
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

Happy New Year, Hesperia Hall 
Community.

The year 2020 will see some changes 
to the Hesperia Hall Foundation, the 
organization by which we do business and which qualifies 
us for our tax exempt status. Last year, we focused on 
the maintenance issues that have been deferred. While 
we learned a lot about what needs doing and ways to 
accomplish that, we also discovered previously unknown 
obstacles regarding the follow through. Secretary and Past 
President Collin Riley has done much research into the 
issue and summarizes it in this way.

Throughout its history, the Hall has been maintained 
almost exclusively by member volunteers. In 2019, the Board 
consulted with experts to understand long-term building 
maintenance needs. As the Hall building ages and activities 
grow and diversify, we have consulted with CPA’s to stay 
compliant with the charitable status that allows us to own 
the Hall and serve the community as we do.

How to fund expensive structural maintenance tasks 
as they become necessary, and how we might lawfully 
perform regular activities beyond the scope of our founding 
documents are questions we are currently exploring with 
CPA Brent Green. These questions also impact future boards 
and members. We want our neighborhood to comfortably 
enjoy the Hall at this present time, and we also want to 
update our policies so that future boards can avoid liability 
and perform their charitable work.

The Board bears the responsibility to facilitate this 
process, with prudence. We ask for your continued support 
as we move through whatever that turns out to be. It no 
doubt will be a learning experience, and we will strive to 

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

The January potluck, hosted by the Board, takes place 
at Hesperia Hall on Friday, January 17, beginning at 
7:00 pm. Cal Fire representatives will attend to update 
us on fire preparedness, answer any questions, and 
issue burn permits.

December Potluck Hosts Cal Fire and Santa: The December 
Hesperia Hall potluck dinner was ushered in with Christmas 
music performed by Meg Hontos (harp), John Hontos (recorder), 
and Rupert Lyle (penny whistle). A Cal Fire contingent of first 
responders joined the evening, issuing burn permits and helping 
to welcome Santa Claus, whose visit was announced not by the 
traditional prancing and pawing of tiny hoofs on the roof, but 
by the wail of a siren in the driveway. The elf himself entered 
exuberantly through doors flung wide rather than via narrow 
chimney. As expected, he brought welcoming cheer and, for the 
youngest guests, early presents along with assurances of magic 
yet to come on Christmas morning. Photos by Fred Kenyon and 
Josh Riley

make things better for all of us in the end.
Special shout out to our new Board members as we 

dive into the New Year: Candi McGregor, Jean Thompson, 
and Bryan Cogsdell. Thank you for joining the team. 
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John Saulsbury is yet another example of a member volunteer 
whose labor has supported the Hall. He has been monitoring 
and modifying our drainage system around the Hall during 
the past few winters. This has turned into a time-consuming 
activity due to our recent high rate of precipitation. Photo by 
Fred Kenyon

Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Bill 
and Jane Munger for their generous annual donation. We 
would also like to thank Sherm and Cindy Terry for their 
donation in memory of their son Jesse. Jack and Lois Lindley 
and an anonymous donor graciously made donations in 
memory of Kay (Smith) Brand. Our dear neighbor Tommy 
Gibson consistently supported the scholarship quilt raffle 
fundraiser over many years and was honored with an 
anonymous donation in his memory as well.

The Scholarship Fund was richly blessed in 2019, so 
thank you to all donors that made individual contributions 
and supported our local students in numerous ways. The 

Calendar Committee Report
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Thank you from the Hesperia Hall Calendar Committee 
for your support and participation in the production, 
sponsorship, and purchase of our 2020 calendar. If you 
missed buying a calendar, please contact one of the 
committee members who may be able to locate one.

We will be holding a start up meeting for 2021 in 
January. If you would like to join us, contact the Calendar 
Committee or a Hall Board member.

Have a prosperous New Year.

New Year is upon us, so students will be back to their new 
semesters/quarters, and we will be working to keep up 
our annual support of their endeavors. We look forward to 
working with students, parents, and supporters to continue 
a robust community scholarship program. If you have 
any questions about the scholarship program or wish to 
establish a college savings account for your children, please 
contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at( 805) 
472-9556.

