
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

The Board of Directors met recently 
to consider the results from the Hall 
Preservation Survey, which appeared in 
this space in the April newsletter. First 
and most importantly, thank you to the 
members who participated. The results were first, second, 
and third for Options I, II, and III. While the survey was 
hypothetical in nature, hall maintenance is a very real and 
ongoing concern. Nearly all respondents wanted the Hall 
to be preserved and maintained for generations to come; 
we just don’t have agreement on the best method for doing 
that.

Before recommending further action, the Board will 
seek an evaluation from an appropriate expert regarding 
the structural concerns of the Hall’s siding. In the meantime, 
the Board voted to move ahead on two important, overdue 
maintenance projects. The first is to install a trap door for 
better access to the foundation, enabling a more thorough 
inspection. The other is to complete the recent repair work 
on the floor by sealing it now, and as often as necessary. 
Installing additional side vents under the floor to prevent 
rain damage will also be a part of floor maintenance.

On a different yet related topic, a huge thank you 
to everyone who helped with and attended our annual 
Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Auction on April 28. 
Judging from the feedback, everyone had a great time. An 
outstanding meal and delicious desserts played a part in 
that, as did the music provided by Nick Brittan.

In the end, that’s what this is all about, preserving the 
Hall as a place where we can gather and appreciate the 
company of friends and neighbors. The Hall itself is an old 
building in a state of decline; the community creates the 
heart and soul of it. Hopefully, taking care of one will have 
a similar effect on the other.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

This month’s Hesperia Hall potluck dinner will take 
place on, Friday, June 21, beginning at 7:00 pm. There 
is no guest speaker or program scheduled at this 
time, so bring a dish to share, and possibly a guest or 
two of your own, and join your neighbors for relaxed 
al fresco dining under the great oak. It will be a good 
opportunity to catch up and stay in touch.

The very enjoyable May potluck dinner on Friday, May 17 
was more sparsely attended than usual, though it must be 
noted the dinner was in competition with the fair in King 
City. There was no program for the evening, so guests had 
an opportunity to sit together and chat through a pleasant 
meal. Among all the chatter, there was general comment 
about especially tasty dishes, which doesn’t typically happen 
in a larger crowd. Extra culinary effort may be called for 
when Hall neighbors next meet for dinner at the potluck 
on June 21. By June, weather generally is fair and warm 
enough for dining outside under the great oak. Photos by 
Josh Riley.
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Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Patricia 
and Randy Woodfill, along with Maria Weinerth, for their 
donations in memory of Ed McComas.

We have eight deserving students earning scholarships 
this year. Jessica Steele, Grace Shepherd, and Tabitha Castro 
received their awards at the King City High School Banquet 
on May 4. They are invited to join us at the Hall Scholarship 
Potluck on July 19, along with additional recipients Bethany 
Reinstedt, Nichole Landon, Yuri Pineda, Delaney Carroll, 
and Aly Carroll. Each student will have the opportunity to 
introduce their family and make a short presentation on 
their college plans.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall 
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college 
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Hall Firewood
 by Ed Buntz

We extend a big thank you to Marvin Amery and his 
team for providing the Chicken Barbecue firewood this year. 
Special thanks to Patsy Amery for delivering and unloading 
the truckload of beautiful seasoned oak. Now that we no 
longer have David Gillettt providing Hall firewood, the 
Hesperia Hall Foundation Board requests that all you Hall 
wood cutters set aside a small portion of your harvests for 
use at the Hall. The wood cage is empty; the next expected 
grilling will be sausages for the Hall Oktoberfest, after 
which we will need enough wood to get us through the cool 
rainy season, followed by next year’s Chicken Barbecue in 
April. We request oak only, please, and about eighteen-inch 
long pieces are a good size for the old wood stove.

Get in touch if you have some wood to deliver, and 
we will ensure the cage is open and unloaders/stackers are 
present. Also, if you have rounds to donate, we can arrange 
to have them split. If we all do a little consistently, we 
should easily meet the Hall’s annual needs. Call Ed at (805) 
472-2070 or Collin at (805) 610-5422 whenever you have a 
delivery.

It’s Field Day Time!
by Carla Martinez

Well folks, it’s that time of year again when all of us 
amateur radio operators hit the air waves to stretch our 
radio skills. “What is Field Day?” you might ask.

American Radio Relay League (ARRL) Field Day is 
the single most popular on-the-air event held annually 
in the US and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June of 
each year (this year June 23-24), more than 35,000 radio 
amateurs gather with their clubs, groups, or simply with 
friends to operate from remote locations (i.e. without the 
use of public utilities). Field Day is a picnic, a campout, 
practice for emergencies, an informal contest, and, most of 
all, fun. It is a time where many aspects of amateur radio 
come together to highlight our many roles. While some 
will treat it as a contest, other groups use the opportunity 
to practice their emergency response capabilities. It is an 
excellent opportunity to demonstrate amateur radio to 
the organizations that amateur radio might serve in an 
emergency, as well as to the general public.

