Note from the Editors

 In the February issue of News from the Hall, we provided our email addresses incorrectly. You may get in touch with Joanne Norlin at jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, and with Barbara Walters at bwhallnews@gmail.com, or you may call Barbara at 472-2884. We prefer that you email all messages to both of us. We regret our error.

News from the Board

by Janice Smith-Ramseier

It's wonderful to finally get some rain! Our country is beginning to take on its beautiful “spring green”!
By the time you read this, we will have enjoyed a beautiful evening of music after our February Potluck Supper. Thanks to the Denny Family and Sol Rudnick for providing our entertainment. We are so fortunate to have talent such as theirs available to us.

Please note changes to the Hall Calendar of Events in this newsletter. We strive to put together programs that will be beneficial and welcome your input.
David Villegas is our person in charge of maintenance, and he is continuing to secure estimates on window repair/replacement. Thanks, David.
The next Board meeting will be March 13, 2009, 7:00 PM, at the home of Jan Ramseier. All members are welcome to attend.

Grafting Class Precedes Potluck at Hesperia Hall!

by Ed Buntz

This is a reminder that the California Rare Fruit Grower’s Organization (CRFG.org) has graciously volunteered to conduct another apple tree grafting demonstration/class at Hesperia Hall in conjunction with our potluck on Friday, March 20, 2009. Everything is free for attendees, as the Hall will pay for the root stock and the potting soil, and CRFG.org will bring instructors and much of the necessary equipment. Be sure to call Ed Buntz at 472-2070 if you are interested in attending the class. Attendees are welcome to bring apple scions of their choosing to graft onto the root stock. The grafting event will start promptly at 5:00 PM in order to allow plenty of time to complete the demonstrations and “learn by doing” to graft, pot, and water all the trees.
The potluck portion will be hosted by COL Kevin Riedler and his wife Beth and will honor the birthday of the United States Army. Potluck will commence at the usual time of 7:00 PM.

Gather Up Your Elephants!

by Carla Martinez

Just a friendly reminder to start gathering up your white elephants for our annual auction at the Chicken BBQ on Sunday, April 26th. All donations will benefit the Hall's scholarship fund. You may deliver your donations to the Hall the Sunday before the BBQ (April 19th) during the Farmer's Produce Exchange or on Wednesday, April 22nd, between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM. Unfortunately, we are not able to accept donations of clothing or large furniture and/or large appliances. If you need additional information regarding the auction, please contact either Ann Brown at 472-9664 or Carla Martinez at 805-391-3185. Many, many thanks to all who have previously supported our auction! We look forward to another successful event!
An Evening of Dining and Music

Okay, you live in a beautiful, rural setting, but you are a fifty-minute drive from town. After a chilly, rainy week, the weather has turned fair, at least temporarily. What to do come Friday night? Have dinner out and enjoy a little live music, perhaps? That is exactly the idea shared by neighbors and friends who attended the monthly potluck at Hesperia Hall on February 20th, and a fine idea it proved. 

As is ever the case, good food was in plentiful supply and, seemingly, much appreciated, since many a dish left the Hall empty. After-dinner entertainment arrived with the Denny family, who, with Charles Ewing on guitar, presented a program of varied genres.

Sol Rudnick introduced the musical performances, which opened with Daphne on cello, Rachel on twelve-string guitar, and Aurora Denny performing together, Aurora making her singing debut.

The evening program, with Aurora playing harp, covered a broad range of pieces, from original compositions by Rachel, to old folk ballads, to classical, Nicaraguan, and Paraguayan pieces. (The instrumentalists were unaware that their music would prove irresistible to one Molly Came, who was moved to perform a spontaneous dance recital in accompaniment to the musicians.) Those not in attendance need only go to www.hesperiahall.org to see pictures capturing a flavor of the evening.

Hesperia Hall is fortunate indeed to host evenings that include our wonderful local artists.
Naturalist’s Notebook

by Charles Ewing

The winter birds didn’t come to the Sapaque Valley this year. In winters past, we enjoyed seeing a dozen or more American robins hopping over our meadowland. This year, we’ve seen only one or two. How strange not to hear the plaintive whistle of the white-crowned sparrow. The cool rainy season always brings a few Stellar’s Jays down from the coastal mountains, but they haven’t shown up this year to scold me as I walk through our shady woodland. Not even reliable winter residents such as the hermit thrush or the ruby-crowned kinglet came this year. The arrival of these feathered friends are as much the harbingers of winter for Liz and me as the first big storm or the first hard freeze. Why didn’t they come this year? Perhaps there are some clues in the weather. Much of California had a very mild and dry December and January.

