
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

One year ago, at the February 2019 
potluck, the Board of Directors made a 
presentation regarding the installation of 
wood grain fiber cement board over the 
existing, deteriorating walls. We eventually surveyed the 
membership and paid for an assessment by an outside 
contractor. He recommended using real wood siding, 
which best duplicates the original appearance. We had 
considered that too, while recognizing it’s costlier and does 
not provide additional fire resistance. He also emphasized 
the need to fix the foundation and make the building square 
and stable.  

The challenge before us is how to fund the needed 
repairs, no matter what form they take. We discovered a 
new option for this effort with the assistance of Dr. James 
Brescia, Superintendent of Schools for SLO County. The 
County has a tax exempt non-profit organization with the 
charitable purpose of pursuing Career Technical Education 
(CTE) opportunities in support of local community needs. 
We are exploring a partnership with the SLO County 
organization to specifically fund and execute a renovation 
of our Hall’s foundation. The project is intended to replace 
the large rocks, pier blocks, and shims with fastened post 
and pier supports under the girders.  

Unlike a year ago, we are no longer arguing the necessity 
of the Hall’s preservation, but, rather, how to get it done.

Change has begun.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

Following the apple tree grafting demonstration, 
which begins at 5:00 pm, the March potluck, hosted 
by the Board, takes place at Hesperia Hall on Friday, 
March 20, at 7:00 pm. Local musicians will present 
St. Patrick’s Day themed music during dinner.

In her presentation at the February 21 potluck dinner, our 
speaker Betsy Wood shared her research and local knowledge 
about Bryson-Hesperia area residents and properties going back 
to the homestead period. Janice Smith-Ramseier, Hall Historian, 
displayed documents and artifacts reflective of the Hall’s history 
and joined in an informal discussion of local history, handed 
down stories, and reminiscences.
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The Belva Lockwood Memorial Plaque now presides over 
a garden of native plants at the Lockwood Post Office. 
This project, organized by the PerSisters of Lockwood and 
sponsored by several local organizations including Hesperia 
Hall, was dedicated on November 23, 2019. A replicated 
plaque was used due to production problems, but the real 
bronze piece is now available for viewing. The January, 2020, 
edition of News from the Hall featured an article on the 
dedication and the historical significance of Belva Lockwood, 
the first woman to argue a case before the Supreme Court and 
run a full campaign for the office of U.S. President. Photo by 
Paula Getzelman

Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee extends our thanks to Ali 
and Pat Tabidian for their recent donation to the program. 
They moved closer to their grandsons and no longer have 
the orchard produce they so kindly brought to help raise 
scholarship funds. We appreciate their keeping the Hall in 
their thoughts and actions.

This is a reminder to all aspiring college or technical 
school students that Hall scholarship applications for 
academic year 2020-2021 are due no later than April 1, 
2020. Application forms are available on our web site http://
hesperiahall.org. King City High School seniors should 
apply through the school scholarship application process; 
all other applicants should apply directly to the Hall. 
Applications can be mailed to Hesperia Hall c/o Ed Buntz, 
2527 Smith Road, Bradley, CA 93426, or sent electronically 
to hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall 
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college 
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Prepare for Grafting Class at Hesperia Hall
by Ed Buntz

We will be conducting our annual apple tree grafting 
demonstration/class at Hesperia Hall in conjunction 
with our potluck on March 20. We will also have a small 
number of pear rootstock/scions and Conadria Fig tree 
starts to provide variety this year. Everything is free for 
Hall members, as the Hall obtains the rootstock, variety of 
scions, potting soil, tape, goop, and one gallon pots.

We expect Jim and Bridget Ritterbush and possibly other 
skilled members from the central coast California Rare Fruit 

Kay (Smith) Brand Celebration of Life
by Pam Sanchez

Please join me and my husband Ed to honor my mom 
Kay at Hesperia Hall on Saturday, April 4, beginning at 
2:00 pm. We plan on having a projected slide show and 
opportunities for attendees to relate stories and memories 
about Kay’s life and contributions to the Bryson-Hesperia 
community. We will provide cake, cookies, coffee, and 
light drink refreshment. Feel free to bring an hors d’oeuvre 
or refreshment item if you would like to share. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests donations be made to Hesperia 
Hall or Hesperia Hall Scholarship Fund. Please RSVP to 
Janice Smith-Ramseier at (805) 472-2268 or Ed Buntz at (805) 
472-2070, or email hesperiahall@yahoo.com so we have a 
general idea of attendance.

