
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

Ask and you shall receive, or so the 
saying goes. That actually happened for the 
Hall when we asked for firewood in the last 
newsletter. Two families responded with 
not just bundles, but truckloads, of firewood. Honoring 
our former firewood provider, David Gillett, we received 
these donations from Stan and Barbara Clark, and from 
the Planett Ranch. Neighbor Matt Wood tossed several 
logs over the fence while trimming his boundary line trees. 
Thank you to all of the above. We are set for the winter now.

The process of surveying the membership regarding 
the Hall’s condition reaped some unexpected rewards. Hall 
member Lynne Seward addressed the Board at our June 
meeting and volunteered to organize a work crew to oil the 
exterior walls. This has been done previously, more years 
ago than anyone can remember, and was on the Board’s 
very long To Do list. We passed a motion to support her in 
this effort with money for the supplies needed. That activity 
takes place on Saturday, June 29th. If anyone is reading this 
in time, online, work begins at 7:00 am and lasts until the 
job is done. 

Next on the To Do list is sealing the newly repaired 
floor, followed by refinishing the picnic tables. Michael 
Pineda took on the picnic table project when he was a 
sophomore in high school.  Now he’s twenty, and another 
poignant example that time not only flies, but sometimes, 
as in the case of Hall maintenance, it just disappears. If you 
want to step up for either of these tasks or any other, just let 
any Board member know.

Another action the Board took at their June meeting was 
to hire general contractor Ken Umber to assess the condition 
of the Hall and make recommendations. That inspection 
occurs on July 1st, and I’ll report on it next month.

One final acknowledgement for this month belongs 
to the Calendar Committee for the annual Photo Judging 
on Saturday, June 1st. Fifty people gathered to peruse 
100 entries, almost any combination of which will make 
a spectacular 2020 Calendar. These will be on sale at the 
September 20th Quilt Show and Potluck. Free promotional 
calendars have begun to fill the mailbox, but do not be 
distracted. The best is yet to come.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

July’s potluck dinner at Hesperia Hall begins at 7:00 
pm on Friday, July16. This is a big one. Scholarship 
Awards will be presented, and we celebrate our 
deserving recipients, past and present. Bring a dish 
to share and possibly some bug repellant, and join 
neighbors and friends in supporting our students as 
they move on in their educations.

Hesperia Hall’s June potluck dinner on Friday, June 21, the first 
day of summer, was favored with beautiful mild weather, allowing 
for relaxing outdoor dining under the great oak for the fist time 
this year. Yuri Pineda, who has to miss the July scholarship 
event, seized the opportunity to voice her appreciation for the 
scholarships she has received in support of her college years. Yuri 
is definitely another very special Hall success story. Photos by 
Erick Reinstedt.
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Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

This is a reminder that our scholarships for academic 
year 2019-2020 will be presented at the July 16 potluck. We 
have four first-time recipients and four renewals to present. 
Come out and meet all the recipients, along with enjoying a 
beautiful outdoor summer evening at the Hall. It is always 
gratifying to hear the recipients introduce their families and 
describe their education goals and experiences. We also 
hope to see and hear from a few of our past scholarship 
recipients that graduated from college and are pursuing 
their chosen professions.

We extend thanks to Bill and Jane Munger for their 
donation to the Scholarship Fund in memory of Jim 
Gardner. We also thank Tom and Marty Wize for their 
recent generous donation to the fund.

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship 
program with a tax deductible donation, simply make 
out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on 
the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-
Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426. If you would like to save 
a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board member 
at a potluck or Hall event. If you have any questions about 
the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish 
a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 
(805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472- 9556.

Calendar Photo Selection 2019
by Jean Thompson

Accented by ideal weather, another successful Calendar 
Photo Judging took place Saturday, June 1st, between 5:00 
and 7:00 pm. Thanks to all who submitted photos, attended 
the event, and a special thanks to those who voted. It’s your 
participation that ensures a spectacular calendar year after 
year.

Over 100 photos were submitted, and, for the first 
time, some pictures had to be turned away. A near record 
breaking fifty ballots were cast (record is sixty-one). The 
number of wonderful pictures with the subject matter of 
our beautiful community made judging even that much 
more difficult.