South Monterey County Emergency Response Team 
Association, or SMCERTA, will be participating at the 
Templeton High School location beginning Friday evening, 
June 21, with the contesting events beginning on Saturday 
at 11:00 am. Contesting runs from 11:00 am Saturday to 
11:00 am Sunday. Drop by if you’re in town and get on the 
air, or bring your camping gear for the weekend. If you can 
press a button and speak at the same time, you can operate 
a radio! We hope some of you will come join the fun.
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Mission San Antonio de Padua Fiesta
by Dominic Gregorio

Historic Mission San Antonio is holding its annual 
Fiesta on Sunday, June 9.  The Fiesta was originally held in 
the 1800s, and the tradition continues today. Come early, 
at 9:00 am, for the Catholic Mass in honor of the Mission’s 
patron saint, St. Anthony de Padua. The Fiesta starts after 
Mass and lasts until 3:00 pm.

This will be a fun-filled day for all. There will be a DJ 
and a live band. We will be serving barbecued chicken 
meals ($12/meal presale or $15/meal at the Fiesta) in the 
comfortable, shaded fiesta grounds adjacent to Mission 
Creek. Homemade desserts, beer, wine, soft drinks, and 
snow cones will be available for purchase. Presale tickets 
are available by contacting the Mission Gift Shop at (831) 
385-4478 ext. 17.

This year we are pleased to announce that Edie 
Littlefield Sundby, the author of The Mission Walker, 
will be our honored guest at the Fiesta. She will make a 
presentation on her story at 1:30 pm and will be available 
for book signing throughout the event. After losing her right 
lung, Edie undertook a healing 1,600-mile walk along the El 
Camino Real de las Californias Mission Trail through the 
mountain wilderness of Baja California’s Sonoran Desert 
and in California from San Diego to Sonoma. See https://
themissionwalker.com/.

A presentation on the history of the Mission and a tour 
of the grounds, including the recently renovated Mission 
museum, will be offered at 10:30 am. Local artisans will 
be present to display their wares in the beautiful Padres 
Garden. This event is a Mission fundraiser, so no personal 
coolers are permitted.

For those interested in staying the night in the Mission 
Retreat Center, call ahead for reservations and price 
information.

Mission San Antonio de Padua, the third oldest Spanish 
mission in California, was founded by Junipero Serra in 
1771. The Mission is located in the pristine Valley of the Oaks 
in southern Monterey County and is a historical landmark. 
The Mission remains an active Catholic parish and retreat 
center.  Mission San Antonio is surrounded by Fort Hunter 
Liggett and is conveniently reached by publicly accessible 
roads. Please follow all posted speed limits. The Mission’s 
address is 1 Mission Road in Jolon. More information may 
be obtained by calling the Mission Gift Shop at (831) 385-
4478, ext. 17, or go to http://missionsanantonio.net/.

Second Saturday Local Music
by Collin Riley

On May 11, 2019, locals performed music at Hesperia 
Hall.  On the second Saturday of each month, the Hall hosts 
an open mic event where locals are invited to perform or 
observe.

Steve DeBille opened the evening with four polished 
renditions of popular jazz songs on his classical guitar.  
Steve sounded unblemished while presenting familiar 
material with many arpeggios and skillful chord pushes. 

Charles Ewing then improvised a few tunes in his 
inimitable style. Charles used elements of the North 
Indian Ragga tradition as a framework for his major scale 
improvisations. 

Collin Riley performed four songs, two original and two 
by his beloved, deceased friend Marco Forster.  An audience 
member requested a few more tunes, so Collin and Charles 
played two Tom Paxton pieces and a Mississippi John Hurt 
one-chord composition, “Pay Day.”

