News from the Hall
     June 2009

News from the Board by Janice Smith-Ramseier

You don't want to miss the June Potluck. Our own Monterey County cowgirl poet, Janice Gilbertson, will entertain us following our usual delicious supper. Janice has been our guest in years past and has always been enjoyable. We hope to see you at the Hall at 7:00 pm on June 19.

The Hesperia Community Hall Picnic will be held at the Diamond Dot Ranch (first ranch gate to the left on the gravel portion of Hesperia Road) on June 28, 2009. As has been the case in the past, this will be a potluck picnic, so bring your favorite dish to share. Some sodas and water will be furnished. If you have a “favorite beverage,” you may want to bring that. It would be helpful to have a few extra chairs if you have some that are easily transportable.
Come and join the fun. We plan games for the kids (of all ages) —horseshoes, volleyball, card or board games— and we will wrap up with a softball game. If that sounds too busy, please come prepared just to relax and visit with your neighbors. We will be company-ready by eleven o'clock, but won't start the potluck until around 1:00 pm. We plan to end around 5:00.

The next Hall Board meeting is June 24 at 7:00 pm, at the Hall. All members are encouraged to attend.

Scholarship Report by Ed Buntz

The King City High School (KCHS) Banquet was held on May 28th, and Hall scholarships were presented to five deserving graduates. Sheena Landon and Sean Steele received our highest awards due to their academic performance and their close affiliation to the local community and Hesperia Hall. Sheena is headed to Cuesta College with the eventual goal of attaining a bachelor’s degree and teaching credential from a California State University. Sean is headed to Hartnell with the eventual goal of a degree from a University of California campus in film and digital media. John Michael Strejan, Larry Reeves, and Matthew Hardoy were also presented awards. John Michael plans on attending Santa Barbara City College and then transferring to a four-year college to obtain a degree in marketing. Larry is planning on attending Butte Community College in Oroville, California, and then transferring to California State University Chico for a degree in forestry. Matthew is headed directly to Cal Poly and plans to major in Mechanical Engineering so that he can “design and build stuff” for his career. The committee would like to extend thanks to Tom Walters for attending the KCHS Interview Night event and talking to all our applicants, which was an immense help to the selection committee.

We would also like to extend congratulations to Josh Craig on his graduation from San Jose State and Melita Denny on her graduation from the University of Indiana. Josh will take his degree and enter the work force, while Melita will work initially but may eventually embark on a Master’s Degree in music. It has been a pleasure and honor to assist these two wonderful students in their educational pursuits, and we wish them all the best in the future!

Remember that our remaining scholarships for academic year 2009-2010 are scheduled for presentation at the July 17th potluck. If you would like to support the Hall scholarship program with a tax deductible donation, simply make out a check to “Hesperia Hall,” put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line, and send to: Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, California 93426. If you would like to save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any board member at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Bingo Potluck by Carla Martinez 

Thanks to all who helped set up for and participated in the May potluck. For those of you who missed this event, we had a delicious assortment of wonderfully prepared dishes with lots to go around. Many thanks to Ed Buntz for his help in hosting and handling all the business announcements.

I personally enjoyed calling the Bingo numbers and watching all the winners decide on which prizes to claim. Winners were on their best behavior with regard to “stealing” prizes from one another and a good time was had by all. Many, many thanks to our President, Janice Smith-Ramseier, for organizing all the prizes and obtaining the Bingo equipment. Everyone enjoyed the game as well as the company of our neighbors and several guests who were in attendance. To those who stayed late to help clean up, a very big THANK YOU! Many hands sure make the work go quickly. This was a very relaxing evening, and it was refreshing to have a casual atmosphere among so many friends! Hope to see everyone again in June.

Calendar Report
The Calendar Committee regrets that the Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar 2009 listed Fiesta Mission San Antonio on the wrong date. The fiesta takes place on Sunday, June 14. Please correct your calendars. We regret our error.
Also, please note that Calendar Photo Judging takes place as a stand-alone event on Saturday, June 6, from 5:00 pm until 9:00 pm. Hors d’ oeuvres will be served throughout the evening, so please come by at your leisure and cast your ballot. You need not be a member of the Hall to participate.

B-H Calendar Reaches into Lone Star State by Sandy Bragg

I want to pass along a compliment concerning the Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar 2009. My husband and I sent a calendar to a friend in a little town in Texas. Our friend was so impressed with it, he went to his Chamber of Commerce and suggested they might want to do something similar. The last we heard, they were looking into it. Our friend also liked the layout of the calendar and the quality of printing. He makes calendars and catalogs and called our printer to do some work for him. I think our calendar made a difference in a small Texas town.

Thanks for a job well done!

Mission Fiesta! by Jane Miller

Sunday, June 14th, is Mission San Antonio de Padua’s annual Fiesta. For over two hundred years, local people have celebrated the feast of St. Anthony with a special mass and fiesta. Income from the fiesta is used to help maintain the Mission and keep its doors open for everyone to enjoy. The Fiesta Mass is at 11:00 am followed by distribution of St. Anthony’s Bread and a procession with St. Anthony’s statue to the Fiesta grounds.

Barbecue will be served from noon to 4:00 pm with a choice of sirloin steak or half chicken for $12. Sodas, water, homemade desserts, and cold beer will be on sale. This year local San Antonio Valley Vintners and Growers Association will host the wine sales table. The Fiesta also features children’s games, vendors, a quilt raffle, and 50/50 drawing. Dance under the shaded pavilion to the music of popular norteño band, Los Misioneros del Valle, and to local youth rock band, NOR. Please do not bring personal coolers or drinks to this fundraising event.

Support Your Local Library by Beth Winters

 The bookmobile is an endangered species for our Bryson-Hesperia neighborhood. On a good day we get five patrons, which will not stand up to budget scrutiny. I would like to see it last at least through summer for the kids, many of whom have enjoyed the Summer Reading Club over the years. So please look at your Bryson-Hesperia Calendar and note the dates, alternate Tuesdays, June 2, 16, and 30 this month from 3:00 to 4:30 pm. The selection is mostly light and popular reading, magazines and fiction, but you can also order a specific title online, in person, or via telephone. Your request will be delivered practically to your door!

The Staff is always pleasant and helpful. Chances are you will run into a neighbor and swap reading suggestions. The whole experience is very congenial. It is also one of the few County services that reaches our very southern Monterey County locale. If you've never stopped by, try it; you'll like it!

What to Do in the Garden this Month by Carolyn Lingor

Judging from recent triple digit temperatures, it appears we are going to have an early and hot summer this year. So if you are going to be transplanting anything into your garden, it is a good idea to water the new plant every day for at least a week to allow it to get established, though it is best to wait until the fall to do any major permanent additions or to move established plants. However, you can continue to sow seeds directly into the ground for summer vegetables and annuals. Continue to deadhead (remove spent flowers) perennial and annual flowers for continuous bloom. Usually fruit trees will drop some of their fruit during June. Afterwards, you should thin out the remaining fruit that is clustered too closely together so that you don’t end up with broken branches. Also, be sure to clean up all the dropped fruit. I recommend that you mulch all of your flower and vegetable beds with two or three inches of shredded leaves or bark. This saves tremendously on watering as well as weeding chores, and the mulch will eventually break down and help make your soil nice and rich and easier to work. 

Speaking of watering, I like to use either a drip or soaker hose. Either one works well and saves on water, especially if they are under the mulch layer. The main drawback I’ve found to using soaker hoses in permanent plantings is that critters like to chew on them, causing gushing leaks, usually right in the middle of the hose so you can’t just cut off the end and clamp the end shut for further use. Then I end up having to carefully thread the new hose through my blooming plants, breaking off beautiful blooms. I’ve found that in these situations drip hoses that come with emitters built in every few inches are the easiest to use, and they seem to last for many years. If you are going to take your chances with the soaker hoses, the best way to make them lie fairly straight is to have one person on each end, unroll the new hose, and then pull firmly for several seconds. They will still want to curve a little, but at least you don’t feel so much like you’re wrestling a peeved snake.

Happy gardening, and do keep an eye out for those real snakes hiding in the shade of the garden.

CRFG Association Meeting by Joe Sabol

The California Rare Fruit Growers (CRFG) will hold a meeting on Saturday, June 6, 2009, at Cal Poly from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. The Dave Wilson Nursery will provide the entire Central Coast with a rare opportunity to taste 30 or 40 fresh fruit varieties, all for free! They will bring all the fresh ripe fruit they can pick and haul over here (mainly from Reedley) for a two-hour afternoon tasting session, free and wide open to the public.

Our local CRFG chapter will co-host this event with Cal Poly. The tasting will be in the Crops Labs on campus. Remember, some of the fruit will be common, but most of it will be the newer varieties that are ripe early in the season (early June), so we will all learn while we taste. No Dave Wilson fruit or trees will be for sale, however.

Check web site for details: 
http://www.crfg-central.org/, or take a peek at what Dave Wilson says will happen at the event: http://www.davewilson.com/calendar_07.html#jun.

