
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

I was on vacation last month, and, at 
my request, Ed Buntz, Hall Vice President, 
wrote an article on the cell tower issue. 
That article, by its placement in this space, 
gave the impression that it was the opinion 
of the Board rather than of the author. I apologize for any 
confusion this may have caused.

The Board passed some motions on matters under our 
purview at our September 3 meeting. We funded a request 
to send South County students to Washington D.C. on an 
educational field trip with a grant of $500. You will have 
a chance to meet some of these kids at the Country Faire, 
Sunday, October 27. They will be fundraising by serving 
lunch, giving you another of many reasons to attend. We 
also approved the purchase of track lighting equipment, 
which will improve interior lighting for events like the 
Quilt Show and Photo Judging. A huge Hall Thank You to 
Mark and Jean Thompson, who did the research and will 
coordinate the purchase and installation.

The Board also listened to a presentation by Hall 
member Phetsy Dutchgo on the merits of NextDoor, a free 
online service that offers another communications option 
for our community. You can read more on one of the 
newsletter pages “next door. “

In closing, thank you to the Home Bureau for another 
colorful, historical, and cultural Quilt Show on September 
20th. The talent in our little community runs deep and, 
thanks to events like this, not so silent.  More proof of this 
occurred at the same event with the traditional debut of the 
Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar, 2020 edition. Be 
sure to purchase yours before it gets sold to someone else, 
at the Produce Exchange every Sunday from 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm.

Hope to see you at the Country Faire, and everywhere. 
Read on.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

This month’s Hesperia Hall potluck dinner is hosted 
by Marlen Richardson and friends and is one of the 
most special ones of the year, the Oktoberfest Potluck. 
Beer, sausages, and sauerkraut are guaranteed, as are 
many attendees in costume. Bring a dish, perhaps 
but not necessarily German, and come join the fun, 
in costume or not, at the Hall on Friday, October 18, 
beginning at 7:00 pm.

Quilt Show Potluck: The annual Hesperia Hall Quilt Show on 
September 20 was favored with  mild weather and good attendance. 
Quilts, all of local provenance and in a range of styles, represented 
the work of longtime, experienced quilters,  beginning quilters to 
first-time quilters and quilts made by this summer’s kids’ sewing 
group with Home Bureau. Go to hesperiahall.org to see more 
images in full color. Photos by Ed Buntz and Josh Riley.
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Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to extend our 
thanks to the Home Bureau members, the young summer 
quilters, along with the workers and attendees at the 
September 20th Quilt Show. The show had many local 
quilts on display, enthusiastic attendees, and several happy 
door prize winners.

The 2019-2020 Scholarship Raffle Quilt made its 
debut; tickets will be available for purchase once our raffle 
registration is approved by the California Attorney General’s 
Office. Our goal is to pick the winning ticket at next year’s 
Hesperia Hall Country Faire on October 25, 2020.

We extend our appreciation to Cathy Bartley for her 
recent generous donation. Thanks also go out for donations 
received from many of the Hall Sunday Produce Exchange 
attendees this year. If you would like to support the Hall 
scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, 
simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship 
Fund” on the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 
Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you have any 
questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program 

2019 Country Faire and Flea Market
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

I hope you have Sunday, October 27, 2019, marked 
on your calendars for a visit to the Hesperia Hall Country 
Faire and Flea Market. Many of your favorite vendors, and 
some exciting new ones, will be tending their booths from 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm. There are still a few spaces left, and 
they are assigned on a first-received, first-reserved basis. 
If you would like to participate, you can use the form in 
this newsletter or visit our website www.hesperiahall.org. 
Vendors are responsible for their own setup and cleanup; 
the Hall doesn’t have garbage service. There will be Hall 
volunteers to help if you need it

The beautiful 2019 Bryson Hesperia Calendars will be 
on sale. Supplies are limited, so buy early.

Come and spend a pleasant day with your friends and 
neighbors. Start your Christmas shopping early!

VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market

October 27, 2019          11:00am – 3:00pm
Fee: $15 for inside space, $10 for outside space

or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please 
contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 
472-9556.
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Hall Cleanup Day
by Ed Buntz

Our annual Hesperia Hall Country Faire will take 
place on Sunday, October 27.  As always, we will conduct a 
cleanup day on Saturday, October 26, 9:00 am–12 pm.  If you 
are available, please come out and assist with the effort to 
prepare the Hall for Sunday’s activities.  We will be moving 
picnic tables into place, cleaning inside the Hall, and setting 
up tables and chairs, cutting weeds and raking as needed, 
clearing/preparing upper and lower parking areas, cleaning 
the kitchen and all three refrigerators, trimming bushes in 
front of the Hall, ensuring the barbeque pit area is clean and 
tables are ready for the cooking team/serving line, cleaning 
windows, and anything else that will benefit the Hall and 
support overall maintenance. Feel free to bring any useful 
tools or cleaning products. Also, any students that help 
at the Hall can use their time to meet Community Service 
credits.

We welcome all the help we can get!

Heads Up, Local Bakers
It is time, dear Bakers one and all, to consider your 

pantry supplies and your recipe collection. You may want to 
add flour, sugar, and fresh baking powder to your grocery 
lists and to replenish your spice cupboards as needed. 
Sunday, October 27, is rapidly approaching, bringing us 
the Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market. Once 
again, the Country Kitchen will be selling whole desserts, 
relying on local bakers to supply ample baked goods and 
other sweet delights to tempt fairgoers’ appetites and 
induce them to open their wallets. As ever, pies are in great 
demand, but all offerings are welcome, the more decadent 
the better. 

Please deliver baked goods to the Country Kitchen 
before 11:00 am on the day of the fair. The kitchen crew 
would probably appreciate them delivered sooner rather 
than later in the morning. Remember that they will be 
selling whole desserts, so do not use dishes that you expect 
returned.

Oktoberfest at the Hall
by Ed Buntz

Come one come all! The potluck on October 18 will be 
the twentieth anniversary of our annual Oktoberfest hosted 
by Marlen Richardson and friends. Bring a German dish (or 
any dish), and dress up in costume (or come as you are), 
and enjoy sausages, sauerkraut, Oktoberfest beer, German 
music, the thirteenth annual Leaping Lederhosen contest, 
Children’s Parade, and Chicken Dance. Call Kate at (805) 
472-2070 if you would like assistance with a kid’s costume. 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone there.

Kudos to Melissa Caster for repainting and repairing. Shout out 
to the crews  who took it down: Nicole Kemp, Melissa Caster, 
Bryan Cogdell, and put it back up: Alex Zumsteg and Ed Buntz.

Out With the Faded, In With the Fresh
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Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch 
by Jean Thompson

As we move into the holiday season, we draw nearer 
to our winter solstice, which occurs December 22 at 8:19 
pm. This is when Earth’s axis is pointing away from the 
sun, causing us to have our shortest photo period, which 
is to say our shortest number of daylight hours. For us this 
means about nine hours of daylight. Go farther north and 
these numbers begin to decrease rapidly. 

Go above the 60th parallel and now you are talking 
about three months of darkness. 

But even though we may be experiencing our shortest 
number of daylight hours, December has the longest days 
of the year for the entire globe if we consider the length of 
day as the interval from solar noon to solar noon. A sundial 
will tell you the precise moment of local solar noon, when 
the sun hits its highest point for the day. 

So in December a solar day is about a half minute longer 
than the average twenty-four hours for the entire globe. The 

days are at their longest now, for the entire globe, because 
we are closer to the sun. Earth’s perihelion, closest point 
to the sun, occurs in early January. When we are closest to 
the sun, Earth travels faster, which means we travel a little 
farther than an average day. This results in Earth rotating 
on its axis a little more between solar noon, making a longer 
solar day. So December has the longest solar days, the 
shortest number of daylight hours, and is closest to the sun.

Things to Watch for in the Night Sky 
November 5: Big Dipper (Ursa Major) will come over 

the northern horizon for the next few months, with the 
Little Dipper directly over it. Interesting fact: van Gogh’s 
painting “Starry Night Over the Rhone” shows Ursa Major 
in November. 

November 11: Transit of Mercury. We will join it mid 
event at sunrise, and it will end around 10:04 am. A transit 
occurs when Mercury passes directly in front of the sun. 

November 15: Orion the Hunter in full view to the 
East. Orion will be in full view around 9:00 pm, and watch 

Blight on the Land Part 2
by Ed Buntz

On August 28, Supervisor Chris Lopez, accompanied 
by Brandon Swanson and Craig Spencer from the Planning 
Department, conducted a community meeting at Hesperia 
Hall. My interpretation of what was conveyed at that 
meeting: The Planning Department expressed that they 
made a mistake; such a tower should never have been 
erected in this location; the site analysis is completely false; 
there is a South County Land Use Advisory Committee 
which should have been convened; however, it was in their 
purview to approve the project in spite of these facts, and 
nothing will be done to correct the situation. In fact, the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued 
stringent directives to local governments that facilitate 
rapid proliferation of cell towers throughout the United 
States, so expect more in the near future.

Further research showed that the FCC also persists in 
claiming that Electromagnetic Radiation (EMR) from these 
towers does not present health hazards. Overwhelming 
results from thousands of scientific studies around the 
globe indicate exactly the opposite. Cell towers are radiating 
massive dosages of EMR that are devastating, not only to 
humans, but also to animals, birds, and insects, such as 
pollinating bees. I would encourage interested community 
members to achieve a basic understanding of the cell 
tower health hazards. A good start is the BioInitiative 2012 
(Report Updated 2014 to 2019).  Research also revealed that 
many communities are getting educated and organized to 
stop, or at least slow, the proliferation of these towers due 
to the catastrophic health risks and plummeting property 
values associated with living near cell towers.
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Sign Up to Stay Informed
by Phetsy Dutchko

The recent cell tower issue has shown the need for 
better communication in the Bryson Hesperia community, 
especially on time-sensitive topics. We’ve found one way 
to stay connected with neighbors and be informed about 
topics of common interest and developing events: an online 
community on NextDoor.com.

NextDoor is a bit like a private Facebook page, but with 
much better privacy controls. It has a general discussion 
area, an events calendar, and even a neighborhood lost and 
found page. It can also send urgent text and email messages 
to members who sign up for the service. NextDoor is free 
to join and use.

If you haven’t already done so, please visit NextDoor.
com and follow the prompts to set up an account. You 
will automatically be assigned to the Bryson-Hesperia 
Neighborhood when you enter your street address. A 

Second Saturday Open Mic Music Night
by Collin Riley

September’s music night at the Hall was well attended. 
The late summer weather was right to gather outside under 
the oaks. Regular and new attendees enjoyed visiting and 
refreshments before the music. Four musicians performed.

Aurora Denny’s son Romeo debuted on electric 
keyboard. He delighted the audience with two melodies, 
“Dance Band” and “Ode to Joy.” At his young age, Romeo 
was deliberate in preparing his instrument and playing it. 
The audience was delighted.

Charles Ewing performed two pieces. One, a new 
original composition, he performed first in Spanish and 
then in English. Collin Riley sang four original songs. 
Aurora Denny and daughter, Daphne Isabel, performed 
harp/maraca music and dance. Aurora began with a 
beautiful Paraguayan piece called “Compañero.” Like 
much of the instrumental harp music Aurora shares, the 
title aptly characterizes the composition. Counter-melodies 
of left and right hand alternately staggered and weaved. 
Aurora’s daughter, Daphne Isabel, played maracas and 
danced. Aurora’s music is exceptionally good.

Thank you, guests and performers, for another lovely 
evening. Please join your friends at the Hall on Saturday, 
October 12, (Second Saturday), at 7:00 pm for the next 
educational and entertaining event. Musicians of all levels 
are invited to perform, and non-performers are most 
welcome.

for it for months to come. The most noticeable part of this 
constellation is Orion’s belt, three medium-bright stars in 
a row pointing up. Orion appears lying on his side with 
Betelgeuse (a reddish color) as the brightest star on the left 
of the belt, and Rigel (a bluish white color) as the brightest 
star on the right. 

November 24: Venus/Jupiter conjunction. Look to the 
west about an hour and a half after sunset and catch Venus, 
our brightest planet, popping up and, 15 minutes later, 
Jupiter, our second brightest planet will appear. 

November 29: Let the waxing crescent moon show you 
Saturn. Look first for the moon, and the nearest bright spot 
will be Saturn. At dusk, or before nightfall, you might also 
see Venus and Jupiter below the moon and Saturn.

workshop on using NextDoor is in the works. Date and 
location will be announced soon.