Musicians of all styles and ability levels are invited 
to present at future events.  Music-loving observers are 
equally encouraged to attend. Second Saturday Open Mic 
will continue through December 2019, so please join us for 
the next special show on June 8, 2019.
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Hesperia Hall Foundation
2018 Financial Report Summary — detailed report available

General Fund:
Beginning Balance:   12,119.96
Income: 
Donations 650.00
Membership dues 3,220.00
Newsletter Advertising 1,035.00
Auction & BBQ Profit 3,636.97
Country Faire Profit 883.00
Calendar Profit 4,480.59
Drink Sales 20.00
Total Income  13,925.56

Expenses 
Maintenance 3,057.87
Supplies 841.99
Insurance 1,477.00
Pot Luck Expense 276.80
Newsletter 4,653.86
Taxes and Fees 182.36
Utilities 370.52
Gifts 92.67
Donation to AIDS/LifeCycle 150.00
Donation to San Antonio School 500.00
Non-Profit/Other Grants 500.00
Transfers to restricted funds 1,823.00
Total Expenses  13,926.07

General Fund Ending Balance  12,119.45

Restricted funds:
Total Beginning Balances  74,073.19
Income
Donations 10,534.00
Interest 327.01
Quilt Raffle 6,230.00
Transfers from General Fund 1,823.00
Total Income  18,914.01

Expenses  18,005.21

Ending balances:
Scholarship Fund 63,517.56
Music/Art Education Fund 1,217.15
Rural Life Education Fund 222.40
Angelina Fund 798.39
Maintenance Fund 6,938.75
Home Bureau Fund 135.15
Santa Fund 283.59
Hall Preservation Fund 1,869.00
Total ending balances:  74,981.99

Tammy Allen, 2018 Treasurer
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[The following article was sent to News from the Hall by Lois 
Lindley, the Hall’s long time secretary/treasurer, who came 
upon it as she was looking through old newsletters. It was first 
published in March of 2003 and is published here by permission 
of the author.]
How Do We Get from Here to There?
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

The connection of our area to the rest of the world via 
paved roadways has dramatically changed in the last fifty 
years. Of course, the reasons for many of these changes 
were the construction of the two, large earthen dams, the 
San Antonio and Naciemiento.

The stagecoach road passed by the old Dutton Hotel 
(now in ruins near the Jolon Episcopal Church), headed 
toward —and crossed— the San Antonio River, and stopped 
at the old town of Pleyto. From there the road continued 
near the San Antonio River to San Miguel. Fifty years ago, 
a road left the Jolon Road on Northshore and followed the 
canyon down to the San Antonio River, crossing over the 
river on a large metal bridge, and intersecting with the old 
stage road at the town site of Pleyto. A huge set of corrals 
was located at the corner, and many cattle brandings for the 
larger ranchers took place there. At that junction, vehicles 
could turn left toward Bee Rock or continue down the river 

road, which intersected with the Bee Rock Road at a point 
not far from the dam structure. Folks coming to Bryson-
Hesperia turned to the right and continued up river among 
giant oaks that lined the roadside. Travelers left the river 
area and turned up the cayon which leads past the existing 
Pletyo Cemetery and followed the approximate route up the 
canyon past the intersection and up the grade to Hesperia 
and Bryson areas.

There are several pieces of the old roadways standing 
their lonely vigil as testimony to days gone by. The G14 
road to Lockwood was built in the early 1960’s. A gravel 
pit was located in the river near the end of Cemetery 
Cove. Tons of gravel material were excavated to fulfill 
construction requirements of G14. Some areas south of 
Lockwood required much attention to stabilize as the area 
was quite boggy. When traveling to Lockwood, one can 
see a few places which evidence roads that were through 
private ranches and accessible during dry weather, as the 
ranchers permitted It was a common practice to lock the 
gates of these old ranch roads at least one time a year. By 
doing this, the roads were not considered public roads, and 
the ranchers believed they could maintain control by these 
means. Can  you imagine how different our commutes 
would be if we did not have G14 (Interlake Road)?
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Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

Fish have been biting well at all our local lakes. Every 
day on the water has been special with each trip a little 
better than the last. Bass of all types had been providing 
the bulk of the action, but now catfish and crappie are 
starting to join the party and showing signs of building 
enthusiasm. Late spring fishing has fulfilled its promise 
of multiple catches with angling efforts satisfactorily 
rewarded. Targeting shallow zones has constantly yielded 
favorable results.

As summer crashes through spring’s gentle grasp, 
seasonally managed dropping water levels introduce 
another layer of challenge to anglers as their quarry is 
forced to abandon the dwindling shoreline cover. Shoreline 
edges that spawning game fish had made their springtime 
home become a destination for just an occasional prowling 
for an easy meal. Spring’s departure does not necessarily 
signal the end of the shallow fishing success. All of our 
local reservoirs have threadfin shad. These minnows are 
the primary forage base for bass, catfish, striped bass, and 
crappie. Bluegill and red ear sunfish make some use of this 
important food source as well. Shad tend to spawn in the 
shallow edges. They show up when the water temperature 
reaches about 68 degrees. They seem to move to the banks 
when the moon is close to full and stick around for a few 
days. Hungry game fish follow the shad to the shallows 

