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News from the Board by Carol Kenyon

Summer is closing in. Gardening is keeping me very busy, but sometimes I wish Mother Nature would even out the gardening work schedule a bit.

Karyn Planett and Geoff Thompson sponsored and prepared a delicious Mother’s Day brunch. Thanks from all the moms! We really enjoy being pampered on our special day. And another thank you is due Karyn and Geoff, as the receipts from the non-mothers were donated to the Hall!

Janice again deserves a big thank you for the efforts she extended in making the “Bingo” potluck so much fun. I trust all you gamblers were big winners.

Saturday, June 4, is the evening for all to come and have a complimentary taste of wine and appetizers while focusing on picking your favorite photos for the 2012 Hall Calendar. If the past repeats itself, the evening will be quite enjoyable. It’s hard to pick only twelve photos from so many choices, but we just have to complete this tough assignment. So see you there.

For our June 17th potluck treat, Fred Kenyon is presenting a digital slide show. After dinner, if you’d like, you’ll be welcome to hang out and look at some photos taken during our spring trip to India, a visual dessert, if you will. We have pared down the number of images to the bare bones, but India is a photographer’s dream, so there will still be lots to see. It may be a good idea to bring a pillow.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The King City High School Banquet was held on May 26, and Hall scholarships were presented to four deserving graduates, Megan Landon, Franchesca Villegas, Jacob Hearne, and Lauren Grant. Megan is the class valedictorian, and Franchesca was third in her class, so we are very pleased with their academic achievements. Jacob and Lauren are also outstanding students, so we are confident that all four recipients will have very successful college careers. Megan will be heading for Hillsdale College in Michigan; Franchesca will attend California State University Stanislaus; Jacob is planning to start at Cuesta on his way to Cal Poly; and Lauren will attend California State University Fresno. Remember that our remaining scholarships for academic year 2011-2012 are scheduled to be presented at the July 15 potluck.

The Scholarship Committee would like to express appreciation for donations received in memory of Fritz Rodamer from Jack and Lois Lindley, Janice Smith-Ramseier, and Kate Snell. Fritz is Marlen Richardson’s dad, and he passed away recently at home in Germany. He and Marlen’s mom got a chance to visit our community several years ago, and it was an honor to meet Fritz and see what a special person he was.

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070, or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

June 17 is the date for the next Hall potluck. Dinner begins at 7:00 pm, to be followed by a slide show presented by Fred and Carol Kenyon and featuring photographs taken during their spring trip to India.

CERT News by Carla Martinez

Your local Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, has been very busy this past month. We are in the final stages of preparing a residential property survey form that will enable us to assist area residents during an emergency. The help we are hoping to provide will include domestic animal evacuation, assisting our elderly neighbors with evacuation, as well as providing other forms of assistance as the needs arise. Of course, participation in our survey process will be on a totally voluntary basis.

We are also finalizing our organizational structure. We are organizing as a non-profit corporation and will apply for public charity status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Once we receive this designation, all donations to CERT will be tax deductible. One of the key issues is to settle on a name for our CERT. The incorporation process will take approximately six months, and we will keep the community apprised of our progress through these newsletter reports.

As far as training is concerned, we are holding a HAM radio study group on Wednesday evenings, the goal of which is qualifying participants for HAM licenses. On April 16, five students took the technician licensing exam and passed, so we now have five new local HAM operators. Another exam opportunity will take place on Saturday, June 25, at Lake San Antonio in conjunction with Field Day. Field Day is a nation-wide event that allows HAMs an opportunity to meet and make radio contacts with many areas of our state, and possibly nation, when operating in less than optimal conditions. This event is open to the public, so come see what HAM radio is all about.

Also, we are sending two of our members to Costa Mesa to be trained as CERT instructors. This three-day course is sponsored by FEMA and will allow us to hold CERT training courses locally, eliminating the need for volunteers to travel to Salinas or Marina to obtain training.

