of Lake San Antonio on Friday, August 5. 
Opening was at noon on a mild, for this area, summer 
day. Launching conditions were very good on the 
Harris Creek ramp. The lake greeted us with double 
the water level from the final closing day of June 2015. 
The water surface temperature was in the high 
seventies when we got there and rose to eighty by the 
end of the day. The large mouth and small mouth bass 
were in no mood to participate. Their responses to our 
lure presentations were muted or, at best, just 
halfhearted. Switching our focus to the striped bass 
proved more productive. They were responding well 
to our lures, and we caught some nice ones. The warm 
surface temperature kept the activity zone well below 
the surface, so deeper diving minnow lures seemed to 
be the right tool to crack the code. 

Looking for more of the same action, I returned on 
Friday, August 12, with Tom Foster and Bill Seward. 
Success came quickly as we boated a couple of nice 
striped bass in the fist half hour. The water temp then 

climbed from 80°F to 82°F, and the fish seemed to 
decide it was time for an afternoon nap. 

September can be the beginning of cooler nights 
that bring down the surface temperature and stir 
more daytime feeding activity. When this happens, 
we can expect to see the larger game fish like stripers, 
bass, and white bass thrashing through the schools of 
shad. As the feeding zones and feeding times shift 
with the natural forces of the season, fishing can 
become more productive, fun, and exciting as the 
weather becomes more comfortable and enjoyable. 

Tight lines! 
 
The Puzzler 

You have three bags, each containing two marbles. 
Bag A contains two white marbles, Bag B contains two 
black marbles, and Bag C contains one white and one 
black marble. 

You pick a random bag and take out one marble. It 
is white. 

What is the probability that the remaining marble 
from the same bag is also white? 

 
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZER 

The same six coyotes will do ten times the work in 
ten times the minutes. Hats off to John K., John W., Ed 
B., Don U., Cheryl BB, and Helen R. 

If you know the 
answer to this month’s 
Puzzler, email it to 
twalters314@earthlink.net, 

or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is 
someone directly involved 
with the production of this 
newsletter, we will 
acknowledge by name all 
who submit a correct 
answer. 
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True Life Youth Group News 
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt 

School is back in session, and along with it comes 
the resumption of True Life Youth Group. At the time of 
writing this, specific dates are not picked, but you can 
call us at (805) 472-9325 for details, or check the True 
Life Christian Fellowship Facebook page for events and 
updates at www.facebook.com/truelifecf. This is a great 
time for interested youth to plug in to the group as we 
are getting to know each other, catching up after 
summer, and registering for Hume Lake. If you are 
interested in helping local youth by assisting with a meal 
for one of our meetings, or helping sponsor a slot to 
Hume Lake, please give us a call. Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
VENDOR APPLICATION FORM 

Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market 
October 30, 2016 11:00am – 3:00pm 

Fee: $15 for inside space, $10 for outside space 
Display tables are available if needed. Picnic tables outside. 3’ x 7’ or smaller tables inside. Please check below as appropriate: 

______INSIDE ($15) ______OUTSIDE ($10)  DO YOU NEED A TABLE? (YES / NO) 
Brief description of items to be sold:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name:  _______________________________________________________  Phone Number:  ______________________________ 

Mail application with fee to Janice Smith-Ramseier, 52120 Smith Road, Bradley CA 93426. Make checks payable to 
Hesperia Hall. For further information, please call 805-472-2268 
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September Calendar Highlights 
4 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
5 Labor Day 
6 Yoga 6pm 
 Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm 
7 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
9 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm 
11 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
13 Yoga 6pm 
16 Quilt Show 2pm – 9pm 
 Potluck 7pm 
18 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
20 Yoga 6pm 
 SMCERTA at St. Luke’s 7:15pm 
21 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
24 Concert at the Hall 7pm 
25 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
27 Yoga 6pm 
Oct 1 Star Party at Whisper Canyon 7pm 
2 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
4 Yoga 6pm 
 Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm 
5 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
 

 
 

2016 HESPERIA HALL OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 
President – Collin Riley 
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz 
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley 
Directors – Fred Kenyon, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda 
Membership – Beth Winters  Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com 
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters 
ANNUAL HALL MEMBERSHIP - $20/HOUSEHOLD, PAYABLE TO HESPERIA HALL 
Send to Beth Winters, 76473 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley CA 93426. Membership supports 
a local community organization. 

ADVERTISING IN News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences) 
Ad fee is $80 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426. 

SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT THE HALL Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at 
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com. 

SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara 
Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426 

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness. 

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips. 
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