and take advantage of the 
confining restrictions of the 
shoreline edges to trap the 
forage. The shad spawn can 
prolong the shallow water 
opportunity for clever anglers 
presenting lures that mimic 
shad. Shad tend to abandon 
the shoreline as the sun’s rays 
chase the morning shadows. 
Dropping summertime water 
levels and loss of cover leave 
little reason for big fish to 

remain shallow when their food supply migrates back to 
open water. Fish, capitalizing on the early morning feed 
wagon, give anglers their best summertime opportunity. 
Early morning angling can also be more comfortable 
when midday air temperatures begin to bake your skin.  
Another good reason to hit the water early is the water 
skiers and personal watercraft enthusiasts, which come out 
of hibernation on Memorial Day, turn the calm, peaceful 
surface rough, lumpy, and noisy. So set your wake-up 
alarm button for greeting dawn at your favorite spot on the 
water and make the cast that deserves a bite.

A great way for families to try their luck at angling 
without the expense of a fishing license is to take advantage 
of the two free fishing days that are available each year. Free 
Fishing Days for 2019 are Saturday, July 6, and Saturday, 
August 31. All regulations, such as bag and size limits, gear 
restrictions, fishing hours, and stream closures remain in 
effect.  Photos by Erick Reinstedt.

—Tight Lines!
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Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell

Red bell peppers are a 
wonderful fall reward for 
all your spring and summer 
labor in the vegetable garden. 
Use shade cloth or place your 
plants in a shadier part of 
your garden to help prevent 
sunburn from our intense 
summer sun. I love to eat the 
peppers raw, in paella and soup, roasted for bruschetta, on 
pasta with basil and garlic, and in the recipe below:

Muhammara
2 red bell peppers
¾ cup walnuts
3 Tbsps. pomegranate molasses
Juice of 1 lemon
1 crushed garlic clove
1 tsp. cumin
1/3 cup bread crumbs
Salt to taste
Halve bell peppers, remove seeds, and broil until skins 

are blackened (about 15 minutes). Peel the peppers and 
place in food processor. Toast walnuts and cumin in dry 
frying pan for a couple of minutes, then add to peppers. 
Add bread crumbs, pomegranate molasses, garlic, lemon 
juice, and salt to the food processor. Pulse until you have 
a coarse puree. Serve with pita bread, crackers, and/or raw 
vegetables.

Variations: Add 2-3 Tbsps. olive oil for a richer smoother 
dip; use purchased roasted red peppers to save time; add ½ 
tsp. cayenne pepper for a spicier result. 

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

As you read this, the True Life Youth Group will have 
wrapped up our regular meetings for this year. We aren’t 
sure at this time what summer activities we will plan, 

The Puzzler
It takes two gardeners eight days to mow a lawn. One 

is lazy and one is energetic. The energetic one would only 
take twelve days to mow it on his own. How many days 
would the lazy gardener take to mow the lawn on his own? 

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
It is “very likely” that the next person you meet will 

have an above average number of arms, two. Any amputee 
brings the average number down below two. 

Those who remember The Fugitive include John K., 
and Ed B.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer. 

but we want to thank all the people who have blessed 
the group by cooking meals over the year for our regular 
meetings, counseling/driving for Hume Lake, helping out 
at our gatherings, donating money and food to help make 
the youth group and Hume Lake possible, praying for the 
group, and loving into the lives of our local youth. Thanks 
to the graduates who have come back to the group to help 
with the meetings; it is a joy to see your heart for God and 
your giving of yourselves for others.

Congratulations to our graduates. We have multiple 
youth group participants graduating from high school and 
multiple graduating from eighth grade into high school. We 
are proud of you and excited to see God’s plans for your 
lives unfold.

To all local parents and youth, if you have any questions 
about the youth group, summer is a great time to get them 
answered and to explore plugging in. The group is open 
to all youth grades 6–12, regardless of whether or not their 
family attends True Life Christian Fellowship. Please call us 
at (805) 472-9325 with any questions.
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2019 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

June Calendar Highlights
 1  Calendar Photo Judging 5-7pm
 2  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  SOL-O at St. Luke’s 3pm
 3 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
 4  Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 8 Second Saturday Open Mic at the  
  Hall 7pm
 9 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Fiesta, Mission San Antonio 9am- 
  3pm
 11 Yoga 6pm
 14 Flag Day
  Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 16 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Father’s Day
 18 Yoga 6pm
  SMCERTA at St. Luke’s 7:15
 19 Home Bureau, Kids’ Sewing 11am- 
  1pm
 21 First Day of Summer
  Potluck Dinner 7pm
 21-23 AARL Field Day Templeton H.S.
 23 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
July 2 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
 3 Home Bureau, Kids’ Sewing 11am-1
 4 Independence Day
 7  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm


