
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

The deadline for this editorial arrived 
at an “awkward time.” Our main Hall 
fundraiser, the Chicken Barbeque and 
White Elephant Auction, takes place one 
week after this article is due. That makes this message too 
late to encourage attendance and too early to announce it as 
a huge success and thank all the volunteers. 

Similarly, the Hall Preservation Project survey, which 
occupied this space last month, is not due back from you, 
the members, until the end of the month. This presents 
the same dilemma: too late to remind you to turn in your 
survey, too early to announce the results.

Look for updates on both these events in the June 
newsletter.

In the meantime, there are some volunteers I can call 
out for this issue of News from the Hall. Judy and Rupert 
Lyle, thank you for the repair of our buckling Hall floor, 
and Meg Hontos, kudos for organizing the mess that was 
our kitchen pantry. Your efforts on behalf of all of us who 
use the Hall are greatly appreciated.

I strongly encourage you to attend the photo judging 
for the Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar on Saturday, 
June 1, 5:00-7:00 pm. This is always a feast for the eyes as we 
choose from up to 100 photographs for their inclusion in the 
2020 calendar. A feast for the palate is also provided by the 
talented Calendar Committee.

Finally, enjoy the magnificent green that surrounds 
us. Hopefully that’s still an applicable remark when you 
receive this. I suggest you soak it up and store it in your 
internal battery to combat the dry, burnt look of summer. If 
you figure out how to do that, please let me know.

Hope to see you soon at the Hall. 

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

Potluck dinner this month begins at 7:00 pm on 
Friday, May 17. Bring a dish to share, and join 
neighbors and friends. If weather continues fair and 
warm, we will dine under the great oak in celebration 
of a glorious spring.

Cinco de Mayo Potluck: Potluck dinner on April 19 was hosted once 
again by Delfina and Vince Pineda. The evening was presented on 
a reduced scale from the days when all the Pineda children were 
still at home and the family pulled out all the stops to decorate and 
provide a festive annual Cinco de Mayo celebration. Nonetheless, 
lacking their hardworking children, Defina and Vince produced a 
wonderful evening complete with a piñata under the oak, a dearth 
of young children to scramble for candy notwithstanding. Photos 
by Josh Riley
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Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Hesperia Hall Scholarship Selection Committee 
met in April and awarded eight scholarships to deserving 
students for academic year 2019 - 2020.  Three recipients 
will receive their awards at the King City High School 
Scholarship Banquet on May 6. We expect those three 
awardees to also join us at the Hall Scholarship Potluck 
on July 19, where the remaining five scholarships will 
be awarded. All recipients will have the opportunity to 
introduce their family and also talk about their academic 
activities. Mark your calendars, as it will be a wonderful 
summer evening to meet our inspiring students.

We would like to thank Jack and Lois Lindley for their 
generous annual donation to the fund. We also express 
our appreciation for the recent memorial donations to the 
Scholarship Fund. We recently lost dedicated Hall member 
Ed McComas. His wife Carol and her dear friend Sharon 
Regan made very gracious donations to the Scholarship 
Fund in Ed’s memory. An anonymous donor also honored 
Ed with a donation in his memory.   

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall 
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college 
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556. 

Amazing Orchestra at St. Luke’s
by Daphne Denny

Some of you have heard me speak enthusiastically 
about SOL-O, the children’s orchestra that I direct in King 
City. I have long wished that I could bring them down to our 
area to show them off so you can see that all the extravagant 
claims I make about them are absolutely true.

Now St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Jolon has stepped 
in, and, following their tradition of sponsoring high quality 
Sunday afternoon concerts for the community, has agreed 
to let us use their lovely building as a concert hall. The 
SOL-O Youth Orchestra will be presenting a variety of 
music, from classical to polkas and jazz, on Sunday, June 2, 
2019, at 3:00 pm. St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is located on 
Jolon Road, just north of Mission Road, the entrance to Fort 
Hunter-Liggett, as you drive toward King City.

The concert is free, but donations that will help us 
fund our upcoming Summer Session will be very gratefully 
accepted. Refreshments will be served afterward, and some 
delectable treats will be available for purchase to take home. 
Please come and hear us. We would love to amaze you!

Dutch Oven Cookoff
by Carolyn Lingor

On Saturday, May 11, the annual Dutch Oven Cookoff is 
coming to the Patterson Ranch in Lockwood. Come around 
noon and watch over 100 campfire chefs make delectable 
magic in their cast iron pots. Food will be served around 
4:00 pm.