We look forward to seeing you at the Hall in 
remembrance of such a special lady.
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Mission Days Event 
by Dominic Gregorio

Come to the pristine Valley of the Oaks and enjoy a step 
backward in time to the mission era. Attend Mission San 
Antonio’s annual Mission Days event on Saturday, April 4, 
2020, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Parking and admission is 
$10/car. Authentic mission era food will be offered for $10/
plate with water and soft drinks also available

There will be historical re-enactors in costume 
portraying soldiers, artisans, vaqueros, musicians, and 
dancers. Mission crafts and activities will be demonstrated, 
including weaving, blacksmithing, candle making, tortilla 
making, and much more. Members of Los Arribeños de San 
Francisco will be performing historical Californio music 
and dance from the Mission period.  Artists will be present 
to display and offer for sale their original artwork. Access 
Adventure will offer horsedrawn wagon rides, with wheel 
chair accessibility for the disabled. Access Adventure is led 
by Michael Muir, the great grandson of John Muir.

Mission San Antonio de Padua, the third oldest Spanish 
mission in California, was founded by Junipero Serra in 
1771. The mission is a state historical landmark and is on 
the national register of historic places. The mission remains 
an active Catholic parish and retreat center. Mission San 
Antonio is surrounded by Fort Hunter Liggett and is 

Clam Chowder Dinner
On Saturday, March 21, Lockwood Community Center 

will host a dinner to raise funds in support of the Nacitone 
Museum. At a cost of only $15, a dinner of clam chowder, 
bread, and salad is on offer with no-host beer, wine, and 
soda available as well. Dessert also will be available for 
purchase. Dinner is served from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, with the 
option of take-out dinners available from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. 
Dinner tickets in advance will be available at Lockwood 
Store and Pine Canyon Store.

Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Auction
The annual Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and White 

Elephant Auction is coming up on Sunday, April 26.  This 
major fundraising event for Hesperia Hall requires the 
contributions of many generous members, neighbors, and 
friends. 

If you have cupboards, closets, or storage spaces that 
are housing things you no longer use, items you were 
gifted, items that seemed like a good idea at the time you 
acquired them but that haven’t worked out, then what 
you need is a big box in which to collect all those things 
cluttering your life. What isn’t quite working for you may 
be just the thing for someone else. Why not do a cleanout 
and donate useable extra possessions to the Hesperia Hall 
White Elephant Auction? All proceeds go to the Hall. See 
the April issue of this newsletter for times and instructions 
for delivering your donations.

The chicken barbecue lunch includes a homemade 
dessert, so be prepared for a request for baked goods as 
the date nears. If you are a pie baker, this will be where 
you shine, but all delicious desserts are gratefully received. 
Each year, needless to say, the dessert table generates a host 
of fans.

conveniently reached by publically accessible roads. The 
mission is located off Jolon Road, at 1 Mission Road, Jolon, 
California 93928.  For more information, visit our website at 
www.missionsanantonio.net or call (831) 385-4478 ext.17.

Growers (CRFG) to attend and conduct the demonstration. 
There will be thirty apple trees, so please call Ed Buntz at 
(805) 472-2070 if you are attending the class and wish to 
take home at least one tree. If you are not a Hall member 
and would like to attend, you can become a member at the 
class.  Remember to bring your scions as described in earlier 
articles as well as a knife suitable for grafting if you have 
one. We could also use additional donated one gallon pots 
for future classes (side bottom holes only; rootstock grows 
right through a middle hole into the ground).

The class will start at 5:00 pm in order to allow for 
plenty of time to complete the demonstrations and to graft, 
pot, and water all the trees. The potluck will commence at 
the usual time of 7:00 pm.
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Rural Coalition Town Hall on March 27
by Paula Getzelman and Susan Raycraft

Inspired by Hesperia Hall’s annual event, the Southern 
Monterey County Rural Coalition (SMCRC) began hosting 
a Town Hall & Potluck Dinner in Lockwood in the spring of 
2012. It’s almost that time again, and this year’s Town Hall 
event is scheduled for Friday, March 27, at 6:00 pm at the 
Lockwood Community Center.

Although we have a national election coming up, we felt 
there is plenty of information circulating about the national 
issues. We chose instead to focus on important local issues 
at this year’s event.

It’s critical that we come together as a community 
to learn what’s on the horizon and to voice our ideas 
and concerns to those who represent us. We’ve invited 
representatives from county government and Fort Hunter 
Liggett to discuss issues that specifically affect us and the 
protection of our rural lifestyle.

SMCRC will provide main dishes for the potluck 
dinner while attendees are encouraged to bring appetizers, 
side dishes, or desserts.

What’s important is to come out and, as a community, 
participate in supporting our mutually beneficial goal of 
“Protecting and enhancing our rural lifestyle by facilitating 
communication, education and action, when appropriate, 
within the community and with government/public 
agencies.”

We look forward to seeing you there.

Bouncing Babies of Bryson Hesperia
by Jean Thompson

Please come help celebrate the soon-to-be newest 
community members of Bryson Hesperia. Bryan and 
Desirae Cogdell and Matt and Bethany Gil will be honored 
at a community baby shower, Sunday, March 15, at 1:00 
pm at the Hall. They are registered at www.babylist.com/
desirae-cogdell and www.babylist.com (search for Bethany 
and Matt Gil).

Hope to see you there.

Adorable and Adoptable Pets
by Nicole Kemp 

Meet our newest foster, Freddie. Freddie came to us as 
a stray from the animal shelter in Salinas, and he is around 
six years old and is about twenty pounds. He’s quite tall 
and filled in for a little dog. Freddie loves being outdoors 
and loves a long walk or hike. Freddie stays glued to his 
human, and he comes when called off leash. Freddie is 
great with all dogs, cats, and chickens. Please feel free to 
call or message me at (831) 320-6971 if you are interested in 
Freddie or another animal up for adoption.
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Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell

Chickpea of the Sea Sandwiches
15 oz. can chickpeas
½ cup chopped green onions
½ cup chopped dill pickle
1 cup chopped celery
Juice of ½ lemon
1 Tbsp. soy sauce
2 Tbsps. finely chopped nori (optional)
1 Tbsp. nutritional yeast (optional)
2 Tbsps. mayonnaise
Sliced bread
Drain chickpeas and rinse. Place in bowl and lightly 

mash some of the chickpeas. Add green onions, pickle, 
celery, lemon juice, soy sauce, mayonnaise, and optional 
ingredients to bowl and mix. Spoon chickpea salad onto 
bread and serve.

Variations: You may add white onion instead of green 
onion, pickle relish instead of dill pickle, and a leaf of crisp 
lettuce on top of the sandwich is a nice addition.

Window to the Wild
by Craig Caster

Like an impressionistic study of brown contrasts, with 
dark shaggy throat manes, buff backs, white rump patches, 
and dark-stockinged legs, the grazing herd becomes a great 
warm spirit absorbing the textured land. We are fortunate 
to have two populations of Tule elk, cervus Canadensis 
nannades, in our countryside, one at Hunter Liggett and 
one at Camp Roberts. These majestic elk can be observed 
in herds along Interlake Road and Jolon Road through the 
winter months as grass cover develops.

Bulls range in size from 450 to 700 pounds, while the 
cows are 375 to  425 pounds. They are seven feet long and 
stand four to five feet at the shoulder. Antlers of the bulls 
are shed and grow anew each year. Yearlings have a single 
spike, while older bulls develop formidable racks that are 
used in defense and competitions.

These herbivores are highly social animals. The herd 
is central to their life. They maintain a strong cooperative 
bond as they graze and are vigilant to predators and 
other threats. Herd movements are the result of seasonal 
variations in available water and forage. In the spring they 
become scattered, with the cows in small groups or alone 
where they seek thickets and brush cover to give birth to a 
single calf. Once the calves are sturdy enough to keep up, 
they regroup and travel as a herd in numbers of 15 to 200.  
The cows, calves, and young bulls travel together. The bulls 
are found in small groups, with the larger bulls often alone 
until fall rutting season when they bugle and compete for 
cow herds.

Before the Spanish introduced horses and cattle to 
the central grasslands of present-day California, Tule elk 
numbered more than 500,000. Unrestricted hunting, habitat 
loss, and the surge of the Gold Rush depleted herds until 
they were thought to be extinct in 1860. Then a small band 
with a single breeding pair was discovered and protected 
by a rancher named Henry Miller in 1874.  Hunting was 
banned and conservation efforts sporadically increased 
the number to 500 by 1933. Congress passed a resolution 
to establish a population of 2000 elk before hunting could 
be used to manage herd size. A multi-agency task force 
established twenty-two populations, including our local 
herds that grew to the current state population of 4500.