As you can see, there is a lot going on. If you are interested in joining the local CERT in any capacity, please contact either me at (805) 391-3185, or Ann Brown at (805) 472-9664. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, at 7:00 pm at the Lockwood CalFire station. We are looking forward to seeing you then.

CalStar Enrollment by Lois Lindley

The current Group Memberships for CalStar Air Rescue helicopter service will expire on June 13, 2011. All current members should have received a renewal notice from CalStar; renewal checks are to be sent directly to CalStar. To continue in the group membership plan, you MUST be a member of Hesperia Hall Foundation.

All members of Hesperia Hall Foundation are eligible to enroll in the CalStar membership program. Applications are available at Hesperia Hall and from Group Coordinator Lois Lindley, (805) 472-9556. To enroll if you are not currently a CalStar member, send a completed and signed CalStar Enrollment Form and a check for $35.00 made out to “CalStar Air Ambulance” to CALSTAR as instructed on the enrollment form.

CalStar Air Rescue helicopter service membership program is available for individuals and families to cover the cost of their emergency air rescue service. The definition of a family for a family membership is quite broad, basically all legal dependents in the immediate family, including dependent children away at school; it also covers domestic partners.

Mother’s Day Brunch by Karyn Planett

Karyn Planett and Geoff Thompson would like to thank those who helped with the wonderful Mothers' Day Brunch. Thanks to the Line Dancers for helping with the tables, to the Shepherd family for scrambling eggs that were (another “thank you” due here) kindly donated by the Denny family. And thanks to Janice Smith-Ramseier for the beautiful sweet peas. It was a successful day with lots of nice memories of the many moms who have helped this community grow.

Hesperia Community Picnic by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Jim and Kay Brand have generously offered to host our Community Hall Picnic at their ranch. We will enjoy the shade of their beautiful grape arbor, tours of the historic adobe house and gardens, and visiting with our neighbors. The Brand ranch is the first on the left, coming up Bryson-Hesperia Road from Interlake Road. The date is Sunday, June 26.

This will be a potluck picnic, so bring your favorite dish to share and whatever beverages you prefer. Lunch will be at one o'clock, so arrive a little before to have plenty of visiting time. We plan to end at 5:00 pm.

Amgen Tour

On Thursday, May 19, a change in the Stage 5 route for the Amgen Tour of California brought world-class cyclists along Interlake Road as they raced for 6.5 hours over the 138.9-mile course from Seaside to Paso Robles.

The unusual event occasioned an impromptu community gathering at the intersection of Bryson-Hesperia and Interlake as neighbors came out to cheer on the bikers and their entourage of team and support vehicles. The event, while exciting, was short-lived for spectators, with riders traveling up to 40 miles per hour along the grueling Interlake portion of their course, the small pack of breakaways pursued in a little over one minute by the peloton as they flew past.

Controlling the Animal Population by Beth Winters

Remember that the Hall’s Animal Compassion Fund is available to Hall members who are willing to help control the local stray and feral animal population. The Monterey County Animal Control Department will lend a humane trap for transporting the animal to the vet, and the Fund will reimburse your cost to the extent possible. Check in first with Beth Winters at (805) 472-2095 (also the number for Bullseye Sign, so leave a message) to confirm that there is enough money available. Teree Minney has generously offered to make and donate dishcloths crocheted from 100% cotton. They are on sale for a suggested donation of $5.00 at the Produce Exchange, every Sunday, while supplies last.

Making a donation to the Fund as a condolence for a friend whose pet has passed on is another way to contribute. Send a check to the Hall with Angelina Fund in the memo line. Our treasurer, Lois Lindley, will send a letter on Hall stationery to the family.

Thanks, purrs, and licks from those without a voice.

What to Do in the Garden by Carolyn Lingor

There is nothing quite like June in the garden, especially if the summer heat holds off for a little while, hopefully until the official start of summer on June 21.

Assuming that you have small fruit on your trees, wait until late June to start thinning. Usually “June drop” will occur throughout the month, naturally thinning the fruit. We did have quite a late frost when most fruit trees were at the peak of bloom this year, so it may be a poor year for tree fruit production for some of us. If you grafted fruit trees at the Hall’s annual grafting event, don’t forget to remove the green tape from the graft early in the month, and be sure to keep your baby trees watered.

This time of year, strawberries will put out runners, which should be kept pinched off now; otherwise, the plants will stop blooming and bearing fruit. After fruiting has slowed down, you can allow the runners to root to start fresh plants. Also, be sure to keep strawberries well watered, or they will stop bearing fruit.

If you are having problems with whiteflies, you can make your own sticky traps by painting pieces of plastic or cardboard a bright yellow and covering them with Vaseline or Tangle Trap. Hang them near infected plants. The whiteflies are attracted to the color and get caught in the sticky substance. Occasionally you’ll lose a few beneficial insects this way, too, but it is a small price to pay to control the very destructive and annoying white flies. Be especially careful if you use Tangle Trap to hang your traps high enough off the ground so that lizards don’t get stuck in them. I’ve had to free several lizards from these traps. A good way to prevent whiteflies is to keep leaf litter off the ground. Make sure it goes in the compost pile instead, since not only whiteflies, but earwigs as well, love to breed in the moist environment.

Happy gardening!

Business and Services Expo

All tables were occupied on Sunday, May 21, for the Hall’s first Business and Services Expo, organized by Dan Bittick and Rich Tomlinson of Bullseye Sign and Graphics. Dan and Rich plan to offer the successful event, which showcases local businesses and services, again in the future and have plans to expand its scope and participation.

Portraits of Home by Rupert Lyle

Now that he is a resident of Bryson, we see more of David at the Hall than in the past. If he is not out front sharing his huge store of local lore, he is likely in back cutting firewood or repairing the barbeque. A repository of local legend that carries on the tradition of Wayne Harris, he has the perhaps unlikely sobriquet of “Lightning.” Read on to find out why as Hall News (HN) speaks with long-time Lockwood and Bryson resident, David Gillett.

HN: Tell us a little about your family and where and how you grew up.
David: I was born in the old Mee Memorial Hospital in King City. I grew up in Lockwood, attending San Antonio School, which at that time was located in the community center, and then high school in King City. After a short stint at Cal Poly, I quit to make $10 an hour in construction. I have one younger brother who still lives in Lockwood.
HN: Tell us about how your family came to be in the area.
David: My family came to the Lockwood and Bryson areas sometime in the 1870’s at roughly the same time as the Daytons, Wallesens, Smiths, Liddles, Rays, and Saylors, all of whom I’m related to in some way or other! Although based in this area, the early settlers moved around all of Central California, following work.
HN: How do you spend your time here?
David: Working, when I can get it. Otherwise, I like to hunt — mostly birds now — fish for ling cod, rock fish, and cabazon at the shore, and goof off. Cutting firewood is my favorite occupation. I used to do a fair amount of construction, and that’s how I got my nickname of Lightning. A couple of the guys I was working with were supporting a post, and it was my job to nail a brace to it to hold it in place. In my defense, I have to say that it was a stretch, and I couldn’t see the nails well, but they christened me Lighting, claiming that I never struck twice in the same place.
HN: What kind of work have you enjoyed most?
David: I used to love doing concrete work. To me it was like being paid to play in the mud. Nowadays, as I said, I love to cut firewood, in part because it’s one of the few jobs that a trained professional can do and drink beer at the same time.
HN: Tell us about your family now.
David: I have two sons. Randy lives in Washington and works for Starbucks, and Richard lives in Lockwood where he is taking classes on the internet and at Cuesta. I have two stepdaughters, Michelle and Sarah. Both live in the area.
HN: What do you like best about life here?
David: We have something like 300 days a year of sunshine, so you are always able to get outdoors and do something. In August, the smell of silver sage and tarwood as you walk through it. The people who live in this area. It seems that within a twenty-minute drive, you can find somebody who can answer almost any question you can think of. And the fact that we still have the liberty to do pretty much as we please.
HN: Share a favorite memory of the area with us.
David: As a kid I remember riding our bikes from our place in Lockwood along the then-new Interlake Road to the ranch at the end of Bryson-Hesperia Road. My dad had gone to the old school that was across from the Hall and knew of the hand pump that used to serve it. We’d toil up the hill to the Hall, and Dad would find the rusty pump that was by then hidden in the brush. The first few pumps would bring up bad-smelling black water, but after a minute it would run clear and cold. It tasted so good! Then we’d coast down the hill to the river to swim and ride inner tubes from the Big Bend down to the Upper Crossing. Sometimes my Grandma Rachael (Dayton) would be there to make us kids cookies and cocoa on a fire. I remember her leaning over the fire in her long dress, her hair pulled back in a bun, wearing her small round glasses.
HN: How have you seen the area change over your lifetime?
David: There are a lot more lights at night. It used to be that from a hilltop you’d see just one or two lights. Now they’re like stars on the ground. When I was at high school, driving home at night from a football game, I’d never see another car on Jolon Road. And I used to know everyone. It would take me two hours to get out of the grocery store. Now I’m reduced to talking to strangers! Most of the new folks are pretty good people, but more people means more rules which means less freedom. Of course, in the past, I could not have made a living as I do now. The old folks are what you might call naturally frugal, and besides, they have the tools and the skills to do what I offer. Also, the new arrivals haven’t heard all my stories, so I can recycle them. There’s the one about old….
HN: Thank you, David. I’m afraid the editors are very strict about the space they allow, so I’m forced to cut you off now.
Naturalist Notebook: Lizards on the Loose by Charles Ewing

What is it about lizards that fascinates kids? This fascination is especially true for boys from about eight to twelve years old. When I was a park ranger at Pinnacles National Monument, I’d often spot a group of boys who were intently focused on a rock or bush. My experience instantly told me that the object of their focus was to catch a lizard. Once I spotted them, my ranger job was to affirm to the boys how special lizards are and then to convince them to spare the wonderful creature from their sticks, nooses, and lunch sack prisons.

Today’s lizards harken back to the age of the dinosaurs. They are miniature survivors of the great Cretaceous extinction that began 144 million years ago. Perhaps it’s this historical and visual relationship that engenders the fascination kids have with both lizards and the ancient dinosaurs. Here in Bryson-Hesperia, the warm weather of June puts our local lizards into high gear. They’re out and about, and it’s a fine time to get to know them; so with deference to the kids of our community, I offer the following:

· Lizards are reptiles like snakes, turtles, alligators, and ancient dinosaurs.

· Lizards have backbones like you and me. They have lungs and breathe air like you and me. Most lizards have four legs with five toes on each foot. That’s like you and me, but people call their own front legs arms, because we don’t walk on them.

· Most lizards live and lay their eggs on the land, but some lizards swim a lot.

· Lizards have rows of dry scales. Fish have rows of wet scales. (Duh!)

· Lizards don’t produce their own body heat. The temperature outside their bodies determines the temperature inside their bodies. They move fast when it’s warm. They move slowly when it’s cold, and when it’s real cold, they don’t move at all.

· There are hundreds of kinds of lizards in the world. The world’s biggest lizards are the Komodo Dragons from the Lesser Sunda Islands of Indonesia. They can grow ten feet long and weigh over 300 pounds. They are truly fearsome and will sometimes catch and eat people. The world’s smallest lizards, the Jaraguas, were recently discovered on Beata Island off the Dominican Republic. They are less than one inch long and can fit on a quarter.

Here are six common lizards that you can find in Bryson-Hesperia. You can use Google Image and Wikipedia to help you identify them and learn how they live.

· The Western Fence Lizard is the most common and easy to find. It is six to nine inches long and has rough spiny scales. This lizard is also called a Blue-belly, because of the blue patches on its underside.

· The Side-blotched Lizard looks like a smaller version of the Western Fence Lizard, but it has smoother scales and dark spots on its sides. It has a big appetite and can always be seen scurrying over rocks in pursuit of insects to eat.

· The Southern Alligator Lizard is our biggest kind. It can grow to sixteen inches. Its scales are like ridged armor. To breathe, it has flexible grooves down both sides so its lungs can expand and contract. This lizard can bite very hard, so be careful if you try to pick one up.

· The Western Whiptail Lizard is easy to identify. Its tail is twice as long as the rest of its body, and it has rows of spots along its back. It is fast and will stalk any moving object. It eats insects, scorpions, and spiders. Yum!

· The Coast Horned Lizard has a wide, flat body. It gets its name from the crown of horns on its head. This lizard is becoming endangered because its home is being destroyed. The Horned Lizard is hard to see because its color and texture blend into the sandy, gravelly ground where it lives. Do you think it looks like a miniature Stegosaurus?

· The California Legless Lizard is hard to find because it lives under leaves and logs. Our friend and neighbor, Tom Walters, found this lizard in his compost pile. This lizard actually has vestigial legs, and if you were to x-ray it, you’d see them. Ask your mom or dad to let you look up “vestigial” in the dictionary.

Remember lizards are special, so treat them with care.

True Life Youth Group News by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Summer is almost upon us, and the True Life Youth Group's schedule will vary a lot. It is best to call us for details. Our number is (805) 472-9325.

Our big project this summer will be the reprint and expansion of our fundraising history/cookbook Treasures Under the Oaks. We would love to have your help on it and your sponsorship of copies. You can find out more about it in the May issue of News from the Hall, or by going to our web page at www

HYPERLINK "".

HYPERLINK ""truelifecf

HYPERLINK "".

HYPERLINK ""org and clicking on the link for the cookbook. Thanks, all, for your support and for helping to make it possible for us to reach out to local youth without cost being an issue.

The Puzzler

Many digital clocks show the hour and minute, but not the second, on their display. Sometimes, as is the case at five minutes to six, the display shows the same three digits, in this case three fives. So, how many times in the 24-hour cycle does the clock show at least three of the same digit?

Credit goes to Tom and Ray on NPR for this one.

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER

There would be 78 handshakes for 13 students. Earl Nursement was the first to answer. His explanation was that this is the same problem as setting up a round-robin tournament involving 13 teams (12+11+10+. . .+2+1). Other correct solutions came from Kirsten S, Madison M, David P, Don U, and Ed B.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

San Antonio School

April 2011 student of the month

Character Trait Award: Michaela Steele — 8th Grade

June Calendar Highlights

1
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

2
Line Dancing classes 7pm

4
Calendar photo judging 5 – 9pm

5
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

6
Yoga 5:30pm

7
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

9
Line Dancing classes 7pm


CERT at Lockwood CalFire 7pm

12
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm


Mission San Antonio Fiesta 12 – 4pm

13
Yoga 5:30pm

15
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

16
Line Dancing classes 7pm

17
Potluck 7pm

19
Father’s Day


Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm

20
Yoga 5:30pm

23
Line Dancing classes 7pm

26
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm


Community Picnic 12 – 5pm

27
Yoga 5:30pm

30
Line Dancing classes 7pm

Jul 3 
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 

4
Independence Day


Yoga 5:30pm

5
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm

6
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm

2011 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors

President – Carol Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Jim Brand, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Tom Walters
Membership – Carla Martinez
Hall Scheduling– Janice Smith-Ramseier
Maintenance – David Villegas
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership - $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carla Martinez, 76346 Hesperia Rd, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local community organization.

Advertising in News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $50 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426.
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