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maintaining and restoring the Hall, which will require a
dedicated effort and a plan.
Happy New Year to the community of Hesperia
Hall, and may the good outweigh the bad in your 2019,
by a lot, a whole lot.

by Beth Winters
The final Board meeting of the year on
December 4, 2018, was unusually busy
and full of good things, a bit like Santa’s
sack!
First off, two handmade owl nesting boxes were
delivered by our local 4H-ers, Seralyn Colton and Penny
Riley. They visited us earlier in the year to pitch this
project: boxes to provide safe nesting places for barn
owls in which to raise their young.
Next up was the receipt of a case of Clif Bars
donated by employee and Hall member Carolina
Leonhardt. We have delivered the bars to after-school
programs at San Lucas, San Antonio, and Bradley
schools, and will offer some to the local Cal Fire
Department when they write burn permits at our
January 18 potluck.
The topic of gifts led into a discussion of how to
recognize and honor our retiring newsletter publisher,
Joanne Norlin. Thanks to her publishing skills, we enjoy
an inviting, easily readable publication every month. We
will gift her with a complimentary membership,
entitling her to receive the newsletter. Perhaps she can
enjoy reading it now.
Moving on, we accepted the proposal for a donation
to the fire victims of Paradise, a situation that hit close
to home. Also approved was the purchase of a
reconditioned defibrillator through a member donation.
Finally, we continued the discussion about

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors
meets at the Hall on the first Tuesday of every month,
beginning at 7:00 pm. Hall members are welcome to
attend.
This month’s potluck takes place on Friday, January
18, beginning at 7:00 pm. Representatives of Cal Fire
will be in attendance to write burn permits from 6:30
and will update at 8:00. Bring a dish to share and join
your neighbors for dinner at the Hall.

Santa Kept His Hesperia Hall Date
As anticipated, Santa did in fact stop in for a visit at
the December 21 Christmas potluck and was able to
spend time with young people awaiting his more
mysterious upcoming nocturnal visit. Undoubtedly, Santa
was able to intuit each child’s wishes
and
will
mostly
meet
their
expectations, ponies and puppies
notwithstanding. Cal Fire reps were
also on hand all evening to issue burn
permits.
Photos by Josh Riley
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Scholarship Report

Sheriff Bernal has thus far refused to sign off on any new
negotiated contract for this event. We’ve asked Ms.
Ellerbee to address the resulting loss of revenue to
Monterey County and the future implications for the San
Antonio Lake Recreation Area.
Dinner will be served after the meeting. As always,
the Rural Coalition provides the main dish, and guests
are encouraged to bring a side dish if possible.

by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Bill
and Jane Munger for their exceptionally generous
annual donation. We would also like to acknowledge a
nice end-of-year donation from an anonymous donor.
We were pleased with the return of scholarship
recipients past and present at the Christmas potluck and
to hear of many more students on their way home from
college to spend time over the holiday season with their
families in our wonderful community.
Several local recipients have attended Cal State
Chico over the years; one student is currently obtaining
her teaching credential there. We deeply feel the damage
inflicted in Paradise and the area around Chico from the
Camp Fire. Our best wishes go out to all affected, and
we sincerely hope that the area can recover and
eventually flourish again.
The Scholarship Fund was richly blessed in 2018, so
thank you to all donors that made individual
contributions and/or supported the raffle quilt. The New
Year is upon us, so students will be back to their new
semesters/quarters, and we will be working to keep up
our annual support of their endeavors. We look forward
to working with students, parents, and supporters to
continue a robust community scholarship program.
If you have any questions about the scholarship
program or wish to establish a college savings account
for your children, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 4722070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Lightning in a Bottle Update
by Paula Getzelman, President, SMC Rural Coalition
At the Southern Monterey County Rural Coalition
sponsored Lightning in a Bottle (LIB) Community
Forum held in November, local residents learned that
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors, at the
recommendation of the Resource Management Agency
(RMA), had terminated the LIB contract.
The promoter, Dede Fleming, and his organization,
The DoLab, partnered with the county and our
community for five years, promoting successful LIB
events and securing a multi-year contract for future
events. Fleming was not given notice of the termination
until after it occurred, preventing him from addressing
concerns or clearing up inaccurate or misrepresented
information.
The promoter recently stated to the Rural Coalition
that prior to the termination of the contract, he had a
strong working relationship with RMA, Cal Fire, CHP,
the Sheriff's office, and with other county agencies
concerned with public health and safety. He felt that
communication and the ability to address problems as
they arose was the strength of the collective team effort.
At the Forum, RMA employees stated the reason for
the termination was primarily concern about potential
liability to the county from deaths occurring at the event.
In 2015 one young woman died from an overdose, and
in 2018 a young man died from a swimming accident. A
secondary reason was “overbooking” of the event,
wherein there were more attendees than the contract
allowed. Although there was a disagreement about the
total number, Fleming states he had agreed to pay the

SMC Rural Coalition Meeting
by Paula Getzelman
The first quarterly meeting of Southern Monterey
County Rural Coalition (SMCRC) in the new calendar
year will be Wednesday, January 16, at 5:30 pm, at St.
Luke’s Guild Hall. Our guest speaker will be Shawne
Ellerbee, Deputy Director of Administrative Services,
Monterey County Resource Management Agency.
The Board of Supervisors recently terminated the
multi-year lease of Lightning in a Bottle (LIB), and
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Foundation (NVCF). This fund distributes grants to
assist charities providing direct relief and services to
Camp Fire victims. To donate or learn more about The
NORCAL Fire Relief Fund and NVCF, please visit their
website at www.nvcf.org.

County for the additional attendees.
Over the past five years, the event provided sorely
needed revenue for Monterey County’s San Antonio Lake
Recreation Area in the amount of $1,037,467. It drove
further economic benefit to local and regional businesses
and provided financial benefit to charities, schools, and
organizations in Southern Monterey County. The BrysonHesperia Community Calendar received a donation of
$1000 each year that will now disappear.
Earlier this fall it appeared RMA would work to
negotiate a new contract with LIB, until Sheriff Steve
Bernal refused to sign off on any new contract for this
event. Although he was invited to the Forum to explain
his position, Sheriff Bernal declined the invitation and has
subsequently refused to return telephone calls to either
SMCRC or Fleming. If the Sheriff has reasonable and
valid reasons for his decision to not support LIB, those
reasons ought to be able to stand up to public scrutiny.
At this point, it appears that LIB will be held
elsewhere in 2019, causing the loss of much-needed
revenue for Monterey County. Many of us hold out hope,
however, that this issue can be resolved and that we will
be able to welcome Lightning in a Bottle and other events
to the San Antonio Lake Recreation Area in the future.

Community Calendar
by Catherine Bartley
Official tallies for the 2019 calendar have not been
completely finalized, but between sales, sponsorships,
and expenses, it looks like the project has netted over
$4,000.
Reminder: The 2020 Calendar Committee kickoff
meeting is Sunday, January 12, 2019, noon, at the
Produce Exchange at the Hall. Anyone is welcome to
attend and participate.
There are a lot of jobs. Researching important events
and moon phases; soliciting your favorite businesses for
sponsorships; helping to set up and take down the photo
judging in June; layout and proofing the calendar;
selling the calendars at Hall activities beginning in
September until all are sold.
There are still a few calendars available, so contact
any of the Calendar Committee members (Janice SmithRamseier, Silas Denny, Melissa Caster, Collin Riley, Jean
and Mark Thompson, or Cathy Bartley) and we’ll make
sure you get one. The price is still $12.50.
A Friends of the Hall sponsorship is $100 and is a
great way to memorialize friends or family. This also
entitles you to one free calendar. Checks can be sent to
Treasurer Tammy Allen at any time.
Get your membership applications in; you must be a
member of the Hall in order to submit photos for the
calendar. You do not have to be a member to join in on
the photo judging. Photos must be taken of local scenes
in the 93426 and 93432 areas. Photographing Fort
Hunter Liggett is off-limits. Hall members may submit
four (4) 11” x 8.5” (landscape) prints. Clearly p-r-i-n-t
your name, address, and telephone number on the back.
Photos must be submitted no later than May 2019.
Happy New Year and happy photographing!

Hall Reaches Out to Camp Fire Victims
by Collin Riley
When the Chimney Fire threatened Bryson-Hesperia
in 2016, most neighbors were displaced for about ten
days. Opportunities for necessary shelter, food, and
even clothing were provided. The myriad, various fire
trucks and crews defending Bryson's homes evidenced
to us that all efforts were employed. This writer is told
that during the Chimney Fire, one of the trucks stationed
on Sapaque Road, maintaining a critical section against
the wildfire, was from a Butte County station in
Paradise, California.
This year's late season Camp Fire completely
destroyed 80% of the homes in Paradise. Hesperia Hall
Foundation donated $500 to the NORCAL Fire Relief
Fund, administered by North Valley Community
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Newsletter Farewell

references to computer sites. The result has been, like it
or don’t, the very best we could do.
With a busy life in San Jose, a teaching career, and
twins who once attended Easter egg hunts at the Hall
now grown up, Joanne does not visit the property on
Smith Road very often any more. She and husband Reza
like to use every block of free time they get to travel.
After a full decade of commitment to our community
through her work on the newsletter, Joanne has decided
to retire from editing duties, though she remains
available to step in should her successor have a need.
The Bryson-Hesperia community has benefitted greatly
from her skills and commitment, and we thank her for
many, many hours of dedicated work on our behalf; we
have been exceptionally lucky. I personally thank her for
a rewarding, enjoyable partnership and for her
continuing friendship.

by Barbara Walters
For its editors, this January 2019 issue of News from
the Hall is both noteworthy and affecting. It is
noteworthy because this 120th issue marks one decade
that Joanne Norlin and I have turned out the monthly
issues you read or don’t read twelve times a year. It is
also Joanne’s final issue as co-editor. For us, it is deeply
affecting because ten years ago we started doing this
work as friends, and now our publishing partnership is
ending, though our friendship certainly is not. Enjoying
a strong working relationship over that period and
having it only strengthen is an extremely heartening
experience and one that I cherish.
When Joanne and I took over the Hesperia Hall
newsletter in February 2009, News from the Hall was a
thriving concern that our community took justifiable
pride in. Erick and Mary Ann Reinstedt filled Joanne’s
primary role of formatting the copy, and, as per credits
on the back page, Jane Miller, Kevin and Joan Steele, and
Katrina Hearne comprised the copy editing staff. Jane
Miller, an exceptionally able copy editor, gave us a crash
course in how the publication was put together, and,
with her best wishes and proffers of assistance if needed,
we were off. Ours has not been a flawless performance
by any matter or means, and lapses have been duly
brought to our attention, but we have never missed an
issue or been significantly late due to our own
negligence,
the
vagaries
of
mass
mailings
notwithstanding.
Joanne changed the look of News from the Hall and
continued to make changes and tweaks throughout her
tenure, adding more photos as that became easier to do,
using a myriad of computer magic tricks to condense or
fill space and to sharpen images or composition, often
continuing to work after I had long since gone to bed.
She acted as a valuable second copy editor, frequently
catching things I missed when my eyes were spinning
from reading the same pieces multiple times. Her
questions about fact or usage many times sent me back
to fact check or consult my stylebooks. She verified all

Open Mic Music Night
by Collin Riley
The second-Saturday of December 2018 came early
last month. As such, on Saturday, December 8, Hesperia
Hall hosted its monthly music night.
Rachel Denny beautifully performed three of her
favorite Christmas songs: “I Saw Three Ships,”
“Christmas Bells,” and “Mary's Boy Child.” Rachel's
skillful finger-style guitar playing and her joy of the
season warmed the freezing Hall.
Daphne Denny, accompanied by Rachel, presented
three pieces on her cello. She played a Mexican Waltz, an
Iraqi folk song whose lyrics are about a bird, and a
medley of “Over the Rainbow” and “What a Wonderful
World.” Daphne was inspired to play the first two songs
by experiences with her students in the Youth Strings
Orchestra at King City's Sol Treasures where she is
Conductor.
Collin Riley played and sang four original songs.
Finally, Donovan Anderson re-created, through a
dramatic monologue, the occasion of a Native American
agreeing to sell a large portion of land to European
colonist/settlers. The ideas of natural sustainability and
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for the Mission, which is currently undergoing an
earthquake retrofit project estimated to cost $15 million.
The Mission is located at Fort Hunter-Liggett off Jolon
Road, at 1 Mission Road, Jolon, CA 93928. For more
information
visit
our
website
at
www.missionsanantonio.net, or call (831) 385-4478 ext.17.