Cooking from the Garden by Susan Fisher

A highly regarded local gardener and cook who, with husband Ron, is a mainstay at the Hesperia Hall Produce Exchange provides this month’s recipe. Susan Fisher says that her gardening advice concerns itself primarily with amending the soil. In addition to using the manure from her horse and pony, she swears by an organic fertilizer she gets at a very competitive price in Paso Robles. For particulars as to her product of choice, you may speak directly to the gardener herself any Sunday between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm at the Hall, checking out the produce on offer as you do so.

Susan Fisher’s Snow Pea Stir-fry
1 pound snow peas

6 green onions or ½ bulb onion

4 or more garlic cloves or green garlic, sliced

1 red or green bell pepper

2-3 tablespoons oil

3 tablespoons water

3 tablespoons tamari or soy sauce

1 ½ tablespoons sugar

1 teaspoon (more or less) red pepper flakes (optional)

sesame seeds

Wash and drain vegetables. Slice green onions into ½-inch pieces or bulb onion into thin slices. Thinly slice bell pepper. Stir fry vegetables until crispy/soft in oil. Add red pepper flakes and stir one minute. Mix water, tamari, and sugar in small bowl. Add sauce mixture to skillet and toss to coat. Sprinkle sesame seeds over all, serve, and enjoy!

Fishin’ with Rich by Rich Lingor

The first week in May, Tim, my neighborhood fishing buddy, and I headed out to Lake Lopez in search of pan fish. Pan fish are fish for the frying pan. My favorite pan fish are the Bluegill, Red-eared Sunfish (also known as Red-ears or Shell crackers), and Crappie. Collectively, these members of the perch family are known in the Southern states as “brim.” I like to call them dinner! These scrappy little fighters are delicious table fare. Battered and fried fillets next to some potatoes and onions are more than a special treat; they are the reward for the effort and commitment to solving the puzzle. Solving the puzzle can sometimes be challenging and require a little extra commitment.
May is usually the end of the spawn period for the Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass. When the bass are done, the pan fish start moving into the shallows to feed on the baby bass and begin their own spawn cycle and courtship ritual of nest building. Understanding seasonal tendencies is a good starting point to unraveling clues to solve the puzzle.

The steadily warming weather and a favorable calendar stimulated my anticipation of a successful pan fish outing. But fishing is not shopping, so it is not automatic instant gratification. We started with the expectation of finding our quarry shallow. It didn’t take long before I had connected with a couple of nice red-ears, and we proceeded with fortified confidence to try to repeat the pattern. It began to turn into a long day as our efforts were being ignored! Didn’t those fish know who we were? The disrespect we were enduring was humbling. Compounding our challenge as the day unfolded was an increasing wind strength, causing us to lose touch with our attempts to make delicate and precise presentations. With a fading success-to-effort ratio, I began to look for more clues and found an important piece to the puzzle. Looking at the shoreline, I found fresh green moss covering the fully exposed rocks. This suggests a rapidly dropping water level, forcing any shallow spawning fish to retreat. Plugging this theory into our search pattern, I looked for a bank that was protected from the wind. About 4:30 pm, I found a school of willing biters in 12 to 17 feet, and within an hour, Tim and I added 37 more brim to the dinner bucket and, smiling like a couple of cats that just ate the canary, headed to the cleaning table. I love pan fishing.

Tight Lines!
True Life Youth Group News

by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor & Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Summer is just around the corner, and with it comes the myriad of activities youth and families are involved in. Many of our youth will have been showing animals at the Salinas Valley Fair, many are graduating from eighth or twelfth grades, and there are lots of family and end-of-school-year activities going on. Our youth group's summer schedule is not finalized right now, but please feel free to call us if you are interested in being updated on activities.

We have had some wonderful youth times recently after softball with 12-15 of the youth heading over to the church for pizza and ping-pong and fellowship and teaching. We have laughed a lot, learned a lot, and grown a lot closer. We had a "party" after their long week of STAR testing, and we thank Bee Rock Store for giving us the pizzas at such a generous price break, Molly Smith for the ice cream, and Estella Comstock for the home-baked cookies. Again, please call us, Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt, with any questions. Our number is (805) 472-9325. The youth group is open to any youth, grades 6 - 12. 