For the first time, we had a door prize of a wine tour 
and tasting for six donated by Derby Estate Wines. Rebeca 
Pherigo was the proud recipient, and the word is that it was 
a wonderful experience.

Cathy Bartley, Melissa Caster, and Janice Smith-
Ramseier presented a gourmet spread with a wonderful 
selection of wines, delightful variety of twelve delicious 
cheeses with assorted crackers, a brie puff pastry, black 
bean vegetable wraps, and an assortment of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Wine was generously donated by Derby Estate 
Wine and Tre Gatti.

Photos submitted this year may be picked up in October 
after the calendar unveiling at the quilt show in September. 
Photos and CDs from prior years will be available for 
pickup at the Hall any Sunday.  Photo by Silas Denny

SMCERTA Report
 Southern Monterey County Emergency Response 

Team Association (SMCERTA) president, John Foster, 
recently shared an advisory preparatory to this year’s fire 
season, which, following our rainy winter and subsequent 
heavy grass and brush growth, is expected to be a bad one. 
With the memory of the 2016 Chimney Fire in mind, now 
is the time to make sure our households are prepared for 
a possible fire impacting our community. The following 
checklist may help.

1. Make sure you have adequate defensible space 
around structures.

2. Have a plan for what to do in the event of a fire.
3. If you have generator backup for water wells and 

perishables, make sure they work and you have fresh 
fuel.
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Grafted Apple Tree Care, the First Year
by Ed Buntz

Your grafted apple tree from the March class at the 
Hall or the White Elephant Auction used a “semi-dwarf” 
rootstock. Your tree should stay at eight or ten feet once 
it is in the ground. Carefully remove the white or green 
tape during early July this year; think of “freeing” your 
graft around Independence Day. If the goop is no longer 
covering gaps, seal the graft itself with tree pruning sealant 
to keep out moisture and insects. Remove all new growth 
and shoots from below the graft location and do not let 
any shoots grow from the rootstock. Remove all but the 
strongest bud growing from the scion (feel free to tie this 
shoot to a stake if necessary). It will become your tree trunk. 
If the scion did not live for some reason, let one bud grow 

up from the rootstock and we will graft a new scion on that 
branch next March at the Hall class.

I prefer to plant the tree in the rainy season, but if you 
have a reasonable location that will not burn the small tree 
in the summer, go ahead and put it in the ground anytime. 
Morning sun is good, and a well-drained location is best. 
Water it often when the weather is warm this first summer, 
whether in a pot or in the ground. You may also move it to a 
five-gallon container in late spring/early summer to give its 
roots more room, and plant it in the ground later.

It will go dormant as winter approaches and all the 
leaves will fall. This first winter, you should prune the top 
of the tree off. Cut that single shoot so it is only eighteen 
to twenty-four inches tall. This will force the side buds to 
shoot out in the next spring and begin to build the main 
scaffold/framework for a nice tree. Most backyard apple 
trees are destined to be in the shape of a vase with three to 
five main branches coming from the single trunk. Do not let 
your tree have more than five main branches at this point.

If you planted your apple against a wall, you may wish 
to train the tree to be flat, more of a fan shape. The good 
news is that apples respond to training. They will quickly 
adapt to any shape you wish.

We want the tree to work hard on building a strong 
foundation for the future in these early years, so we only let 
the tree have one or two apples the second year. Remember, 
it takes fifty-five leaves to make enough sugar to have that 
big apple taste just right. Thin the apples to leave only the 
biggest one this second year.

Best of luck with your tree this year, and we look 
forward to getting everyone’s successful report at the next 
grafting class on March 20, 2020. Call (805) 472-2070 if you 
have any questions.

4. Have basic firefighting tools: shovel, McLeod, etc.  
Carry tools in your vehicle.

5. In case evacuation is required, have all of the things 
that you need to take with you in an obtainable 
location. Include telephone numbers, clothing, meds, 
etc. Turn off your gas prior to leaving. CERT has a 
complete list of evacuation items. Or create your own 
list as part of your planning.

6. If you are a ham radio operator, use your radio.  If 
you see smoke, get on our local repeater and make 
an announcement. In this area we use W6FM on 
Williams Hill or, if not available, use 146.55 simplex. 
Monitor emergency services.

7. Fill out and post at home your Emergency Response 
Information Card.  The card is available from local 
CERT members.
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Thank You for Supporting Our Concert
by Daphne Denny

To all of you who came to the SOL-O Youth Orchestra 
Concert at St. Luke’s Episcopal in Jolon on June 2, I send 
a resounding “Thank You!” You made it a tremendous 
success.

First, the young musicians were happy to play for you, 
and were quite pleased with their own performance.

Second, I was quite pleased with their performance! I 
might be prejudiced about how good they are, but in this 
case, I do know they were playing at the top of their level 
and putting everything they had into their performance. I 
am very proud of them.

Third, beyond that, all of you who attended honored 
us by wholeheartedly supporting us. About ninety people 
attended, and we received $788.00 in donations. Thank 
you. Many of you who could not attend sent donations 
with others. Thank you again! This generous amount 
would be enough to cover the money we are required to 
pay for our Summer Session. Also, I really appreciate the 
kind words and high praise that many of you gave to the 
young musicians and me. We all need to know that the 
work we are doing is appreciated, enjoyed, and honored.

Unfortunately, because I have a conflict of visions with 
Sol Treasures about the nature and values of a musical 
community, as well as the possibilities and the future of 
the SOL-O Orchestra, I have resigned as Director. Our 
differences are too profound and can’t be ignored any 
longer. I am deeply saddened by this. I love children and 

Second Saturday
by Collin Riley

Sharing and giving are alive and well in Bryson-
Hesperia. These customs are exemplified in service and 
caring concern.  At open mic night on the second Saturday 
of each month, fine musicians give their music to each other 
and the community. June 8th was no exception.

Nick Brittan performed three fine songs including pop 
jazz standard “Dream a Little Dream of Me” and “Wish I 
Knew You When I was Young” by the Revivalists.  Nick 
clearly rehearsed his arrangements, and they were well 
received.  

Aurora Denny brought her Venezuelan harp on 
which she had performed earlier in the day at a Santa 
Cruz wedding with her mother, Daphne. Aurora began 
with a piece from Juan de Sante Dalliaga (unable to verify 
spelling) and then played an unnamed exercise prepared 
by a teacher/harpist Aurora studied with in Venezuela. 
Those honored to hear Aurora perform know that her 
music is engaging and excellent. It seems that her mastery 
has only increased with time.  

Charles Ewing played some improvisation on 
his classical guitar and a piece from the musical 
“Oliver,”freshly imagined and interpreted. Charles 
continually demonstrates the joy of musical exploration.

Rachael Denny began her set with an original 
instrumental.  She is expert in finger-style guitar; few 
can match her expertise.  This particular piece had a little 
more than typical syncopation between the bass lines and 
melody and was very fluid and quick.  Rachael often uses 
lower strings to pick up her melodies rather than chasing 
them into higher registers on the treble strings, and this 
practice showcases her proficiency and curiosity.  She then 
sang a song she has performed before about a mysterious 
train and its enigmatic riders.  She mentioned a fiddler 
friend and collaborator for whom she performed this song 
recently.  Lastly she invited the group to sing along to 
“Teach Your Children” by Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young. 
Rachael is an exceptional talent. We are so privileged to 
know and hear her.

Lastly, Collin Riley brought three original songs:  “No 
Reason (To be Afraid, To be Ashamed)”, “Hopes (I Dare 
not Keep),”and “Jack of All Trades.”

So it was a great evening.  Refreshments were served, 
courtesy of Collin and Liz Cecci (thank you Liz).  There is 
never a charge for the event, in keeping with the theme of 
giving and sharing.  We hope you can attend the Second 
Saturday of next month, July 13, at 7:00 pm, to receive and/
or contribute music in neighborly camaraderie.

enjoy being with them. I love music and enjoy playing 
and sharing it with everyone. I hope and intend that the 
future holds a place for all of us to reunite to play and share 
amazing music together again.

Thank you again. I love you all.  Photo by Silas Denny
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Blue Ribbon Quilts
by Robin Freeman

If you find yourself driving west off the 101 on Jolon 
Road, as you crest the hill that enters the Lockwood valley, 
slow your car, roll down the window, and take a listen. 
Chances are good that you’ll hear the busy, happy hum of 
an efficient sewing machine. That will be one of Carolyn 
Lingor’s trusty machines as she is hard at work on one of 
her quilts.

Carolyn has been quilting for thirteen years this 
September, first joining the Hesperia Hall Home Bureau, 
then adding the nearby King City Heritage Valley Quilt 
Guild to her repertoire. She makes between five and seven 
donation quilts a year that are given to local guilds for either 
youth in foster care or residents who are going through 
difficult times. She works hard on the scholarship quilt 
made each year by the Hesperia Hall sewists. Additionally, 
Carolyn does an annual quilt raffle to benefit her church’s 
youth group; the winning ticket holder gets to select the 
size, color, and quilt design of his or her choice. Crib size to 
king size— she’ll do it. Wow!

Exceptionally giving of her time, Carolyn is always 

ready to help new quilters 
(I speak from experience), 
sharing her expertise, her 
sewing room, and her 
machines. It is fitting, then, 
that this generous and 
unselfish quilter take a 
little “Me Time” and enter 
some of her own work in 
the 2019 Salinas Valley Fair. 
In a showroom awash with 
colors and fabrics, dozens 
of lovely quilts hung 
on display. Some were 
adorned with awards, and 
Carolyn’s two entries both 
took home blue ribbons.

The first quilt, named “The Homestead”, was entered 
in the Fair Theme category, which was “From Farm to 
Table.” An original Carolyn design using a fabric panel and 
the Attic Window quilt concept, she wanted it to appear 
that the looker could approach the chair with a cup of 
coffee and gaze out on the farmer setting up his produce 
stand. Carolyn’s husband Rich drew the chair on paper to 
get the perspective, which she then turned into fabric and 
appliquéd. All the machine quilting was done by Carolyn 
on her long-arm machine.

The second quilt, named “Oh, My Stars!” was entered 
in the Pieced/Appliqué category. It is a pattern designed 
by Nancy Rink called El Camino Real, with each block in 
the quilt named after one of the California missions. The 
repeating blocks in the center are the ones containing the 
appliqué; all the others are pieced. This quilt is a symphony 
of rich blues, golds, and reds.

This was Carolyn’s first time entering a judged 
competition. I would say Success! Congratulations, Carolyn, 
on two beautiful quilts and two blue ribbons to accompany 
them. Photos by Rich Lingor
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Good-bye, Sweet Friend
by Cathie Lindfors, better known as Tommy’s Cathie

Tommy Gibson, born on September 19, 1940, passed 
away at his home in Bryson on May 21, 2019, after a 
long battle with multiple sclerosis. Tommy served in the 
Marines, where he claimed that he loved boot camp, before 
becoming an iron worker.  One of his last projects before 
retiring was rebuilding the Bay Bridge, where he told the 
people in charge not to use the bolts they had purchased 
from China because they would stretch. They didn’t listen, 
and his prediction proved correct.

Tommy and his wife Kathy, who preceded him in 
death, moved here in 2000. In 2010 he was stricken with 
MS, but he never complained, even after a stroke two years 
ago, which further weakened his condition. He was the 
only person I know who actually enjoyed being evacuated 
during the Chimney Fire of 2016. The times spent with 
neighbors and newly made friends during ten days at the 
Lockwood Community Center were among his happiest 
memories. He loved NASCAR, bull riding, and his 
motorcycle, and had stories to tell to anyone who would 
take the time to listen. His upbeat attitude helped lift the 
spirits of the rest of the “displaced dozen.”

He was a big man with a huge heart and a soft presence 
despite his size. He will be greatly missed by all who knew 
him, and especially by me, his friend and caregiver. The 
hole in my heart will be filled by the memories of our time 
together. 

Tommy Gibson is survived by his daughter Shanna, 
and three grandsons.

Kitten Season
by Beth Winters

Feral felines are giving birth 
to babies in woodpiles all over the 
countryside. Local heroes Rich and 
Carolyn Lingor discovered this 
recently, and, with help from the 
Hall’s Angelina Fund, the mama and 
her five kittens have all been fixed 
and vaccinated. Mama will stay on 
the job at the Lingors’, and the kittens 
found loving homes with two local families. In addition to 
their rodent duties, they will receive food, fresh water, and 
shelter from the weather and predators. Most feral cats are 
not as fortunate and would be better off unborn. If you 
need help with a similar situation, please contact us. We 
can offer traps, carriers, and local vets who will perform 
the surgeries and bill us, not you.