Notice: Burn Permits 
Jason Luckenbach, the new Cal Fire Battalion Chief for 

our area, and his crew attended the Hesperia Hall potluck 
on Friday, December 20, and issued burn permits for 
immediate use. He and his crew will be back for the January 
potluck on Friday, January 17, 2020, to issue permits for the 
new year. In the meantime, you can apply online at htpps://
burnpermits.fire.ca.gov. 

From left to right: Fire Captain Kevin Dixon, Fire Apparatus 
Engineer Jerrod Hibar, Fire Captain Kevin Negro, Battalion 
Chief Jason Luckenbach, and Fire Apparatus Engineer Josh Kays. 
Photo by Fred Kenyon
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Fruit Tree Pruning and Grafting
by Ed Buntz

We will have some 
California Rare Fruit Grower’s 
Organization (CRFG) members 
return to the Hall for our 
annual fruit tree grafting 
demonstration/class at Hesperia 
Hall in conjunction with our 
potluck on March 20, 2020.  
Here are a few items of interest:

• CRFG will conduct its annual pruning workshop at 
Cal Poly on Saturday, January 11, 2020, at 1:00 pm. 
The meeting location is the Crops Unit on campus 
at the corner of Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free 
admission and free parking).

• Rootstock delivery date is unknown, so the CRFG 
Annual Scion Exchange and Grafting Party will be at 
Cal Poly on a Saturday in February 2020, exact date to 
be determined. Details will be provided in our February 
newsletter. 

• Here is the reminder on collecting scions for the 
exchange and/or Hall grafting class.

a. Cut pencil sized scions from this year’s  
 growth in January or February (when leaves  
 have all fallen off and before buds are popping  
 out).

b.  Choose buds close together to have the best  
 growth potential.

c. Cut to length (8”–12“). Store, by wrapping  
 in damp paper towel or newspaper, place in  
 zip lock bag, label each cutting, and then  
 place in refrigerator (do not freeze).

d. Bring your scions to the February class at Cal  
 Poly and/or to the Hall on March 20.

• The CRFG Central Coast web site is http://www.crfg-
central.org/, or feel free to call Marv and Pet Daniels at 
(805) 773-9311. Local contact is Ed Buntz at (805) 472-
2070.

Vaya Con Dios Open Mic  
by Collin Riley

The twentieth consecutive monthly Open Mic night, 
held at Hesperia Hall on Saturday, December 14, was the 
last of its kind for an indeterminate period. Since April of 
2018, Hesperian musicians have gathered on the second 
Saturday of each month to share their music and enjoy the 
presentations of their fellow artists. The organizers were 
pleased with the event’s success.

At the December Open Mic, Rachael Denny began with 
tunes including “A’soalin” notably recorded by Peter, Paul 
and Mary and “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  Rachael 
displayed her keen sensitivity to musical structure.  Her folk 
sensibilities and academic musical proficiency naturally 
invite audience participation. We were privileged to hear 
and visit with Rachael these past, many months.

Daphne Denny, accomplished teacher, orchestra 
leader, and musician in her own right, played cello and was 
accompanied by Rachael in seasonally appropriate duets.

Aurora Denny then played three pieces on her 
Venezuelan lever harp including “God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen” and the Venezuelan “El Regalo,” which 
translates as “The Gift.” Aurora’s son, Mio (Romeo, Jr.), 
played “Good King Wenceslas” on the electric piano.

Collin Riley concluded the evening’s performances with 
a classic children’s sing-along and some original music.

The intimacy and quality of these past twenty monthly 
events impressed its patrons. Thank you all who shared, 
and thank you music lovers observing. Hopefully, we can 
“do it all again” in the future.
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In Memory of Kay (Smith) Brand
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Another of our long-time residents, Kay (Smith) Brand, 
passed away on November 17, 2019.  Many will remember 
Jim and Kay Brand, as they seldom missed a potluck or 
Hesperia Hall event. After Jim’s death, December 10, 2013, 
Kay’s daughter, Pam Sanchez, felt it best for her mother to 
be nearer so she could visit her often and be more involved 
in her care. As a result, Kay resided in Southern California 
the last few years of her life.

Kay was born on April 28, 1926, to Warren and Ida 
Griffin in Churchill, New York. Her mother died when she 
was twelve years old. Kay met and married Bert Smith,  
an engineer working in the aerospace industry, when she 
was only sixteen. The couple had two children, Ronald 
and Cheryl, when a job offer in California inspired a move 
to the Golden State. A third child, Pamela, was born in 
October 1955. Bert and Kay’s life in Southern California 
was busy with family, entertaining, and ballroom dancing, 
which later included square dancing.

In the late 1960’s, the Nacimiento and San Antonio lakes 
had become recognized as great fishing, camping, and water 
skiing destinations. Several local properties were split into 
small parcels and sold, and Bert and Kay Smith and family 
eventually bought property on Smith Road. Their friends 
spent many weekends camping and boating at the lakes, and 
Kay and Bert entertained them and recently met neighbors. 
Kay, a great cook, did most of the planning and shopping. 
My husband, Jack Smith, had a small bulldozer and assisted 
with clearing and doing preparation for future buildings. 
We were included in some of their weekend gatherings and 
enjoyed meeting many of their friends who participated in 
dance groups. Bert built a large garage and eventually built 
and added on to their original small house. He had just 
finished the addition in 1987 and retired from his job when 
he passed away from cancer.

This was a very difficult time for Kay. She chose to 
stay on their ranch and tend the cows and horses they had 
acquired. Her dogs, too, were great companions. Several 
close neighbors eased the loneliness and eventually urged 
her to come back to square dancing. This she did wearing 
a pin that said she was a single dancer. She was a very 
social person and joined a local group that was learning to 

clog. Becky and Bill Dayton remembered those fun times 
with Kay.

In the early 1990’s, Kay was introduced to Jim Brand. 
When they met, dancing was a very important part of 
Kay’s life. Jim’s response was that truck drivers don’t 
dance. Well. —He learned, enjoyed it, and taught line 
dancing at Hesperia Hall for several years. The two danced 
beautifully. Watching them waltz “The Mexican Wind” 
brought tears to my eyes!

They sold Kay’s property and resided at Jim’s ranch 
a few miles closer to town. Kay even learned to feed the 
emus Jim raised. They traveled, went on cruises, hosted 
several Hesperia Hall community picnics and raised a 
beautiful backyard full of produce. They always started the 
New Year with a trip to Pasadena to watch the Rose Parade 
with Kay’s daughter Pam and her husband Ed.  Because 
Pam and Ed lived one block from the parade route, they set 
out chairs that allowed Kay a choice spot.

Jim and Kay loved antiques and, between the two, 
they turned a little adobe house on Jim’s property into 
quite a museum. They loved to show people through their 
amazing collection.

Kay was a very strong person. It is sad to note that two 
of her children and one grandson preceded her in death. 
Her last Christmas card pictured her with a big smile and 
her arms around her twin great grandsons.

(Thanks to Kay’s daughter, Pam Sanchez, for sharing 
information about her mother.)

Kay and Jim at the Rose Parade
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Belva Lockwood Memorialized at Post Office
by Susan Raycraft

On November 23, 2019, community members gathered 
at the Lockwood Post Office to dedicate a memorial garden 
to Belva Lockwood. Generous donations from the Hesperia 
Hall Foundation and four other local groups made its 
installation possible.

In 1880, after spearheading a four-year campaign in 
Congress to change laws restricting women’s access, Belva 
Lockwood was the first woman to argue a case before 
the Supreme Court. Four years later, she became the first 
woman to run a full campaign for U.S. President, and in 
1888, as Belva ran a second time for president, Lair Patterson 
chose the name Lockwood for the local post office.

A bronze plaque listing these accomplishments will 
soon complete the memorial. Here’s how Susan Raycraft, 
representing the Lockwood PerSisters, who spearheaded 
the project, expressed its intent. “Belva Lockwood opened 
doors for women of her day and inspired many. Her words 
from the plaque, ‘We shall never have equal rights until we 
take them, nor respect until we command it’ were a call to 
changing the status quo, supported by law and custom, 
where the inferiority of women was taken for granted.

“Today, in 2019, the centennial of congress passing the 
19th Amendment granting American women the right to 

vote, we claim her as a model for our times, and a champion 
of this place.

“We gather as community to take responsibility 
for public space, reminding ourselves this place where 
neighbors greet each other deserves our respect and care. It 
need not be grandiose to be beautiful, and this garden will 
help make it so.”

When you visit the Lockwood Post Office, take a 
moment to enjoy the garden, with its native plants selected 
by Patricia Ashe-Woodfill. It will unite people of diverse 
opinions and beliefs in celebration of the values we share 
and the history that has shaped us. Belva Lockwood now 
stands before us to remind us of the best we can be. 
Photo by Fred Kenyon
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True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

We hope you all had a blessed Christmas. The True 
Life Youth Group had a wonderful Christmas party in 
December, and, for the first time ever, we had to help 
members get the giant present opened! We had wonderful 
food donated, a Christmas ornament project, and a rousing 
game of Christmas Pictionary — all wrapped around the 
awe-inspiring Christmas story of how God came to Earth 
to bring us back unto Himself. Thanks to everyone who 
helped! 

Cooking from the Garden: Winter Squash
by Kate Snell

When your summer vegetable garden dies away with 
the frost, thankfully you can rely on winter squash to 
get you through the winter. Try it in soups, roasted with 
Brussels sprouts and sage, pureed with brown sugar and 
butter, added to French toast batter with cinnamon, and, 
best of all, in pumpkin pie.

Plant 4-5 seeds per hill spaced 4-6 feet apart, depending 
on the variety, in rich well-prepared soil. Thin to two plants 
per hill when they emerge. Harvest in the fall when their 
shells are hard or frost is threatening, leaving a generous 
stem attached to the fruit. Store in a cool dry place and 
enjoy for months. Below is a simple, spicy recipe using 
butternut squash for its great taste and texture:

Sautéed Winter Squash
1 butternut squash
1 Tbsp. curry powder
½ tsp. ground pepper
¼ tsp. cayenne pepper (optional)
3 Tbsps. vegetable oil
Salt to taste
Peel skin off the neck of a butternut squash, then slice 

into ¼” rounds. Cut rounds in half. Pour oil into skillet 
over medium heat. Sprinkle curry powder and pepper(s) 
into oil, and then add the squash slices. Sauté for several 
minutes on each side until browned and softened. Remove 
from pan, salt if desired, and serve.

Adorable and Adoptable Pets
by Nicole Kemp

This little girl is Missy, 
and she’s under a year old. 
Unfortunately, she will end up 
at the shelter if she doesn’t find a 
new home to call her own. Some 
man was giving Missy away at a 
junkyard to anyone that wanted 
her. A lady who  reached out to 
me got Missy to make sure she 
didn’t end up in cruel hands, but 
this lady lives in an apartment that doesn’t allow dogs. 
She is trying to find a new home for Missy as soon as she 
can. Missy is dog, kid, and people friendly, and she is 
used to being in a kennel during the day. Missy will come 
with food, a leash, and collar, and she will be spayed and 
up to date on shots. Please reach out to me if you would 
like to make Missy a part of your family. Text or call (831) 
320-6971.

Membership Form Provided in This Issue
Members of the Hesperia Hall Foundation are 

reminded that it is time to renew. Your membership 
sustains our beloved Hall and the activities and benefits it 
provides. Membership costs only twenty dollars a year and 
includes monthly copies of News from the Hall, delivered 
either to your mailbox or by email, as you choose.

Advertisers, too, are reminded that it is time to 
renew. News from the Hall has a circulation of over 300 
local residences. Ad fee is $100 per twelve-issue year for a 
business-card size ad or $10 for a single-issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Candi McGregor, 
76043 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, 93426. We thank 
you for your participation in our community.   

Hall members are encouraged to support the local 
businesses that advertise with News from the Hall. We are a 
community of neighbors, and we can all recognize, given 
our remote fire-prone location, that our first line of defense 
in time of need is our neighbors.
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Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

The angler knows that the metabolism and body 
temperature of our quarry, a coldwater creature, are 
regulated by its environment. Therefore, cold water 
temperatures take the activity level, feeding frequency, and 
response to feeding opportunity down several notches. The 
forage base of shad minnows, crawdads, and miscellaneous 
small fish and insects is slowed by the same dynamic. In 
chilly water, the fish will still feed and react to feeding 
opportunities and to your lures, but they are less likely to 
move very far or very quickly. Consider that their normal 
food supply is not moving very far or very quickly either. A 
much smaller strike zone and less frequent feeding activity 
of the game fish challenges the catching part of the fishing 
equation, but with this challenge comes the benefit of a 
more stationary and predictable target. 

Choosing lures that can be fished slowly and deliberately 
gives the winter angler the opportunity to match the 
predator’s expectation of minimal movement from their 
feed. Winter condition lures that can fit this scenario include 
jigs, soft plastic worms, or soft plastic assorted creatures, as 
well as vertically jigged, metal lures such as Kastmaster or 
Hopkins “jigging spoons.” Lures in this category mimic the 
action of the shad or minnows that are distressed by the 
cold water, thus rendering them vulnerable, easy targets for 
the opportunistic predator. 

Current from running water can draw fish to shallow 
zones. Warm rainstorms that get nicknames like “Pineapple 
Express” can bring enough warmth to wake up some of 
the fish. Slower moving reaction bait lures that produce a 
throbbing wobble that fish can feel will sometimes draw 
strikes when weather adds some extra color or reduces 
water clarity. Large blade spinner baits and big-lipped 
crank baits can be worth a try when the pieces of the puzzle 
fit. When visibility is diminished, fish may move to the 
definable edges of shoreline or structure to feel their way 
around their environment. Persistence and repeated casts 
can give the fish a chance to zero in on your offering. So if 
you have the urge to get out on the water, give this a try and 
adapt to the moment. Longer hours of daylight are one of 
the magnets that draw fish back to the shallows and anglers 
back to the water.     –Tight Lines! 

Hesperia Hall Membership Application/Renewal Form
Checks ($20 per household) payable to Hesperia Hall

Mail to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address _________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

I prefer my newsletter (please check one) mailed to my physical address _______ OR emailed to me _______

As we resume in January, we will start looking foward 
to our Hume Lake trip in late February, planning our box 
sled, and resuming our Thursday evening gatherings and 
dinners. If you would like to bless the group tremendously, 
we are looking for volunteers to cook a dinner for the 
group in the second semester. The youth group pays the 
cost and you plan, shop for, and prepare the meal, either 
at the church or in your own kitchen, and bring it. We eat 
at 6:50 pm on youth group nights.

At the time of writing this, we look forward to meeting 
a reporter from the Monterey County Weekly newspaper in 
a couple of days. She is very excited about doing an article 
on our history-cookbook More Treasures Under the Oaks, 
especially as it is the twentieth anniversary of it. She has a 
real interest in outdoor cooking and can’t wait to explore 
the region from which all those awesome outdoor cooking 
recipes and tips come. We’ll be driving her around Bryson 
and Lockwood, and she’ll be meeting with some people in 
the area and seeing many of our amazing historical sites 
that are featured in stories and photographs in the book.

We are hoping that this article, which should run 
sometime in January, will help us get the remaining 240 or 
so cookbooks that we have out there into peoples’ hands 
and the funds into the youth group. At this time we have 
no plans to reprint this book, so, if you would like a copy 
of it, please call us or go to www.truelifecf.org. You can call 
us at (805) 472-9325 about the book, or about cooking for 
the group, or about donating to help a youth get to go on 
our Hume Lake winter trip. Thanks, and happy New Year!
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2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Candice McGregor
Directors – Bryan Cogdell , Margaret Hontos, Rupert Lyle , Jean Thompson, Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Candi McGregor, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

January Calendar Highlights
  1   New Year’s Day
  5   Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  7   Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting 7pm
  8   Home Bureau 12-2pm
 10   Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 11   Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
 12   Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 14   Yoga 6pm
 17   Potluck Dinner 7pm
 19   Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 20   Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday,  
  observed
 21   Yoga 6pm 
 22   Home Bureau 12-2pm
 26   Produce Exchange 11am-1pm  
  Cutting of the Roses at Mission  
   San Antonio
 28   Yoga 6pm
Feb  2   Groundhog Day  
  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  4   Yoga 6pm  
  Board Meeting 7pm
  5   Home Bureau 12-2pm
   8   Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
  9   Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 14   Valentine’s Day  
  Bingo at Harden Center 6pm