Trash to Treasure by Kate Snell

A Trash to Treasure Contest will be part of the upcoming Hesperia Hall Quilt Show on Friday, September 18, from 2:00 to 9:00 pm, with the potluck beginning at 7:00 pm. To enter, employ previously used fabrics or items in making either 1) a quilt, 2) a garment, or 3) an object sewn with needle and thread. There will be $25 gift certificate prizes in two categories: under 18, and 18 and over. Winners will be chosen by quilt show attendees. For entry forms, please contact Kate Snell at 472-2070 or hesperiasews@hotmail.com. Entries must be submitted to Kate Snell by September 7. So dive through your closets, rag piles, and garbage cans for your chance to win.
Scholarship Recipients — Part 2 by Ed Buntz

As mentioned in the previous scholarship article in this newsletter, the potluck on July 17, 2009, will be Scholarship Night. We will be awarding scholarships to graduating high school seniors (except King City High School graduates, who have their own ceremony) and previous recipients continuing their college educations with our help.

In addition to students mentioned in Part 1 of this article published in the May 2009 edition of News from the Hall, the Hesperia Hall scholarship program will continue to support the following students in the coming year:
Kayla Roth is completing her junior year at UC Riverside and so is receiving her last scholarship from the Hall. Kayla plays varsity volleyball, was awarded “Exceptional Student Athlete”, and is on the Dean’s List. She is pursuing a degree in Biological Sciences/Medicine and is on track to graduate next year. She volunteers at a local soup kitchen, is a member of Future Pharmacist Club, and has jobs at Victoria’s Secret and the Campus Physical Plant. Kayla is a truly exceptional student/athlete, and we are proud of her accomplishments to date.

Brendan Steele is currently attending Hartnell College and plans to complete his AA degree next year in Computer Science (Digital and Web Design). He is a member of the President’s Honor Role, and he participates in many local activities. Brendan is a volunteer facilitator at San Antonio Mission retreats, he is a member of several local youth groups, has been active in music and photography, and he is the drummer in a band which plays church/mission and other events. He also works part time at Casey Printing in King City as a graphics technician and does freelance web design. We are happy to assist Brendan towards his AA Degree and commend his variety of local contributions.

Alicia Gonzalez completed one year at Cuesta and is finishing up her sophomore year at Fresno City College. She will transfer to Fresno State in the fall with the eventual goal of getting a degree and Registered Nurse license. Alicia is poised to provide a much-needed service to society, so we applaud her efforts and are glad to assist.

DJ Villegas is in his first year at Cuesta College where he is majoring in music. DJ organizes and leads the San Antonio Mission youth band and is a counselor for the Mission’s retreat center. He also does maintenance at the Mission. DJ is a talented and focused musician, so we are happy to help his pursuits in a field very much a part of Hesperia Hall.

Rachel Paulsen is in her first year at Butte College in Chico, California. She is working at a day care center and attending school, so she has a busy schedule, as do many students these days. We hope to assist Rachel towards her AA Degree and hopefully she will be able to continue towards a BA degree at Chico State.

Michael (Grady) Roth is in his first year at San Jose State University, majoring in mechanical engineering. He runs track as a club sport and concentrates on a full academic schedule. Grady is a superb student, so we hope he stays on course to complete his degree over four years.

Meghan Booker is in her first year at Reedley College. She is taking an exceptional academic load and is in a forestry internship program. She serves as a tutor in two classes and is a member of both the Society of American Foresters and the Reedley College Forestry Club. Meghan will certainly be qualified in a field of study very much associated with our surrounding country, so we are happy to assist these endeavors.

Renon Riedler is in her first year at Utah Valley University. She is a member of ROTC and participates in Aikido Club. She is pursuing a degree in a medical field — nursing, pharmacy, or pre-med. She is also working at a movie theater to help finance her academic career. Renon’s dad is the commander at Fort Hunter Liggett, so although she is in Utah for college, we see her family frequently, and she returns occasionally for Hall visits.

Lastly, we congratulate Melita Denny and Josh Craig for completing their undergraduate studies at University of Indiana and San Jose State respectively. It has been our great honor to provide some small assistance to these gifted students in their successful academic journeys!
The Puzzler Using the standard mathematical symbols +,  -, x, /, and parentheses, rearrange four (4) fives to equal each of the numbers one through ten. For example, 5/5 + 5 - 5 = 1 and (5 + 5 + 5)/5 = 3. The puzzler had to cheat and use a decimal point to get eight. Can you avoid that? The first person to get five more correct will be this month’s winner.

Answer to last month’s puzzler:
Judy Dick was the first to report that the power went off at 1:30 in the morning and was off for 25 minutes. Pat Tabidian and Ed Buntz also sent in correct solutions, so that is an improvement. Send solutions to bwhallnews@gmail.com