While being enticed by the aromas coming from the 
cooking area, you can visit with friends and neighbors, 
watch various pioneer skills such as blacksmithing being 
demonstrated, listen to the Indian drummers, or make a 
quilt block and have a chance to win the resulting quilt. 
There will also be live music, a Salinan Indian booth, 
authentic restored chuck wagons, and other attractions. It’s 
a great family event.

Tickets are $30 at the event or $25 if you buy in advance 
and are available on the Nacitone Foundation Facebook 
Page. All proceeds go to build out the Nacitone Museum. 
Patterson’s Ranch is located on the north side of Jolon Road 
about four miles east of Lockwood Store. Watch for the sign 
at the entrance.                                  —Hope to see you there.

2020 Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Calling all photographers! The community anticipates 
viewing your beautiful pictures in the Calendar Judging 
Evening, June 1, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, at Hesperia Hall. 
Photo entries must be submitted along with the entry 
form included in this newsletter. Deadline for submitting 
photographs for judging is Sunday, May 26. Space is limited 
to 100 photos.

Please come spend a delightful evening with friends 
and neighbors. Enjoy light refreshments as you cast your 
votes and help to create our beautiful calendar. You do not 
need to be a Hall member to vote. Mark your calendars for 
June 1, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. We hope to see you there.
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2020 Hesperia Community Calendar Entries 
To help us streamline the judging and design process, please submit the following entry form with your 
photograph/s. 
Photographer’s name:  _________________________________________________________________     

                                 (Print your name as you would want it to appear in the calendar.) 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:  ______________________________________   Email:  _______________________ ________

Location of where the photograph (maximum of 4 entries) was taken: 
(1)  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
(2)  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
(3)  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
(4)  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
The above named photographer hereby warrants being the legal copyright owner in the work described above 
and acknowledges permission of individuals and/or landowner’s permission featured in said photograph. 
Photographer hereby grants permission to Hesperia Community Hall Foundation to make reproductions 
of the work in any size or quantity for use in the 2020 Hesperia Community Calendar and other fundraisers.  
Photograph/s submitted becomes the property of the Hesperia Hall Foundation unless reclaimed by 
photographer one month after the calendar debut on September 20, 2019 and may summarily be disposed 
of at the discretion of the Calendar Committee. 
Photographer’s signature:  ___________________________________  Date:  _____________________
GUIDELINES 
1. Photographs to be taken by a Hesperia Hall member. 
2. Four (4), 11” x 8.5”  or 10” x 8” (landscape) photo print entries may be submitted with your name and 
phone number printed on the back. A high-resolution digital file of the photos is desirable, but not mandatory. 
3. Photographs are to be taken within the 93426 zip code and Lockwood Valley. Sorry, NO photos of Fort 
Hunter Liggett property and activities. 
4.   Entries can be turned in to a Calendar Committee Member at any time, but no later than Sunday, May 
26, 2019. Calendar committee members are: Silas Denny, Janice Smith Ramseier, Melissa Caster, Mark 
Thompson, Jean Thompson, Collin Riley, and Cathy Bartley. 
5.   Up to one-hundred (100) entries will be displayed on Saturday, June 1, 2019 for competition in selecting 
favored photographs by attendees for the twelve (12) months and cover photo of for the 2020 calendar. 
6.  Calendar debut is scheduled for Friday, September 20, 2019.  Photographers may pick up their work at 
that time through Friday, October 18, 2019 or forfeit ownership.
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Hesperia Hall Barbecue and White Elephant Auction 2019
The annual Chicken Barbecue and Auction enjoyed beautiful weather and steady 

attendance again this year. Once again exquisitely restored antique automobiles lined 
the front of the picnic area for the admiration of those arriving to feast and enjoy the 
day. Jessica Riley organized student volunteers to serve and help with other duties. 
From Lockwood 4H, Lochlan Drinkwine, Ephrem Drinkwine, Lyric Drinkwine, Cort 
Loester and Sophia Venegas pitched in, as did Sage Dimock of San Antonio School and 
Jimmy Morales from King City High School. Lockwood 4H and Hall members Josh 
and Penny Riley, Morgan Hancock, and Megan Weferling also donated community 
service time. Under auctioneers Rupert Lyle and Ed Buntz, all white elephants 
gathered and organized by Board member Delfina Pineda found new homes, closing 
out another successful spring Hall barbecue and auction event.
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Open Mic Night
by Collin Riley

On April 14, neighbors 
enjoyed a fun evening of 
music at the Hall. This 
regularly scheduled, monthly 
event showcases local talent. 
The April event featured 
performances by Steve DeBille, 
Charles Ewing, John Hontos, 
Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, and Collin Riley.

Steve DeBille began the show playing Bossa Nova and 
American jazz arrangements on classical guitar. Tunes 
included jazz standard “Misty” by Errol Garner, “Gentle 
Rain” by Luiz Bonfá, and “All the Things You Are” by 
Jerome Kern.

Rupert Lyle, John Hontos, and Meg Hontos, as an 
ensemble, presented four Celtic tunes with Rupert on 
two types of whistles, Meg on her small concert harp, and 
John Hontos playing bouzouki. Tunes included a slow aire 
whose title is translated “Take my Hand” and a tune with 
varying tempo entitled “Out on the Sea,” evoking images of 
the rolling ocean.

Charles Ewing then played and sang Mexican folk 
songs in preparation for his performance at the upcoming 
Cinco de Mayo themed potluck. Tunes included “Rayito de 
Luna” and “Malagueña Salerosa.” Both songs concerned the 
passions and perils of love. Charles sang them in Spanish 
and translated their meaning. He also played a beautiful 

instrumental medley of other familiar folk tunes.
Collin Riley brought three original, optimistic songs.
Rounding out the evening, first-time performer Michael 

Walters demonstrated his varied talents. Michael began 
by accompanying his own singing on twelve-string guitar 
and was then accompanied by Rupert, John, and Meg 
while singing the traditional Scottish song, “The Parting 
Glass.”  Following his performance, Michael offered some 
excellent pinot noir wine, which he personally had made, 
to the guests for toasting. In personal conversation, Michael 
shared his positive impressions of the quality and potential 
of the Santa Cruz vineyard that grew the wine grapes. The 
guests were privileged to hear and engage with Michael in 
this way.

Open Mic Music Night takes place the second Saturday 
of each month.  Please join us at Hesperia Hall on Saturday, 
May 11, at 7:00 pm to either perform or simply enjoy the 
evening.

Meg Hontos put her 
organizing skills to work 
on the mess that was the 
Hall kitchen pantry. Her 
dedication and hard work 
worked a miracle. Take a 
look the next time you are 
at the Hall.
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Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell

Apricots are a delicious early 
summer fruit, so think about adding 
a tree or two to your orchard. Some 
years you may lose fruit to frosts and 
spring storms, as apricots bloom and 
set fruit early, but the risks are worth it. There is nothing 
like a tree-ripened apricot. Beware of birds, as they are very 
fond of the fruit.

You can eat apricots fresh, put them in pie or other 
pastry, make a delicious sorbet, add them to a quinoa salad, 
or make chutney. The following recipe is from Melissa 
Caster:

Apricot Chutney
6 quarts quartered apricots
2 onions chopped
3 cups apple cider vinegar
2 ½ cups raisins
2 cups brown sugar
2 Tbsps. chili powder
1 Tbsp. mustard seed
1 Tbsp. fennel seed
1 tsp. allspice
½ tsp. cloves
2 tsps. cinnamon
2 tsps. salt
Add all ingredients to a heavy 8-quart stock pot. Stir 

ingredients and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer 
uncovered for about an hour or until juice has thickened. 
Stir occasionally to prevent browning on the bottom. Pour 
into sterilized jars and seal. May be eaten fresh, but flavor 
improves after a few days.

Window on the Wild
by Craig Caster

Fifty feet above the 
open grassland edged with 
oak, a falcon-like raptor tips 
and dips gracefully against 
the wind with long (39 - 43 
inch wingspan) pointed 
wings as he hunts across the field. Snowy white with black 
shoulder patches and wingtips, this male white-tailed kite 
is a striking sight to see. Detecting a movement below, he 
fans the oncoming wind with his wings to maintain a fixed 
point in the air. Seeing a plump vole foraging in the grass, 
with his red ruby eyes locked, wings back, and talons 
outstretched, he dives to his prey and swoops back into the 
sky with the vole in his talons.

A familiar female kite has been working the field as 
well. He climbs to hover above her with his wings in a “V” 
and dangles the vole in the air for her to see. She is taken 
with the gift, and swoops up to take the vole in her talons 
in a stunning aerial exchange.

As a pair they will begin to build a nest together with 
sticks and grasses in the upper third branches of a tall oak. 
He will often bring the material to her, and she will build 
the nest to her liking. He begins to hunt for her as she lays 
three to six eggs and incubates them. Once they hatch, he 
will hunt for the whole family. As the nestlings grow older, 
the parents will take turns hunting.

Unlike other raptors, white-tailed kites can have two or 
even three clutches of eggs if prey is abundant. A new nest 
is made for each clutch.

In the early 1900s, white-tailed kites were pushed 
to near extinction due to habitat loss, hunting, and egg 
collection. Their population growth coincided with 
conservation efforts and the introduction of the English 
house mouse to the US. They are now widespread 
throughout California. Voles and mice continue to be their 
chief diet. White-tailed kites are somewhat migratory in 
the fall and winter nonbreeding season. During this time 
they will often establish communal roosts of fifty or more 
in several close trees.

We are grateful to have such a beautiful and beneficial 
raptor in our countryside. Please remember that using 
rodenticides can have disastrous effects on these and 
other birds of prey. The benefit of using a snap trap is that 
unwanted rodents can be disposed of instead of ending 
up in the wall or unsuspectingly eaten by pets or wildlife. 
For every rapture saved from secondary poisoning, an 
exponential number of rodents will be reduced naturally.
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Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

As our local reservoirs reached near critical low levels, 
much of the exposed lake floor began to support abundant 
weed and brush growth in the nutrient rich sediment. Some 
of these plants and bushes have been flooded by the slightly 
higher water level. A maze of stems and branches provide 
cover and habitat for young and newly hatched baby fish. 
With a place to hide, future generations of fish have a 
much greater chance of survival. As the vegetation begins 
to decay, its nutrients will dissolve and provide nutrition 
for the small organisms that are the basis of the food chain. 
Gradual water level increases will provide the most benefit 
as new flooding replaces the cover lost to decay. So far, it 
looks like a promising scenario.

May fishing success is all about the interaction of the 
forage base and the game fish.

Most of the game fish that anglers like to catch began 
spawning in March, and most finish in April. Catfish 
seem to begin their spawn a little later and continue into 
the summer months. Fishing the shallow spawning zones 
was terrific for a while, but then slowed down. The shad 

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

The end of school is knocking on our door, and with it 
comes summer break. It has been a wonderful year with the 
True Life Youth Group with consistently anywhere from 
twelve to eighteen attendees at our evening meetings and 
meals and having taken over twenty young people to Hume 
Lake Christian Camp in the Sierras over winter. Thanks so 
much to everyone who encouraged us, donated to help 
make meals and Hume Lake possible, cooked meals for us, 
helped counsel at camp, etc. Your investment in our local 
youth won’t return void. Feel free to call us at (805) 472-
9325 for May meeting dates (we take our break starting in 
June) or to ask about beginning to plug a youth in for next 
year. The True Life Youth Group is open to all, grades 6–12, 
whether or not their families attend True Life Christian 
Fellowship.

The Puzzler
What is the probability that the next person you meet 

has an above average number of arms? Is it: Impossible, 
Unlikely, Likely, Very Likely, or Certain?

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
We got many good solutions. As examples consider 

(1+1+1)! -1 = 5, or (1+1)squared + (1x1) = 5, or the more exotic 
“floor” (round down) (11)/(1+1) = 5, this from computer 
science major Andrew W. Other good ideas came from Rose 
H., Robin F., John K., Don U., and Ed B. 

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer.

migration has developed more momentum and larger 
volume. Once the schools of shad showed up, the game 
fish that had been recovering from the stress of spawning 
responded by feeding aggressively. Almost all of the game 
fish are focused on the same menu, so searching for the 
zones where the shad are congregating is an important part 
of putting together a successful day. Using lures that mimic 
or imitate the shad minnows has been a key strategy for 
unlocking the fishing puzzle. With the warmer water, fish 
are more active, so faster moving reaction lures can be as 
effective as the slower, more deliberate finesse presentations.

Be versatile and see if you can solve the angling puzzle           
—Tight Lines!
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2019 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

May Calendar Highlights
 1 Home Bureau 12-2
 5 Cinco de May
  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  7 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at Hall 7pm
 10  Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 11  Dutch Oven Cookoff, noon
  Open Mic Night at Hall 7pm
 12  Mother’s Day
  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 14 Yoga 6pm
 15 Home Bureau 12-2
 17  Potluck Dinner 7pm
 19  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 21 SMCERTA at Hesperia Hall 7:15pm  
  Yoga 6pm
 26 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  27 Memorial Day
  Deadline to Submit Calendar Photos
 28 Yoga 6pm
June 1 Calendar Photo Judging 5-7pm
 2 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  SOL-O  Concert at St. Luke’s 3pm
 4 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at Hall 7pm
  5 Home Bureau 12-2
 8  Open Mic Night at Hall 7pm
 9 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 11  Yoga 6pm