For further information and approval for use of 
this fund, please contact beth@
bullseyesign.com, or call (805) 
472-2095. The Lockwood Cat Fund 
now offers a similar program. Call 
Bev Kovacs at (831) 262-7631. 

Both programs recently 
received grants from the 
Friends of Community Animal 
Services Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Monterey County. 
Photos by Rich Lingor.
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Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell

Lentil Salad with Walnuts and Feta
1 cup dry depuy green lentils
3 sprigs thyme
½ cup chopped onion
½ cup chopped carrot
½ cup chopped celery
¾ cup toasted walnuts
½ cup crumbled feta cheese
salt to taste
Dressing:
4 Tbsps. olive oil
1 ½ Tbsps. white vinegar
½ tsp. Dijon mustard
1 tsp. minced shallot or garlic
Place lentils, thyme sprigs, and water to cover in 

saucepan and bring to a very gentle boil, then simmer for 
15 minutes. Add the onion, carrot, and celery and cook for 
approximately 10 minutes more. Take off heat when lentils 
are just cooked through and intact. Do not overcook. Use a 
slotted spoon to place lentils into a bowl and salt as desired. 
Whisk all the ingredients for the dressing, then pour over 
the cooked lentils and gently mix. Refrigerate. Serve cold, 
dressed lentils on a bed of greens, with walnuts and feta 
sprinkled on top.

The Puzzler
If a+b+c+d must equal 63, what is the maximum value 

of ab+bc+cd 
a) If a, b, c, and d must be different positive integers?
b) If they can be any positive integers?
c) If they can be any real numbers?
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
It will take the slow guy 24 days to do the job alone. 
Rate x Time + Rate x Time = Total Job
(1/x )x8        + (1/12)x8       = 1
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 

it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer. 

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Congrats to our graduates! We had three regular youth 
group attendees graduate from high school and four from 
middle school. We are proud of them. It has been a true joy 
to be a part of their lives and growth.

Thank you to all who have supported the group and 
made this work possible. The TrueLife Youth Group is now 
on our summer break. We will resume late August or early 
September. You can call us at any time with questions about 
the group, our winter Hume Lake trips, whether we are 
deciding to have any summer outings, etc.

The True Life Youth Group is open to all youth, 

grades 6–12, whether or not their family attends True Life 
Christian Fellowship. Also, if you’d like to be called when 
we resume about helping us with a dinner at one of our 
regular Thursday meetings, please let us know. We can be 
reached at (805) 472-9325 or by email at reinstedts@gmail.
com.

Adorable and Adoptable 
Dogs
by Nicole Kemp

I am your neighbor on Smith 
Road and have lived here for three 
years at Gwen Dunne’s place. I 
foster rescue dogs, adopting them 
out to their FURever homes. I 
know of several dogs and cats that 
need homes, so even if this little 
guy doesn’t catch your eye, maybe another one will.

The dog you see in the picture is Nitro. Some of you 
may have seen him at the photo judging event. Nitro 
was surrendered by his owner when he was six months 
old because his owner didn’t want him. He was left in a 
backyard with no human contact as a puppy. He is now 
in my foster care and has come so far in the past month. 
Nitro is one year old now, neutered and up to date on shots. 
He does great off leash and comes when called. He can be 
around chickens or in a chicken coop and he will not bother 
or chase them. He gets along great with other dogs and 
cats. He loves to play fetch with a person or with himself, 
throwing a toy in the air and then retrieving it.

Nitro takes a little time to get used to new people, but 
once he’s comfortable he’s full of snuggles and kisses. He’s 
my shadow everywhere I go in the house and yard and just 
wants that one person to call his own. Please reach out to 
me if you would like to make Nitro a part of your family. 
Just call me, Nicole Kemp, at (831) 320-6971. Photo by Nicole 
Kemp
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2019 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

July Calendar Highlights
 2 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at Hall 7pm
 3 Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 4 Independence Day
 7 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 9 Yoga 6pm 
 12 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 13 Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
 14 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 16 Yoga 6pm
  SMCERTA at Hesperia Hall 7:15
 17 Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 19 Potluck Dinner 7pm
 21 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 23 Yoga 6pm
 28 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 30 Yoga 6pm
 Aug. 4 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 6 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting 7pm
 7 Home Bureau 11am-1pm
 9 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 10 Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
 11 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm


