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Another local hero is long-time Board member and
Hall Historian, Janice Smith-Ramseier. When asked
about how the Hall’s tax-exempt status was achieved,
she quickly wired “Highlights of Hesperia Hall
History.” The Hall, built in 1880, evolved to its latest
form as an offshoot when the Monterey County Farm
Bureau divested itself from “small, outlying Centers.”
There was special thanks given in this overview for the
“tireless efforts and support” of Jay and Ann Brown as
they processed our 501(c)(3) status in 2001. This move,
among other advantages, makes donations deductible.
Bill and Becky Dayton, Bill Barker, and several others
notably added their efforts. Allow us to offer our thanks
to them all fifteen-plus years later.
Praise by many for her efforts to secure both Hall
structure and identity goes out big-time to Jo Geary.
Early on and for years, she served as President,
gathering a Board and working with great effort creating
events and finding recruits to make them happen.
Special thanks, Jo.
I look forward to serving as your president for 2017.
Any suggestions, comments, or advice you can share
with me or any member of the Board will be much
appreciated. Your memberships and participation
provide our community an identity and encouragement.
Hope to see you joining the firemen for burn permits
at our next potluck. Let’s acknowledge them with some
historical fire photos. I’ll bring some.

by Fred Kenyon
Collin Riley’s monthly column of
thank you(s) culminating in the
December issue of News from the Hall
reminded us it was high time to do
likewise for his leadership over the last four years. Busy
as most and busier than many, he still made multiple
contributions on our behalf. The Board and, we’re sure,
the general membership thank you, Colin.
‘Tis the Season, yes. Thanksgiving’s tasty treats
began our waist-expanding trip towards a Christmas
gathering hosted and decorated by the Riley family that
featured a surprise visit from Santa. Beth Winters, Hall
Secretary, doesn’t appear in our group Board photo.
Why? She was out searching for Santa. Thanks, Beth,
and thanks, Chris LaShelle, the escort by Bradley’s CAL
Fire firemen, and thanks also to the many others who
have served this essential character.
These celebrations are to be followed by a special
New Year’s Eve presentation, a musical performance
sponsored by Bob Attiah, Mike Rosell, and friends. We
are very fortunate to have a friend heading a company
producing such astounding albums as those of Yarlung
Records. Absolutely world-class entertainment will be
arriving this year in the form of jazz pianists, one, Yuko
Mabuchia, coming all the way from Japan. She is to be
accompanied by a second, Billy Mitchell. Both dropped
in on their way to make a recording with Bob in Los
Angeles. Many thanks to Bob for sounding a great start
to our year.
Our community provides a host of people deserving
special praise for their efforts. Let’s continue by briefly
noting two primary figures behind this honestly unique
publication. Every month the Hall newsletter has to be
proofed, designed, and formatted by its co-editors. To
say on all our behalf that they are “Angels-for-all-ourSeasons” is easy; their work is not. Barbara Walters and
Joanne Norlin have gathered and worked together since
February of 2009. And 108 issues later they are still the
organizing force, bringing us timely community
reflections provided by their many devoted writers.
Thank you, Barbara, and thank you, Joanne.

The first potluck of 2017 begins at 7:00 pm on Friday,
January 20, and will be hosted by SMCERTA. Cal Fire
representatives will again be on hand from 6:30 to
issue burn permits. Bring a dish to share and kick off a
new year by joining friends and neighbors at the Hall.

Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee would like to thank Bill
and Jane Munger for their generous annual donation
and also for their thoughtful donation in memory of
their friend Michael Ramirez. We would also like to
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and as we get closer to New Year's Eve, we have been
eagerly anticipating this annual concert in Hesperia Hall.
Bob Attiyeh emailed recently to reveal what he and
Yarlung Records might have up their collective sleeves.
Bob says he is planning a recording with the Yuko
Mabuchi Trio in the spring. This is a jazz piano trio, and
they will record again in USC’s Cammilleri Hall where
Yarlung produced their first jazz albums. Yuko knows
we don't have a Steinway concert grand in Hesperia
Hall, so, in the spirit of our concert, she is going to bring
an electric keyboard with her.
Also spending the holiday with Bob and Mike Rosell
will be Yarlung special advisor Billy Mitchell, a wellknown jazz pianist, who will support Yuko with a few
tunes as well. The Gilberts, whom we know from past
concerts, will also be here, and we may get to hear
Adam improvising, too. We'll see what they cook up.
In the meantime, we are looking forward to an
extraordinary evening, and we hope to see you at
Hesperia Hall at 7:00 pm New Year's Eve.
This free concert is open to all, so encourage music
loving friends and family to join you. There will be
potluck refreshments. Festivities begin at 7:00 pm on
Saturday, December 31, and the concert should get
underway by about 8:00 pm. Some people go home
early, but a few stay until midnight to bring in the New
Year properly.

acknowledge a nice end of year donation from an
anonymous donor.
We were pleased with the return of scholarship
recipients past and present at the Christmas potluck and
to hear of many more students on their way home from
college to spend time over the holiday season with their
families in our wonderful community.
The Scholarship Fund was richly blessed in 2016, so
thank you to all donors that made individual
contributions and/or supported the raffle quilt. The New
Year is upon us, so students will be back to their new
semesters/quarters, and we will be working to keep up
our annual support of their endeavors. We look forward
to working with students, parents, and supporters to
continue a robust community scholarship program.
If you have any questions about the scholarship
program or wish to establish a college savings account
for your children, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 4722070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Membership Renewal
If you have not yet renewed your membership to
Hesperia Hall Foundation, now is the time to do so.
Your membership supports a local community
organization, entitles you to a monthly issue of this
newsletter and to one free use of the Hall for a personal
event. A membership application/renewal form is
included in this issue.

2018 Hesperia Hall Community Calendar

Ad Cost Increase

by Janice Smith-Ramseier
Congratulations, everyone! We have completed
another successful Hesperia Hall Calendar production
year. All calendars were sold by the first week of
December. A huge Thank You to our contributing
photographers, the purchasers, and the dedicated
Calendar Committee.
We are pleading for interested Hall members to join
our committee. Two of our members are relocating.
Linda Plumb was a tremendous help; she had served as
a calendar committee member in the early years of this
project. Silas Denny has been working tirelessly as our

by Lois Lindley
The cost for advertising in News from the Hall in 2017
will be $100 for a business-card size ad per year, or $10
for a single issue. This increase in rates is due to the
increased cost of printing the newsletter. Renewals and
new ads for 2017 are due and payable January 1, 2017.

New Year’s Eve Concert
Once again this year, Hesperia Hall will be treated to a
New Year’s Eve Concert brought to us by neighbors Bob
Attiah and Mike Rosell and friends. In this holiday season,
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www.missionsanantonio.net, or call (831) 385-4478 ext.17.

designer, layout person, and computer guru for many
years. Cathy Bartley, Melissa Caster, and Janice SmithRamseier are the only remaining committee members.
We need your help!
The Calendar Committee will meet at Hesperia Hall,
January 8, 2017, at 1:00 pm. If you are interested, please
plan to attend. If you have any questions, please feel free
to call Janice Smith-Ramseier at (805) 472-2268, or Cathy
Bartley at (805) 459-2533.

Fruit Tree Pruning/Grafting
by Ed Buntz
In March, we will have some California Rare Fruit
Grower’s Organization (CRFG) members return to the
Hall
for
our
annual
fruit
tree
grafting
demonstration/class in conjunction with our potluck on
March 17, 2017. They will be providing apple rootstock,
but it is our responsibility to ensure we have sufficient
scions for our class. Here are a few items of interest to
assist us in conducting a good class at the Hall.
1. CRFG will conduct their annual orchard pruning
class at Cal Poly on Saturday, January 14, at 1:00 pm.
The meeting location is the Crops Unit on campus at the
corner of Highland and Mt. Bishop Road (free admission
and free parking). Details are posted on their web site
http://www.crfg-central.org/calendar.htm.
2. CRFG will conduct its Annual Scion Exchange
and Grafting Party at Cal Poly on Saturday, February 18,
2017, at 1:00 pm. There will be continuous grafting
demonstrations by experts, including avocado grafting,
and a huge scion exchange. Attendees are encouraged to
bring healthy and non-patented scions. There will be a
good selection of deciduous fruit tree rootstock and
selected grafting supplies available for sale. The meeting
location is the Crops Unit on campus, see item 1 above.
Several Hall members have expressed interest in
grafting fruit trees other than apple trees. This is an
opportunity to attend and learn about the possibility of
expanding our annual Hall event. This is also a good
opportunity to select apple scions for our use at the Hall
in March.
3. If you would like to attend the February CRFG
event and/or the March Hall event, and have existing
fruit trees, follow the following instructions to collect
scions:
• Cut pencil-sized scions from this year’s growth
in January or February, when leaves have all
fallen off and before buds are popping out.
• Choose buds close together to have the best

Amateur Radio Licensing Class
by Tom Foster
The recent fire events in our area have emphasized
the need for good communications, whether by cell
phone, internet, or radio. They are all valuable tools in
emergency situations.
Jack Lindley and Tom Foster would like to invite all
interested residents to our amateur radio licensing class
beginning Monday, January 9, at 6:30 pm. The classes will
meet once a week for seven weeks at the St. Luke's
Church in Jolon. The class is free, but there is a $15 testing
fee that goes to ARRL upon taking the test. The class
provides a curriculum in rules and regulations, basic
communication skills, and some technical theory related
to radio communications. Amateur radio is a valuable
tool during emergencies as well as a means for
community radio communications. Amateur radio is also
a great hobby to engage in worldwide communications.
If you have any questions, contact Tom at (831) 3855327, or Jack at (805) 472-9556.

Cutting of the Roses and Brunch
Historic Mission San Antonio de Padua will be
hosting its Annual Cutting of the Roses and Brunch on
Sunday, January 29, 2017, from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.
Attend and take home a treasure from the Mission’s
beautiful Padres’ Garden.
The Annual Cutting of the Roses is an important
fundraiser for the San Antonio Mission, located at Fort
Hunter Liggett off Jolon Road, at 1 Mission Road, Jolon,
CA 93928. For more information, visit our website at
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12 capers
Place small skillet over medium heat. Add 2-3 Tbsps. olive
oil to pan and sauté garlic for 2 minutes. Add pepper and salt
as desired. Add chopped beet greens and sauté for ~5 minutes.
Add contents of skillet and the artichokes to a food processor
and pulse several times until coarsely chopped. Add optional
white wine vinegar at this point. Lightly toast baguette slices,
then brush with olive oil. Spread artichoke mixture on bread,
garnish with a caper, and serve.

growth potential.
• Cut to length (8”–12“). Store by wrapping in
damp paper towel or newspaper, placing in zip
lock bag, labeling each cutting, and then placing
in refrigerator. Do not freeze!
• Bring your scions to the February class at Cal
Poly and/or to the Hall on March 17.
If you would like to attend the Cal Poly class on
February 18 as part of the Hesperia Hall contingent,
please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 for car pool
arrangements. We hope to use this class to collectively
organize our approach to the Hall class in March.
CRFG always welcomes volunteers to assist in their
school education and community orchard projects, so
consider helping them by volunteering some of your
time. Their web site is http://www.crfg-central.org/, or feel
free to call Marv and Pet Daniels at (805) 773-9311.
The newsletter will have an update in February and
again in March on these activities.

Medicinal Plants and Herbs A – Z: Chestnuts
by Esthela Comstock
Chestnuts are lower in fat than similar nuts such as
pecans and walnuts. There are a number of important
health benefits to chestnuts, including their ability to
improve the digestive system and boost the immune and
nervous systems. Chestnuts help to strengthen bones,
lower blood pressure, protect cardiovascular health,
increase alertness, and prevent chronic illness.
Chestnuts have high fiber content. Dietary fiber
comes in the form of soluble and insoluble. Soluble gets
absorbed in water and forms a gel-like consistency in the
intestines. This type helps reduce cholesterol and
stabilizes blood-sugar levels. Insoluble fiber creates bulk
in the stool and helps it pass through the system quickly,
reducing the risk for constipation. A 3-ounce serving of
roasted chestnuts contains 4 grams of fiber. Nuts have
predominately insoluble fiber.
Chestnuts contain 22 percent of the recommended
daily value of copper per 3-ounce serving. Copper is
extremely important in the process by which the body
absorbs iron, a mineral that enhances bone strength, and
helps with red blood cell formation and nerve function.
Furthermore, the potassium found in chestnuts can
increase blood flow to the brain and promote good
nervous system health, increasing retention and
memory.
The fat-soluble B vitamins help produce red blood
cells, break down protein, carbs, and fats for energy,
promote healthy skin, and enhance brain function.
Chestnuts have a generous blend of B vitamins in

Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell
Beets are a delicious and colorful addition to any
cool weather vegetable garden. To avoid bolting, start
them in fall or early spring, well before the hot weather
commences. The roots are sweet and earthy and can be
used in many ways, such as for roasted beets, in borscht,
and pickled for use in salads. Do not discard the greens
as they have a wonderful mild flavor similar to spinach.
They can be steamed with butter, paired with ricotta
cheese for stuffed pasta, and added to soup. Also, add
the small leaves to your salad. The following beet green
recipe is one of my favorites.
Beet Greens and Artichoke Bruschetta
1 ½ cups marinated artichoke hearts
¾ cup steamed and chopped beet greens
3 cloves garlic chopped
1/3 cup olive oil
1 Tbsp. white wine vinegar (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste
12 baguette slices
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enveloped in shreds of stark white fog. Taken to flight
and an unknown destination, white clouds of coyote
bush seeds are dispersed by playful gusts of wind.
We are grateful for these patterns of life, stirring our
senses as they unfold and adapt through the winter
season.

moderately high amounts. A 3-ounce serving contains 21
percent of the recommended daily value of B-6, 14
percent of thiamine, and 9 percent of riboflavin. Eat
roasted chestnuts as appetizers with a leafy green salad
and lean meat for a vitamin B-packed meal.
Many people suffer from tree nut allergies of
different severity, so be cautious when adding a new nut
to your diet. Speak with your doctor or an allergist
before switching to a different diet.

Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor
Fishing in January is a dance with the whims of the
weather fortunes. The days are starting to get longer,
warmer weather is coming, and the pieces of the angling
puzzle will continue to shift. The fish's environment has
been subjected to the cumulative chilling effects of the
coldest season of the year. As cold-water creatures, our
quarry’s metabolism and body temperature are
regulated by the surrounding environment. Cold water
temperatures take the activity level, feeding frequency,
and propensity to respond to the stimulus of feeding
opportunity down several notches.
The forage base of shad minnows, crawdads, and
miscellaneous small fish and insects is slowed by the
same dynamic that they share with the predatory game
fish. In chilly water, the fish will still feed and react to
feeding opportunities and to your lures, but they are less
likely to move very far or very quickly. Consider that
their normal food supply is not moving very far or very
quickly either. A much smaller strike zone and less
frequent feeding activity of the game fish challenge the
catching part of the fishing equation, but with this
challenge comes the benefit of a more stationary and
predictable target. Choosing lures that can be fished
slowly and deliberately gives the winter angler the
opportunity to match the predator's expectation of
minimal movement from their feed.
Winter condition lures that can fit this scenario
include jigs, soft plastic worms, or soft plastic assorted
creatures, as well as vertically jigged metal lures such as
Kastmaster or Hopkins "jigging spoons.” Lures in this
category mimic the action of the shad or minnows that
are distressed by the cold water, thus rendering them

Window on the Wild
by Craig Caster
Where does the
red grass grow?
Over young green carpet
winter's breath creeps low
Frost white teeth
leaves red to show
This color of a scream
paints a wintery scene
Tis where
the red grass grows
Not only does the frost paint young grass and small
plants red, it stirs the growth of soap root, wild onion,
and other bulbs beneath the ground. The pendulum of
winter often swings from cold frosty nights to warmer
life-giving rains.
When mist is swirled in the wind and illuminated by
sunlight, it becomes luminous and alive. Spider webs
become jeweled tapestries and long needles of pine
become efficient collectors, forming large drops of
diamond-like water at their tips.
Moisture brings the wild world alive. Delicate,
silvery white lichen decorates the dark dead wood of
chemise like new fallen snow. Fragile white lanterns of
manzanita blossoms have formed, then dotted the
ground like hail as the berries begin to form.
Between the rains, clouds part and short days of
sunlight bring warmth to the hills. Valleys are
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vulnerable, easy targets for
the opportunistic predator.
Current from running
water can draw fish to
shallow
zones.
Warm
rainstorms
that
get
nicknames like Pineapple
Express can bring enough
warmth to wake up some
of the fish. Slower moving
reaction bait lures that
produce
a
throbbing
wobble that fish can feel
will
sometimes
draw
strikes when weather adds some extra color or reduces
water clarity. Large blade spinner baits and big-lipped
crank baits can be worth a try when the pieces of the
puzzle fit. When visibility is diminished, fish may move
to the definable edges of shoreline or structure to feel
their way around their environment. Persistence and
repeated casts can give the fish a chance to zero in on
your offering. So if you have the urge to get out on the
water, give this a try and adapt to the moment.
Updates from our local lakes:
Nacimiento launching from the main ramp is good.
Lake level is 23%. Fred Kenyon reports from upstream
that the river has begun to flow.
Lake Lopez and Lake Santa Margarita are both at
low levels, with hand launching from shoreline or beach

depending upon weather conditions. If it is too muddy,
they close the area. If you plan to give it a try, call first.
Decisions will be on a day-to-day basis. Be prepared to
pass the quagga mussel inspection for any type of
watercraft. Trout plants have been suspended until the
big truck can get to the water. Bass and pan fish are still
keeping anglers busy. Both parks are offering a $5.00
discount on Tuesdays through the winter. Lopez: (805)
788-2386. Santa Margarita: (805) 788-2401
If Santa didn't bring you a fishing license, get one in
case of an emergency.
Tight lines!

San Antonio School
HONOR ROLL, First Trimester, 2016-2017 School Year
Penny Riley
7th Grade
Josh Riley
8th Grade

The Puzzler
Start with a round clock face and draw two lines
across it to divide the face into four regions if the lines
intersect, or only three regions if the lines don’t intersect.
The question is: Where do you draw the lines so that
the sum of the numbers in each section is equal?
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Dori S. says the missing number is 3 because that is
the number of small dashes that are used to make up the
digital number 7 on a clock or calculator. The sequence
represents the number of dashes needed for 1 through 9
and 0. The Puzzler agrees.
The usual suspects must have been in hiding on this
one. Here is a chance for some extra credit. What digital
times require the least/most dashes?
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler,
email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler
at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved
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down the hill.
Our first youth night of December saw twenty-three
members attending, plus lots of adults. We are looking
forward to our Christmas party the weekend before
Christmas and expect to have a lot of fun (to include
keeping Hesperia Hall’s "Pass the Present" game alive),
and to be able to take some time reflecting on the joyous
good news that is Christ's birth.
As you read this, we will likely be at Hume Lake
with the high schoolers. We are taking fifteen this year.
In February we'll be taking nine middle schoolers to
Hume. Thanks to all of you who have helped make this
possible with donations, prayers, cooking meals for us,
and encouragement. It is truly appreciated, and the
work you are investing in is eternal.

with the production of this newsletter, we will
acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer.

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt
Happy New Year! We hope you had a joyous
Christmas. At the time of writing this, so far December
has been very special for the True Life Youth Group. We
started to build our box sleds for Hume Lake one
Sunday early in the month, complete with pizza lunch.
They look like they will be amazing. The high schoolers
are making a pirate ship and the middle schoolers a
dragon. It is incredible what can be done with only
cardboard and duct tape. We look forward to seeing our
teams defend a title, try for more, and take their sleds

Dues are Due!
Your Hall membership expired on December 31st. For your convenience, there is a renewal/application form below. Please
indicate how you would prefer to receive your newsletter.

Hesperia Hall Membership Form
Checks ($20 per household) payable to Hesperia Hall
Mail to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426
Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email address ______________________________________________ Phone _________________________________________
I prefer my newsletter (please check one): mailed to my physical address __________ OR emailed to me __________
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January Calendar Highlights
1

New Year’s Day
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
3
Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm
4
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
8
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
10
Yoga 6pm
13
Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
15
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
17
Yoga 6pm
SMCERTA at the Hall 7:15pm
18
Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
20
Potluck 7pm
22
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
24
Yoga 6pm
29
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
Cutting of the Roses at Mission San
Antonio 10am – 1pm
31
Yoga 6pm
Feb 1 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm
5
Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm
7
Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm

2017 HESPERIA HALL OFFICERS/DIRECTORS
President – Fred Kenyon
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary– Beth Winters
Treasurer – Lois Lindley
Directors – Tammy Allen, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, CollinRiley
Membership – Beth Winters
Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon
Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters
ANNUAL HALL MEMBERSHIP - $20/HOUSEHOLD, PAYABLE TO HESPERIA HALL
Send to Beth Winters, 76473 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley CA 93426. Membership supports
a local community organization.
ADVERTISING IN News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit
payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA 93426.
SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT THE HALL Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.
SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara
Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426
News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views
expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members.
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.
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