It is uplifting to see these elk herds living successfully 
in our countryside, gracefully contributing to the wild.
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Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch, Part 2
by Jean Thompson 

[The following is a continuation of the Dark Sky 
Watch article published in the February issue of News 
from the Hall.]

Barringer Meteor Crater and Its Environmental Effects. 
Forty-nine thousand years ago, a large 30 to 50 meter 

diameter iron asteroid impacted the Colorado Plateau 
in northern Arizona. The resulting massive explosion 
excavated 175 million tons of rock, forming a crater nearly a 
mile wide and 570 feet deep.

According to the Nuclear Test Ban Organization, which 
operates a network of sensors that monitors the Earth 
around the clock, listening for the ultrasound signature of 
nuclear detonations, there is an average interval of about 
10,000 years between events. They had recorded 26 atomic 
bomb scale asteroid impacts to our atmosphere between 
2000 and 2014. 

On March 11, 1998, asteroid astronomers around 
the world received an ominous message about new 
observational data on the recent discovery of asteroid 1997 
XF11 that suggested there was a chance that the half-mile 
wide object could hit Earth in 2028. The message came from 
the Minor Planet Center, in Massachusetts, the worldwide 
repository for such observations. Intended only for the very 
small astronomical community that hunted these objects, 
the news spread quickly, and it was reported that Earth was 
doomed.  

In the summer of 1998, NASA created the Center for 
Near-Earth Object Observation Program Office to fulfill 
a Congressional request to detect and catalog at least 90 
percent of all NEOs larger than one kilometer in size (roughly 
two-thirds of a mile) within 10 years. Fortunately, it turned 
out that Earth was never in danger, but the event elicited 
the establishment of the new Center for Near-Earth Object 
Studies (CNEOS), located at Jet Propulsion Laboratories 
(JPL). CNEOS has been computing high-precision orbits 
for all asteroids and comets and mapping their positions 
in the solar system, both forward in time to detect potential 

impacts, and backwards to see where they’ve been in the sky.
February 2013 an asteroid the size of a six-story building 

entered Earth’s atmosphere over Chelyabinsk, Russia, 
breaking apart 15 miles above ground and generating a 
shock wave equivalent to a 500-kiloton explosion. Another 
major collision was the Tunguska meteorite, which was ten 
times more energetic than Chelyabinsk and exploded over 
the Tunguska River in Siberia, on June 30, 1908. It flattened 
1,000 square miles of forest. 

We actually get a few meteorites from the moon and 
Mars. They are chunks that have been blown off by impacts. 

How big is big? 
Over the past 260 million years, impact rates peaked 

every 26 million years in tune with the cycle of mass 
extinctions. Five of the last six largest crater impacts 
include the 112-mile wide Chicxulub impact, credited for 
triggering the Cretaceous extinction. The “Death from 
Above” hypothesis was set forth to explain the periodicity 
observed in Earth’s mass extinction. Every 26 million years 
or so, our solar system travels through the Milky Way’s 
dense midplane, and the resulting gravitational jostles 
send comets that normally reside in the distant Oort Cloud 
barreling toward Earth. The Oort Cloud is a spherical shell 
of cometary bodies believed to surround the sun far beyond 
the orbits of the outermost planets.

Over the last 450 million years there have been five mass 
extinction events, the worst being the Permian extinction or 
the “Great Dying.” About 90% of Earth’s species were lost, 
in comparison to the 50%-75 % loss during the Cretaceous 
extinction 65 million years ago.

So how worried should we be? It is estimated that we 
have discovered about 60% of the NEO’S and short period 
comets having a body size of 1.5 kilometers or larger.

DIY: Meteorite Hunting - Place a magnet in a sealable 
plastic bag. Drag the bag around in the dirt. If you find 
rounded bits of iron, you have found a meteorite.

Fall of 2017 saw the first drill of national security 
response systems based on an asteroid strike. For the first 
time, the whole planetary defense system was tested. 
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True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

As you read this, we, hopefully, shall have returned 
safely, and with great stories, from our trip to Hume Lake 
Christian Camp the weekend of February 28--March 1. We 
are scheduled to take seventeen youth group members and 
six counselors up there and are praying for God to bless 
the trip, grow us, and reveal Himself to the youth, and for 
the youth to be filled with a deep sense of their worth and 
purpose in God, their Creator.