Perhaps the birds that would normally flee the harsh winter weather of the mountains and the north found no incentive to spend the winter with us. Perhaps last summer’s massive wildfires in the Santa Lucia Mountains forced our winter birds to find new homes away from their normal winter migration route to the Sapaque Valley. Perhaps a combination of both those factors kept our winter birds away from our area.
My observations are very local, and my causal posits are speculative. A wider view is needed. Naturalists need to directly observe and note patterns and then compare their data with others. I would welcome receiving the observations and speculative comments of neighbors. Have you seen any winter birds?

Home Bureau Report
Word out of the Home Bureau is that the sewing group has been very busy indeed. Under the direction of Kate Snell, the 2009 raffle quilt is taking shape and is only weeks away from the process of hand quilting. Every indication is that this year’s quilt will be spectacular, rivaling any of the past, so begin putting aside those one-, five-, ten-, and twenty-dollar bills. Invested in the purchase of raffle tickets, they may win you a queen-size beauty of a quilt, but they will advance the cause of raising money for the Hesperia Hall Scholarship Fund. And every cent donated through ticket sales goes directly for scholarships, all the overhead for materials and tickets having been absorbed by members of the group and friends.

The 2009 quilt is a variation on the traditional Storm at Sea pattern designed by Kate Snell, who also organizes the construction of blocks and quilting, ensuring that the project stays on time for its unveiling at the Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale the last Sunday in April. This first showing of the quilt is always an event of some moment for those involved in its creation as well as for their quilt-loving well-wishers.

If there are any out there who might be interested in plying their needle skills, or developing them, come join the Home Bureau Sewing Group. It meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from noon to 2:00 PM at the Hall. Be warned, however: quilting may become addictive.

True Life Youth Group News

by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor & Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

As you read this, we will probably be dusting off the snow and singing the praises from our Middle School Hume Lake trip. We are leaving Friday, February 27th, and coming back on Sunday, March 1. This is the largest group we have taken in awhile, with 22 people divided among four vehicles! Thanks to all of you who have helped make our trips possible. We will write more about this one in our next article.

Three of our high schoolers are preparing to go to Mexico on a mission’s trip with Grace Lutheran's youth group over Easter break. We miss them at youth group as they are going to preparation meetings for that trip, but we are really proud of them, and we look forward to the testimonies they will bring back. Thanks bunches to the Phillips and Grace Lutheran for their heart to always include us in their adventures!

Our Youth Nights continue, averaging two a month. You can call us at 472-9325 for March dates. The youth group is open to all youth, grades 6–12.

This Month in the Garden

by Carolyn Lingor

March is still a bit of a slow month in the garden, but there are a few chores that can be done. You can start summer vegetable and perennial seeds indoors and continue to direct sow winter vegetable seeds outdoors during the first part of the month. Now is also a good time to add summer annuals to your garden by direct sowing seeds such as cosmos and sweet alyssum. You should also finish up dividing perennials such as daylilies, and planting gladiolus, tigridia, oriental lilies, and other summer flower bulbs by the middle of the month. Now would also be a good time to inspect your drip systems and soaker hoses for any needed repairs or replacements.
Happy gardening.

Cooking from the Garden

by Kate Snell

Right now I am harvesting red cabbage, which has weathered the winter very well. It can take quite a bit of freezing temperatures; red cabbage was the one vegetable that survived unscathed after the Alaskan freeze 15+ years ago.

I put out starts in September in well- amended soil and harvest anywhere from February to April, depending on the amount of winter warmth. Growing vegetables through the winter is advantageous due to the rains which reduce watering and because there are fewer pests. I enjoy making slaw with red cabbage, but absolutely love sweet and sour cabbage with apples. The following is my recipe:

1
head red cabbage, coarsely shredded

1
T. butter

2
whole cloves
½
tsp. allspice or 1 allspice berry (optional)

2-3
apples, sliced

½
cup apple cider vinegar

¼+
cup brown sugar

Melt butter in large skillet on medium heat and add spices. Sauté for about 1-2 minutes. Add shredded cabbage and apples, and sauté for a couple minutes more. Sprinkle on sugar and then add vinegar. Put a lid on the pan, turn heat to low, and simmer for about 15 minutes, or until done to your preference. Taste results and add more vinegar or sugar if needed. Serve.

This dish goes well with pork or other meats. I prefer red cabbage with Koenigsberg meatballs or a roast loin of pork with mashed potatoes or spatzle.

Mission Days at Mission San Antonio de Padua

by Kevin Steele

On Saturday, April 4, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, the Mission San Antonio de Padua will hold its second Mission Days celebration. Visitors can travel back in time to the days of Old California on the grounds of the “Mission that time forgot.”

Re-enactors dressed in period costumes as padres, soldiers, artisans, and neophytes (Native Americans) will be on hand demonstrating early 19th Century skills to include adobe brick making, weaving, blacksmithing, and cooking such period favorites as tortillas and chicharones.

Children will love participating in bead making, face painting, acorn grinding, and Native American games. Visitors also will not want to miss the local boutique olive oil and jerky displays. Equestrians and all those who love horses will thrill to watch vaqueros, using period saddles and other historical tack, putting their mounts through their paces, and everyone will want to take a wagon or carriage ride, provided again this year by Michael Muir’s Access Adventure.

Music lovers will enjoy performances by the New World Baroque Orchestra playing original music composed for Mission San Antonio, and the Alta California Orchestra, assisted by students from King City schools, presenting a program of early California rancho music and dance. The concerts will be presented within the Great Church. Dance groups will perform throughout the day, and everyone is welcome to participate in the dancing. The Arts Council of Monterey County with support from the Monterey County Board of Supervisors gave a substantial grant for the period music.

Come hungry, as Mission-era food and drinks (no alcohol please) will be available for purchase. Admission is just $10 per vehicle. Please join us for a day you will long remember. The Mission San Antonio community welcomes you and appreciates your help in raising funds for costly facility maintenance and for State-mandated improvements to this historic site.

Note: Entry to Mission San Antonio is six miles inside Ft. Hunter-Liggett. The U.S. Army requires drivers to have a valid driver’s license, proof of insurance, and vehicle registration. Passengers over the age of 18 should also have a driver’s license or other photo ID. Questions can be answered by calling the Mission at 831-385-4478 x17. Visit our website at www.missionsanantonio.net.
San Antonio School
january, 2009, student of the month:

2nd/3rd Grade

Character Award – Grace Shepherd
3rd Grade

Academic Achievement – Victoria Villegas

6th Grade

Outstanding Effort – Cecilia Pineda

7th Grade

Academic Achievement – Yuri Pineda
8th Grade

Academic Achievement – Sarah Shepherd
Cheese Making Class - FUN!

by Cherie Landon

This year I told my husband Dave, "I decided to make a New Years Resolution.” Usually I don't, but I thought I had come up with a really good one. "I'm going to have more fun this year than I did last year." Dave got a concerned look on his face and checked to make sure his wallet was still in his back pocket. "Don't worry. I can have lots of fun without spending a lot of money," I assured him.

So when I saw that Aurora Denny was going to teach a cheese making class, I knew this would be a great way to begin to fulfill my resolution. The class was held in January at the Hall. Five ladies attended. (What's the matter, guys? Don't like cheese?)

I will try to explain in amateur terms what we did. Aurora had a huge pan of milk, and she began by heating it slowly in a tub of water. Then, when the milk reached the proper temperature, she added rennet, which makes the milk turn into curd and whey. (Yes, just like in little Miss Muffet.) You let that sit for a while, cut it, and press out the whey. Then the separated curd needs to sit at least overnight before you can make cheese. However, Aurora had brought some curd she had made the night before so that we could perform the last step of cheese making. In the last step you pour hot water over the curd, knead a little salt into it, and —you have cheese.

We got to take home the curd that we made at the beginning of the class and make more cheese at home. It was great fun, and interesting. I got to meet a few new people, learn a new skill, and take home some cheese! Not to mention, I am on the way to fulfilling my New Year’s Resolution: more fun this year —easy to do when you live in Bryson-Hesperia.
Scholarship Fund Report

by Ed Buntz

The scholarship committee is honored to announce donations in memory of the recently departed Edith Smith. We would like to acknowledge Edith’s generous family and friends as follows: Janice Smith-Ramseier, Bill Hooper, and the folks at San Luis Obispo County Farm Supply. If you would like to make a donation in memory of Edith Smith, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put Edith Smith Memory on the memo line and send to: Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426, or give your check to any Board member at a Hall event.
We would like to express our appreciation to David and Paula Kuty for their special donation in memory of David’s mom Stella Strickland. It has been a true honor to receive a significant number of gifts in her name over these past few months.

We also received another annual donation from the Charles & Anna Pedrazzini Foundation. We extend thanks to all the trustees for this nice gift, but especially recognize Beth Winters for her work with this foundation.

These acknowledgements clearly demonstrate that the Hall Scholarship Fund is off to a good start for 2009, and the committee is particularly gratified with the link between our community’s past and educational opportunities for our talented and motivated youth!

All of our fourteen scholarship recipients for academic year 2008 – 2009 have completed their first semester, embarked on their second semester, reported their grades, sent heartfelt thank you notes, and received their checks. They are all performing well in school, making us proud with their success in all aspects of life, and are all expressly appreciative of the community support.

Reminder to all aspiring college or technical school students, Hall scholarship applications for academic year 2009 – 2010 are due no later than April 1, 2009. Application forms are available on the Hall bulletin board or on our web site www.hesperiahall.org.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 472-9556.

Anthony Cruz of Lockwood 4-H Honored by the San Francisco 49ers

by Anthony Cruz

In May I was sent an application to fill out from the San Francisco 49ers to apply for their annual Community Quarterback Award. The award recognizes local people who have done really good things in the Community. Every year the 49ers award one Grand Prize winner with $10,000 and five finalists with $1,000 each to donate to the organizations of their choice. I was chosen as one of the 49ers five finalists and was also the only child chosen.
Along with the donation, all of us got to go to King Fish Restaurant in San Mateo for a luncheon with the 49ers where we were each awarded the check that was to be given to the organization, and a really cool solid wooden football as our trophy. The trophy is insane and I have never seen anything like it. It is really heavy as well. Steve Bono, a former 49ers quarterback, presented us with the trophy and he signed mine as well. We were also given a 49ers hat that Steve Bono signed for me, too.

I knew Steve Bono was going to be there with us, and I looked through my football cards to see if I had one of him, and I did. So before the awards were given out, I asked him if he could sign the card, and he did. But there was one problem that he pointed out to me. He was wearing the wrong uniform. The card was from when he was a Cardinal and not with the 49ers, which I knew, but I thought that he would not realize it since the uniform was red like the 49ers.
The organization that I chose to donate the money to was the SPD (Sensory Processing Disorder) Foundation, which helps kids like me with autism and SPD deal with the sensory issues in everyday life. My Occupational Therapist, Chris Goodman, helped me pick this foundation because I wanted to give the money to a company that does not have much and can be grateful. They were so happy and honored that we chose them. The SPD Foundation sent me a shirt to wear at the game, and it says “Sensational Kid” on the front. The main doctor, Dr. Lucy Jane Miller, sent me an autographed copy of her book Sensational Kids. That was very nice of them to send me Thank You gifts and letters.
Along with the luncheon, the 49ers gave me and my family five tickets to the 49ers versus Eagles game on October12th. The 49ers wanted me to go there early so I could walk the field and know what to expect during the game. After the walk-through, my family and I took pictures with the Gold Rush Cheerleaders. When we got on the field it was different than last time. The 49ers and Eagles were practicing, and I was on the field with them. There were a lot of retired football players and news crews. Marines and big important people were on there too. In the middle of the practice they had their pre-game show and all the Community Quarterback Award winners went into the middle of the field and were each re-presented the awards that we got during the luncheon. When they called our names, we stepped out and waved to the fans. It was very loud during the game so I wore my earplugs. It was really cool, and we were also featured in their Game Day Magazine that they sell at the game.
By the way, the 49ers lost that game, which I was sad about, because I thought that they would win.
Changes to Hesperia Hall Calendar

· May 15, 2009, potluck hosted by Janice Smith-Ramseier, Bingo Night

· June 6, 2009, calendar photo judging, time TBD

· June 19, 2009, potluck hosted by the Board, Cowboy Poetry Night with Janice Gilbertson

· July 17, 2009, potluck hosted by the Board, scholarship recipients to speak

The Puzzler

I recently ran across a most interesting number: 8,549,176,320. Why is it unique?

Answers to last month’s puzzlers:
Solution to Puzzle 1: The key is to leave only the fox and grain together. Man moves chicken and returns for the grain (or fox) leaving that on the other side and returning with chicken. He then moves the fox (or grain) and returns empty to pick up the chicken. Seven crossings.

Solution to Puzzle 2: The only perfect square year near us is 2025, the square of 45, so the woman must have been born in 1980.

The answer to this month’s puzzler will appear in the next issue of News from the Hall.
Hesperia Hall Happenings

· Farmers’ Market every Sunday from 11am to 1pm

· The Home Bureau Sewing Group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from noon to 2pm

· Line Dancing classes every Thursday at 7pm; spectators welcome

· Yoga at the Hall, every Tuesday, 6pm

· Bookmobile at the Hall every other Tuesdays: next visit March 24th, from 3:15 to 4pm

2009 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Janice Smith-Ramseier

Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz

Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley

Directors – Ann Brown, Carol Kenyon, Cherie Landon, Carla Martinez, Kevin Steele, David Villegas

Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall

Send to Ann Brown, 2280 Sapaque Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization and gives you one free use of the Hall each year.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11 issue year for a business card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter featuring various news and instructional articles of interest to those living in the Bryson-Hesperia community, along with advertisements from local vendors and services. The editorial views expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its board members. Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
 Resident of Lockwood