Contact Phetsy Dutchko to get information about 
NextDoor workshop date and location. E-mail: phetsyc@
gmail.com. Text: 1 (408) 221-0903. Note: Please text instead 
of calling; my cell phone voice reception is inconsistent.
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The Forest Floor
by Craig Caster

Will you take a moment to explore the wild? Let’s look 
under the canopy of an ancient Coast Live Oak.

Can you feel the coolness of the shade on your skin 
and sense the quietness in the air? This giant looks to 
be over 500 years old, and one can feel a reverence here 
hard to describe. The crisp leaves crunch with each step, 
but go deep and spongy beneath. Look down. Beatles 
and centipedes crawl about. The oak’s intricate root 
structure absorbs the nutrient-rich elements broken down 
by decomposition, fungi, and microorganisms. Feel the 
wisdom of this magnificent life form about you.

Notice the absence of grasses and weeds. Only friends 
of the tree grow here, such as this small toyon and the 
fragrant pitcher sage, while in the branches above small 
bushtits dance about gleaning bugs from the leaves.

Long ago our countryside’s rich biodiversity and 
healthy watershed were reduced to broad sweeps of barren 
land as native beaver were wiped out and grazing became 
the norm. Only non-native grasses and weeds now grow 
where native grasses, shrubs, and trees once grew between 
streams and marshes managed by beaver.

Think of the time and energy we spend combating 
non-native grasses and weeds to maintain order and fire 
control. We’re often left with safe, orderly bare dirt.

If we were to emulate nature, we could eliminate 
these grasses naturally and renew areas with biodiversity 
and healthy watershed. To be fire safe, peripheral and 
intersecting bands of natural decomposed granite or shale 
could be incorporated around growing plots.

To achieve the biodiversity that the beavers encouraged, 
establish planted plots of fruit and nut trees and perhaps 
grapes with an occasional toyon, elderberry, or manzanita 
around your dwelling. Allow your habitat to give you 
shade, harvests, and beauty with a natural random order. 
Emulate the forest floor. When you plant, build wide water 
basins around young plants. Fill these basins with a thick 
layer of rice straw or oak leaf litter. Grasses are naturally 
inhibited by thick mulches.

Once your bio-diverse plots are established, continue 

the process by planting onion, shallots, garlic, and perhaps 
potatoes or peanuts between the trees and shrubs. Mix in 
some poppies, shooting stars, and an occasional wooly 
blue curl for colorful accent. Plant before the rainy season, 
using liberal amounts of manure. Then mulch the entire 
plot with thick mulch just like the forest floor.

Each season the soil becomes richer and grasses 
diminish naturally.

2019 Great California Shake Out
by John Tom Foster

Millions of people worldwide will practice how to 
Drop, Cover, and Hold On on October 17 during Great 
Shake Out Earthquake Drills. 2019 is the twelfth Shake Out, 
which began in southern California in 2008.

Once again the WebNet group, in conjunction with 
SMCERTA (South Monterey County Emergency Response 
Team Association), will take part in the Great Shakeout. The 
event will get underway on Thursday October 17 at 10:17 
am. Our participation as a communications group will be 
to run a net check-in at the start time of 10:17 utilizing call 
sign KC6ERT. 

I will post our plans on several Facebook ham sites 
to hopefully get an increased response. All operators are 
welcome to take part in the exercise. When transmitting 
any information related to a simulated emergency exercise, 
make sure “This is a Drill” is frequently used. Take your 
portable to work, school or wherever. Get bystanders 
involved.  

Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

Perfect fishing weather has flowed into the Central 
Coast region. Pleasant, warm days with cool overnight 
temperatures, in addition to providing comfortable 
conditions for outdoor activities, create a shift in the 
aquatic environment. As the lake surface temperature cools 
and becomes more comfortable, the fish, forage minnows, 
and crustaceans they feed upon spend more time shallow. 
Anglers’ opportunities to intercept feeding activity expand.

As the sun comes up a little later and goes down a 
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True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

The True Life Youth Group is in full swing, having had 
three meetings in September and two scheduled in October, 
plus the youth volunteering at our annual Light the Night 
festival at True Life Christian Fellowship on October 31. Our 
meetings have about twenty members and adults, and we 
have more students who are going to join us next month after 
football is over. We have made our first deposits for Hume 
Lake, and we reserved slots for sixteen students so far.

We are trying something new this year, a combined 
middle and high school trip at the end of February. We 
are excited at the thought of our whole group getting to 
experience Hume together instead of being split up.

The youth group will be packing shoeboxes again this 
year for Operation Christmas Child, and we are also selling 
tickets again for a custom quilt donated by Carolyn Lingor. 
This is our big fundraiser for the year, and it helps us a lot 
towards Hume. You can call us, or ask anyone who attends 
True Life Christian Fellowship or the youth group, about 
tickets. The winner can live anywhere in the United States. 
We’ll work with them to pick colors, size, and pattern, and 
then ship them the finished quilt. Please help us spread 
the word around the country with Facebook, email, and 
phone calls to relatives and family. The drawing is Sunday, 
December 15, and you do not need to be present to win.

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to cook a dinner 
for the group this semester. We have all of our meetings 
spoken for, but we will ask again for dinners for the next 
semester when that gets closer. If you would like to donate 
to help someone get to Hume Lake, we can always use it. 
The community’s support helps us ensure that cost never 
keeps someone from taking part in any activity.

Thanks to all of you who pray for the group, donate, 
cook, and encourage. Your investment is eternal! You can 
call us with any questions or to arrange a donation, at (805) 
472-9325.

Adorable and Adoptable Pets
by Nicole Kemp

This beautiful three-year-old 
girl is Sasha. Sasha was taken 
everywhere as a puppy until her 
owner had to move across state 
to work. He decided to leave her 
with a family member who kept 
her out on a ranch. This family 
is now moving to Mexico, and if 
Sasha doesn’t find a new home, 
she will end up at the shelter.

Sasha was good with dogs as a puppy but hasn’t been 
around them since she was one year old. Sasha currently 
lives outside 24/7 with little contact. She’s sweet, but very 
hyper from the lack of attention.

Sasha will come spayed and up-to-date on shots. If you 
would like to know more about Sasha, please reach out to 
me by text or phone at (831) 320-6971. If a potential adopter 
wants to know more about how she is with dogs, cats, or 
children, please contact me, and I will take her around those 
things and see how she does.

The Puzzler
You are at an unmarked T intersection. One way is the 

City of Lies, and the other way is the City of Truth. Citizens 
of the City of Lies always lie. Citizens of the City of Truth 
always tell the truth.  A citizen of one of those cities (you 
don’t know which) is at the intersection. What question 
could you ask them to find the way to the City of Truth?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
School started on Tuesday, but we have only Josh’s 

word for that. Good work from the usual suspects.
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 

it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer. 

little earlier, chasing the “early and late “ pattern requires 
less effort or angling commitment. October weather trends 
seemed to wander in a bit early without waiting for the 
calendar page to turn. With the arrival of cooler weather, 
summer’s ubiquitous water skiers and jet skiers reliably fade 
from the scenic views as the peaceful outdoor experience 
returns. Fish and forage are responding predictably. 
Catching is getting easier as well as more comfortable.

White bass and spotted bass will follow the shad 
minnows to the surface and can be caught on floating 
surface lures as well as other imitations that mimic the 
size and shape of shad. “Rooster Tail” in-line spinners, 
“Kastmaster” spoons, and crank baits can be the right tools 
to join the party. When the midday weather seems to shift 
back to sizzling summer, adjusting your presentation to 
deeper, slower moving soft plastics can keep the music 
playing and the fish dancing to your tune. Do you feel a 
fish tap dancing on your line?

Tight lines—
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President – Beth Winters
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Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

October Calendar Highlights
 1 Yoga 6pm
      Board Meeting 7pm
 2 Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 5 Chili Cookoff & Craft Faire,  
   Lockwood 1-4pm
  6 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  8 Yoga 6pm
 11 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 12 Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
 13 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 15 Yoga 6pm
  SMCERTA Meeting at Hesperia  
   Hall 7:15pm 
 16 Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 17 CA ShakeOut
 18 Oktoberfest Potluck 7pm
 20 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 22 Yoga 6pm
 26 Hall Cleanup 9am-noon 
  Day of the Dead, Mission San  
   Antonio
 27 Country Faire and Flea Market   
   11am-3pm
 31 Halloween
 Nov 1 Yoga 6pm 
 2 Evening in the Garden, San  
   Antonio Mission 7pm
 3 Daylight Saving Time ends
     Board Meeting 7pm