The youth group decided to build a giant gauntlet sled 
(from the Marvel movies) for their cardboard and duct 
tape boxsled this year, and we will be working on that 
around lunch after our service on Sunday, February 16. It 
should be a great thrill to see it come barreling down the 
hill representing our communities of Bryson-Hesperia and 
Lockwood! True Life Youth Group has won the boxsled 
competition three times in recent years. (If you haven’t seen 
any of the sleds they’ve made, you can come by True Life 
Christian Fellowship and see different parts of the sleds we 
have mounted on the walls along with photographs of each 
year’s sleds.)

 Thanks to all who have supported the True Life Youth 
Group with prayers, donations, meals, encouragement, 
counseling/driving, and more. The True Life Youth Group 
is open to all, grades 6—12. You do not need to attend True 
Life Christian Fellowship to be a part of it. Please call us 
with any questions at (805) 472-9325.

Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

March is the light 
at the end of the tunnel 
as anglers peer forward 
from the depths of 
winter. As a peppering 
of sunny days and early 
spring weather bring 
dormant grasses and 
wildflowers to life all 
around us, life beneath the waves has begun to awaken. 
As the sunʹs warmth unlocks winterʹs grip, shallow water 
tempts and beckons fish from their deep winter refuge. 
Spring sunshine starts building blocks of the food chain. 
Aquatic life blooms, beginning with algae growth, as the 
water warms.

Warming shallows become habitable, allowing the fish 
to move shallow to spawn. As winter erratically transitions 
into spring, migration from deep to shallow can have many 
reversals and false starts. While some of the fish may still be 
in their winter depths, large schools of fish and minnows 
tend to move to the zone between winter deep and spring 
shallow as they wait for the full moon lunar phase and 
sunshineʹs warmth to raise shallow water temperatures to 
comfort levels suitable for feeding and spawning. While 
fish are moving shallow, comfort can tempt warm weather 
anglers to wait for perfect Sunday picnic days before testing 
their luck. Fish will be testing the shallows long before water 
skiers and personal watercraft compromise the outdoor 
experience.

Recent ʺfield researchʺ expeditions reveal confirmation 
of occasional shallow fish with large groups of pre-spawn 
schools of fish staging in the nearby mid depths. As water The Puzzler

So, what are your chances of being born on a February 
29th? Express your answer as a fraction. (Suggested by a 
regular puzzle solver.)

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
There are lots of ways of arranging the cards as 

described. Only one person reported in. I’ll let you guess 
who that was.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer.

Two ongoing asteroid missions, the Japanese 
Hayabusa2 spacecraft visiting Ryugu, and NASA’s own 
OSIRIS-Rex probe at first-ever planetary defense mission, 
the Double Asteroid Redirection Test (Dart) are scheduled 
to launch 2022.

temperatures are still cool, successful connection with our 
quarry usually requires slower, repeated, and deliberate 
presentations garnished with patience and stealth. March 
is one of the yesterdays referred to in the old saying, ʺYou 
should have been here yesterday.ʺ Itʹs March; itʹs springtime; 
itʹs game on.

Tight Lines!

- 7 -



News from the Hall
51602 Hesperia Hall Road
Bradley, CA 93426

www.hesperiahall.org

Presorted Standard
US Postage

Paid
Permit 163 AMS

Paso Robles, CA

2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Candice McGregor
Directors – Bryan Cogdell , Margaret Hontos, Rupert Lyle , Jean Thompson, Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Candi McGregor, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

March Calendar Highlights  
 1 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
   3 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
   4 Home Bureau 12-2pm  
   8 Daylight Saving Time Begins 
  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 10 Yoga 6pm
 13 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 15 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Baby Shower at Hall 1pm 
 17 St. Patrick’s Day
  Yoga 6pm
 18 Home Bureau 12-2pm
 19 First Day of Spring
 20 Apple Grafting at the Hall 5pm
  Potluck Dinner 7pm
 21 Bulldog Run, Bradley
  Clam Chowder Donner 5-8pm
 22 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 24 Yoga 6pm
 27 SMCRC Town Hall at Lockwood  
   Community Center Center 6pm
 29 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 31 Cesar Chavez Day
  Yoga 6pm
Apr 1  Home Bureau 12-2pm
  Deadline for Scholarship  
   Applications
 4 Mission Days, San Antonio Mission
  Kay Brand Celebration of Life,  
   Hesperia Hall 2pm
   5 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
   7 Yoga 6pm