Fruit Tree Grafting
by Ed Buntz
We will have some California Rare Fruit Grower’s
Organization (CRFG) members return to the Hall for our
annual fruit tree grafting demonstration/class at
Hesperia Hall in conjunction with our potluck on March
15, 2019. They will be providing apple rootstock, but it is
our responsibility to ensure we have sufficient scions for
our class. Here are a few items of interest to assist us in
conducting a good class at the Hall.
1. CRFG will conduct their annual orchard pruning
class at Cal Poly on Saturday, January 12, at 1:00 pm.
The meeting location is the Crops Unit on campus at the
corner of Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free admission
and free parking). Details are posted on their web site
http://www.crfg-central.org/.
2. CRFG will conduct its Annual Scion Exchange
and Grafting Party at Cal Poly on Saturday, February 16,
2019, at 1:00 pm. There will be continuous grafting
demonstrations by experts, including avocado grafting,
and a huge scion exchange. Attendees are encouraged to
bring healthy and non-patented scions. There will be a
good selection of deciduous fruit tree rootstock and
selected grafting supplies available for sale. The meeting
location is the Crops Unit on campus at the corner of
Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free admission and free
parking). Several Hall members have expressed interest
in fruit tree grafting for non-apple trees. This is the
opportunity to attend and learn about the possibility of
expanding our annual Hall event. This is also a good
opportunity to select apple scions for our use at the Hall
in March.

conceptual culture clash were vivified in his
performance.
Thank you, performers and audience members, for a
special evening. Open Mic Music Night is scheduled for
the second Saturday of each month through 2019. The
next event takes place Saturday, January 12, at 7:00 pm.
Whether as performer or audience member, please join us
for this high quality, local music experience at the Hall.

Annual Cutting of the Roses and Brunch
by Dominic Gregorio
Historic Mission San Antonio de Padua, established
in 1771, will be hosting its Annual Cutting of the Roses
and Brunch on Sunday, January 27, 2019. Attend, and
take home a treasure from the Mission’s beautiful
Padres’ Garden.
The Annual Cutting of the Roses is a historic event
that allows visitors, for a donation, the opportunity to
receive rose cuttings from the Mission for their own
personal gardens. A delicious brunch will be served
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, including enchiladas, eggs,
rice, beans, coffee, and juice. Meal tickets are $10/person.
Assorted desserts, homemade pies, wine, and
champagne mimosas will also be available for an
additional cost.
Come experience the Mission Gift Shop, full of
original arts and crafts by local artists. Visit with many
of the artists who have consigned their unique items for
sale in our Gift Shop. A tour of
the Mission will be offered at
11:00 am. Check in at the Mission
gift shop to purchase tour tickets
($6.00/adult, $4.00/senior, and
$4.00/child).
For those of you interested in
attending
services
at
the
Mission’s 205 year old Great
Church, Mass begins at 9:00 am.
The Annual Cutting of the
Roses is an important fundraiser
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organize our approach to the Hall class in March. CRFG
always welcomes volunteers to assist in their school
education and community orchard projects, so consider
helping them by volunteering some of your time. Their
web site is http://www.crfg-central.org/ or feel free to call
Marv and Pet Daniels at (805) 773-9311.
This newsletter will have an update in February and
again in March on these activities.

Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor
Fishing in January is a dance with the whims of the
weather fortunes. The days are starting to get longer,
warmer weather is coming, and the pieces of the angling
puzzle will continue to shift. The fish's environment has
been subjected to the cumulative chilling effect of the
coldest season of the year. As a cold water creature, our
quarry’s metabolism and body temperature are
regulated by the surrounding environment. Cold water
temperatures take the activity level, feeding frequency,
and propensity to respond to the stimulus of feeding
opportunity down several notches.
The forage base of shad minnows, crawdads, and
miscellaneous small fish and insects are slowed by the
same dynamic that they share with the predatory game
fish. In chilly water, the fish will still feed and react to
feeding opportunities and to your lures. They are less
likely to move very far or very quickly. Consider that
their normal food supply is not moving very far or very
quickly either.
A much smaller strike zone and less frequent
feeding activity of the game fish challenge the catching
part of the fishing equation, but with this challenge
comes the benefit of a more stationary and predictable
target. Choosing lures that can be fished slowly and
deliberately gives the winter angler the opportunity to
match the predator's expectation of minimal movement
from their feed. Winter condition lures that can fit this
scenario include jigs, soft plastic worms, or soft plastic
assorted creatures, as well as vertically jigged metal
lures such as Kastmaster or Hopkins "jigging spoons."

3. If you would like to attend the February CRFG
event and/or the March Hall event, and have existing
fruit trees, follow the following instructions to collect
scions:
a. Cut pencil sized scions from this year’s
growth in January or February (when leaves have all
fallen off and before buds are popping out).
b. Choose buds close together to have the best
growth potential.
c. Cut to length (8” – 12“). Store by wrapping in
damp paper towel or newspaper, place in zip lock
bag, label each cutting, and then place in refrigerator
(do not freeze).
d. Bring your scions to the February class at Cal
Poly and/or to the Hall on March 15.
If you would like to attend the Cal Poly class on
February 16 as part of the Hesperia Hall contingent,
please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 for car pool
arrangements. We hope to use this class to collectively
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tear at when the music stops. It is a tradition that we
have carried on that harkens back to our early Christmas
days at the Hesperia Hall potlucks in the mid- to late
1990s when Jo Geary would do that with everyone.
Looking ahead, we are taking eleven middle
schoolers and seven high schoolers to Hume Lake in late
January and late February. It should be a special time. If
you would like to donate to help that trip out, you can
send a check to True Life Christian Fellowship with
"Youth Group" in the memo line to P.O. Box 479,
Lockwood, CA 93932.
Please call us with any questions about the group. It
is open to all youth, grades 6–12. Thanks again for all of
your support.

Lures in this category mimic the action of the shad or
minnows that are distressed by the cold water, thus
rendering the fish vulnerable, easy targets for the
opportunistic predator.
Current from running water can draw fish to
shallow zones. Warm rainstorms that get nicknames like
"Pineapple Express" can bring enough warmth to wake
up some of the fish. Slower moving reaction bait lures
that produce a throbbing wobble that fish can feel will
sometimes draw strikes when weather adds some extra
color or reduces water clarity. Large blade spinner baits
and big-lipped crank baits can be worth a try when the
pieces of the puzzle fit. When visibility is diminished,
fish may move to the definable edges of shoreline or
structure to feel their way around their environment.
Persistence and repeated casts can give the fish a chance
to zero in on your offering.
So if you have the urge to get out on the water, give
this a try and adapt to the moment.
Tight lines!

The Puzzler
When you have three you have three. When you
have two you have two, but when you have only one,
you have none. What can I be talking about?
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
About 24 pieces of cut and split firewood fill my
wheelbarrow. 7 loads are required to make a lift. The
finished pile has 12 lifts. Good work from Don U., John
K., Rich L., Ed B., and first timer Ron Peverini.
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler,
email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler
at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved
with the production of this newsletter, we will
acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt
We hope that you had a joyous Christmas filled with
the love of your Creator for you, and the joy that is the
first Christmas gift of God's Son given for us!
The True Life Youth Group had a wonderful first
semester, and we are looking ahead to an equally
wonderful one coming up. Thank you to everyone who
cooked meals for the group, allowing us to serve a
dinner at almost every one of our meetings. If you
would be willing to cook a meal this semester, or have
questions about what that involves (the meal doesn't
have to be fancy), please call us at (805) 472-9325.
As we type this, we are preparing for our youth
group Christmas party, and we have made the Hesperia
Hall tradition of the passing-a-present game proud this
year. We have a giant present filled with different gifts
for the participants that they will get to pass around and

NOTE TO ADVERTISERS: All advertisers are
reminded that they need to renew payments for placing
their ads in News from the Hall. Ad payments of $100 are
for placing ads to appear in eleven issues of this
newsletter. Submit payment and business card or text to
Hesperia Hall Foundation, c/o Tammy Allen, 51602
Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426.
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51602 Hesperia Hall Road
Bradley, CA 93426
www.hesperiahall.org

January Calendar Highlights
1

Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
2
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
6
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
8
Yoga 6pm
11
Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
12
Open Mic at the Hall 7pm
13
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
15
Yoga 6pm
16
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
SMCRC at St. Luke’s 5:30pm
18
Potluck 7pm
20
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
22
Yoga 6pm
25
Christmas Day
27
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
Cutting of the Roses, Mission San
Antonio 10am
29
Yoga 6pm
Feb 3 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
5
Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
6
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
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2019 HESPERIA HALL OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary– Collin Riley
Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon
Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon
Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
ANNUAL HALL MEMBERSHIP - $20/HOUSEHOLD, PAYABLE TO HESPERIA HALL
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley CA 93426. Membership supports a local
community organization.
ADVERTISING IN News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA
93426.
SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT THE HALL Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.
SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara
Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views
expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members.
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

