
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

Two items of note from our November 
Board Meeting: We approved the purchase 
of computer mice, two-colors for ease 
of use, for the youngest students at San 
Lucas School. We’ll have an article and demo photo once 
they arrive. Additionally, we began the process to purchase 
a defibrillator for the Hall, using the financial offset of a 
grant from CHOMP, Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula. That also merits a full article in an upcoming 
issue, no demo photo, however. This is a situation where 
you hope your purchase is never used, but it’s good to have 
it on hand if needed.

I know you’ve all been waiting to hear the new Board 
lineup for 2021. We had a record turnout for a Produce 
Exchange on Sunday, November 15, that doubled as a 
General Membership Meeting, all safety protocols observed.

President, Ed Buntz
Vice-President, Bryan Cogdell
Secretary, Collin Riley
Treasurer, Candi McGregor
Directors: Delfina Pineda
 Jean Thompson, Cheryl  

 Bryant Bruce
 Victoria Villegas
 Meg Hontos.

Welcome to new Board member Cheryl, and to Delfina, 
back to serve another term after taking a gap year. Rupert 
Lyle is not returning, nor am I, as reported last month. On 
behalf of the community, thank you to past, present, and 
future Board members for your willingness to give what it 
takes to keep it all happening.

As for me, it’s been a pleasure. During this holiday 
season and into the New Year, I wish you health, safety, 
kindness, and peace; most of all, I wish you well.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
is now meeting outside at the Hall on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm. Hall members 
are welcome to attend.

Hesperia Hall’s potluck dinners, ordinarily 
scheduled for the third Friday of each month, are 
suspended until further notice. Until then, do your 
part, wear your mask, and stay safe.

Bandits at the Hall: A partial assembly of Board members was present 
at the November 15th Produce Exchange/General Membership Meeting. 
Photo by Fred Kenyon

The Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

The Scholarship Committee wishes to thank an 
anonymous donor for their donation in memory of Joe 
Minney, who passed away recently. Joe and his wife Teree 
were dedicated supporters of the scholarship program, 
with large donations from Joe and enthusiastic quilt raffle 
ticket sales from Teree. We extend our condolences and best 
wishes to Teree, along with appreciation for their many 
years of Hall support.

The Scholarship Selection Committee welcomes new 
volunteers to officially join the committee in January each 
year. If you are interested or have any questions about 
the Hesperia Hall scholarship program, please contact Ed 
Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

We are nearing the end of this calendar year, so please 
remember to grab that nice tax deduction for this year by 
making out a check to Hesperia Hall with “Scholarship 
Fund” on the memo line before December 31. All nine 
of our scholarship recipients are doing well in school in 
spite of Covid restrictions and have expressed their deep 
appreciation for our community’s financial and emotional 
support of their academic endeavors in these difficult times.
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Hesperia Hall Membership Drive
by Jean Thompson

It’s that time of the year to renew your Hesperia Hall 
membership dues. With the holidays coming up, don’t 
forget that membership makes a nice gift. Benefits of 
membership include use of the Hall for one event per year, 
not to mention a $20.00 per year discount for AirMedCare 
helicopter ambulance service. Activities include the Home 
Bureau for those who sew, or, if photography is your thing, 
the Hall calendar. We also have plant grafting classes, 

In Loving Memory of Jean Lewey
by Michael Pineda

Jean Lewey was a friendly neighbor who, without 
a doubt, will be missed. Whenever my family or 
I would drive up or down Smith Road passing her 
house, we would try to find her. She would either 
be at her barn, in front of her house, out feeding her 
cows, or inside. If we saw her, we would put down 
our window and scream “JEAN!” and share waves 
until we couldn’t see each other anymore.

Jean taught my sisters and me numerous things 
when we were growing up. She helped us learn to 
drive trucks, tractors, and even let us take her golf 
cart out for a spin. Jean always cared about us, and 
I know she helped us just as much we helped her. I 
know she wasn’t just a neighbor down the road for 
me; she was more than that. She was our family who 
we would invite over for Christmas, Thanksgiving, 
and even bring her to potlucks. I know she’s going to 
be there with us again, no matter where we will be. 
She will be up there, looking at us grow up just like 
she’s been doing, helping us, guiding us, and making 
sure we’re doing the right thing. We will not forget 
the generosity, compassion, and willingness to work 
Jean had.

We love and miss you, Jean.
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The Angelina Fund is Moving
by Beth Winters

After ten years under 
the tax exempt status of 
the Hall, and after putting 
274 cats and 24 dogs out of 
the reproductive business, 
the Angelina Fund is 
moving to the San Antonio 
Community Betterment 
Association, aka Lockwood 
Community Center. 

There it will join forces 
with the Lockwood Cat 
Fund and together become 
the San Antonio Valley 
Cat Fund. The blended 
organizations, nicknamed 
SAVCATS, will provide 
trapping equipment and 
pay for spay/neuter/rabies for stray and feral cats. Dogs are 
not included in this program as the cost is prohibitive, but 
there are other options. The SNIP Bus Mobile Clinics for 
spay/neuter provides clinics in South County locations at a 
reduced cost. Appointments can be made at (925) 788-1763.

For inquiries regarding SAVCATS services, to volunteer, 
or to donate, please call (805) 472-2095 or text to (831) 235-
7555; no phone calls, please.

The volunteers for the Angelina Fund thank you for your 
past intervention and cooperation on behalf of these animals.

Angelina herself, beloved 
namesake of Angelina Fund.
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News from the Calendar Committee 
by Jean Thompson

Here ye, here ye! The 2021 Bryson-Hesperia calendars 
are here. They will be on sale at the Sunday Produce 
Exchange. Calendars make great gifts for out-of-town family 
and friends. So come and get them before they’re gone.

Hesperia Hall Membership Application
Make checks ($20) per family payable to Hesperia Hall, put Membership on memo line and  
send to: Hesperia Hall Foundation Treasurer, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 93426.

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Indicate one preference of choices below:
Receive Newsletter at above mailing address __________
Receive Newsletter at listed mailing address different from above: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Receive Newsletter via email __________
Read Newsletter on line at http://hesperiahall.org/ __________

potlucks, and a host of other activities. Go to hesperiahall.
org for a schedule of activities. Annual dues are $20 per 
household. Membership is on a calendar year basis, January 
1 through December 31.

Checks should be made out to Hesperia Hall and 
mailed to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, 
Bradley, CA. 93426. Please be sure to put “Membership 
Dues” on the memo line. Also, you can go to hesperiahall.
com to download the membership form, or you can get one 
at the Produce Exchange or any other event at the Hall. For 
your convenience, a membership form is included in this 
newsletter.

If you have any other questions, feel free to email the 
Membership Committee at hesperiahall.com.

We’ll see you at the Hall.
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Portrait of Home: Rupert Lyle
by Beth Winters

Rupert Lyle, longtime resident of our community and 
Board member, writes a News from the Hall column titled 
Portrait of Home. It gives a glimpse into the personal life 
of activists in the community. As Rupert is leaving the Hall 
Board of Directors after eleven years of service, News from 
the Hall is turning the tables and interviewing him.

News: Tell us a bit about your family, where and how 
you grew up?

Rupert: The youngest of three children, I was born in 
Singapore,where my father worked in the British Foreign 
Service. He died when I was two, and we moved back to 
England. I grew up on an island off the South Coast. When 
I was eight years old, I began attending Boarding School on 
the mainland. By the time I graduated high school, I felt the 
pull of life outside the classroom, so, instead of continuing 
directly on to higher education, I took a gap year.

That turned into a gap decade as I traveled the world 
in a self-built, engineless, twenty-four foot sailboat, using 
only a sextant and paper charts for navigation. I met my 
wife, Judy, in Vanuatu, a Melanisian Island group in the 
southwest Pacific. She was on a similar journey by boat, 
and we arranged to meet up in California and eventually 
went on to England. We married, and I enrolled at the 
Southhampton Institute of Technology, receiving a degree 
in Naval Architecture. My finals thesis was, in part, the 
design of our boat, Khaya, which we subsequently built. 
Khaya launched in 1988 and became our full-time home for 
the next sixteen years while we sailed around the world.  

News:  What brought you to Bryson-Hesperia, and 
when?

Rupert:  We always intended to buy a place in California, 
as Judy was born and raised here. Morro Bay was a favorite 
destination with its harbor, and it defined the area for 
our search. We bought our property in 1997, and shortly 
thereafter returned to Khaya, moored on the East Coast, 
to work for three years. After that, we sailed to France to 
live for a year to work on our house in Brittany, and we 
finally sailed back to the US in 2002 through the Panama 
Canal, Galapagos, French Polynesia, Hawaii, to Morro Bay. 

We began building our 
off-the-grid house and 
started our design/build 
company, Lyle Design, 
in the fall of 2002.

News: When and 
why did you decide 
to be on the Board of 
Directors for the Hall?

Rupert: I appreciate 
the uniqueness of our 
community and the 
Hall as its center. I value 
the activities that take 
place there and the 
relationships we enjoy 
because of its existence. I believe that without the Hall, the 
community would disappear. I wanted to be part of making 
it last. Consequently, I ran for the Board in 2010, and I just 
completed my eleventh year.

News:  What would you like to see the new Board 
accomplish?

Rupert: Preserving the Hall’s physical structure is 
very dear to my heart and my architectural sensibilities. 
I would like to see the Hall re-sided, preferably with the 
same redwood planks and designs that the wood has now. 
I believe that in the past three years we have seen a shift 
from strong denial to an acceptance that the Hall needs to 
be preserved. This can be accomplished if we are thoughtful 
about the process.

News: And finally, what will you do with all the time 
you won’t be spending on being a Board member?

Rupert: For the past few years we have spent six months 
in Bryson and six months in the South Pacific, sailing on 
Khaya. Normally we would have left Bryson in April, but 
of course, we are Covid restricted. We are diligently and 
not so patiently navigating the process that will allow us to 
return to Tahiti and to life aboard Khaya.

News: Thank you for your contributions to this 
community. We hope you will continue to write travel 
articles for News from the Hall. We also want to acknowledge 
Judy, who has shared her culinary skills with us in so many 
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Lockwood Community Thrift Store Open
As of November 

15 and 16, 2020, the 
Lockwood Community 
Thrift Store has re-
opened and is back in 
operation on Sundays 
and Mondays from 10:00 
am until 4:00 pm. Because 
of the pandemic, reason 
dictates that restrictions 
apply. Shoppers are 
required to wear masks, 
worn properly to cover 
the nose and mouth, 
and to observe social 
distancing, staying at least six feet apart. The thrift store is 
located at Lockwood Community Center, 65951 Lockwood 
Jolon Road. Shoppers in search of unexpected treasure or 
just lucky finds are encouraged to drop by and browse.

ways. In pre-Covid years she would prepare the turkeys for 
our Thanksgiving potlucks. Her home-baked bread was a 
highlight of the Produce Exchange, and her desserts for the 
Country Kitchen, wildly popular.

We wish you the very best in your life beyond Bryson. 
You will be deeply missed, and warmly welcomed when 
you return.

Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch
by Jean Thompson

All summer we have been watching Jupiter and Saturn 
dancing around each other, and this last month they started 
really getting closer together. As they near their once-in-
twenty-years great conjunction on December 21, 2020, 
they’ll be only 0.1 degrees apart. That’s just one fifth of a 
full moon diameter. Start watching them now, and you’ll 
see them draw close together. Great conjunctions occur 
regularly (every 19.6 years, on average) due to the combined 
effect of Jupiter’s approximately 11.86-year orbital period 
and Saturn’s 29.5-year orbital period. 

Jupiter and Saturn were about four degrees apart at the 
beginning of November. For reference, the width of two 
fingers at an arm’s length approximates four degrees of sky. 
Day by day, Jupiter has been moving closer and closer to 
being in line with Saturn, until Jupiter meets up with Saturn 
for a great conjunction on the December 21 solstice. The last 
time these two worlds were in conjunction was 2000, and 
after this upcoming conjunction on December 21, 2020, the 
next time won’t be until March 15, 2080.

This upcoming Jupiter-Saturn conjunction will 
showcase the closest Jupiter-Saturn conjunction since July 
16, 1623. A similarly close conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
won’t happen again until March 15, 2080. 

Things to Watch for in the Night Sky
December
 13-14 Look east for the Geminid meteors, 50+ per  

  hour
 21 Winter solstice.  Sun at southernmost point. Yo  

  Saturnalia!
 26 Moon passes in front of Taurus the Bull
 29-30  Last full moon of the decade
January
 2 Earth closest to sun 4:51 am. At its closest point,  

  Earth swings to within 91,399,451 miles of the  
  sun, in contrast to six months from now, when  
  the Earth reaches aphelion —its most distant  
  point— on July 5, 2021, at 94,510,889 miles from  
  the sun.
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Santa’s Visits to Hesperia Hall
For longer than many of us have lived in Bryson-

Hesperia, Santa Claus has visited Hesperia Hall in person 
during the December potluck dinner. December’s festive 
potluck, with the Hall richly decorated and the stage 
adorned with the traditional Christmas tree resplendent in 
lights and shining baubles, was the culmination of three 
of the most well-attended dinners of the year. It followed 
on Oktoberfest with its costumes, sausages, beer and um-
pah music, and November’s Thanksgiving feast with its 
groaning board of traditional foods.

But the Christmas potluck was special. It brought out 
all the families with kids and grandkids. Santa’s featured 
visit was no secret, of course, and anticipation always ran 
high among the younger set; never were they disappointed. 
Santa would make his entrance, resplendent in red suit and 
hearty in demeanor. One year he arrived in a fire truck! 
Among excited greetings, he made his way to the stage, 
took time to meet each youngster, and gifted each with a 
pre-Christmas wrapped package.

Santa has been able to create this memorable occasion 
thanks to the assistance of local helpers who got out the 
word and made sure each child had an appropriate gift. 
This year, Santa, mindful that the Hall has had to suspend 
the traditional potluck, wishes all his young friends a very 
merry holiday, even if he cannot greet them in the usual 
way. He reminds them that, though times are perilous, 
they can help by being diligent about wearing their masks 
if they are older than two, washing their hands, and 
following their parents’ instructions about playing with 

others. Santa, too, will be wearing his mask and taking 
precautions when he visits their homes on the night before 
Christmas. 

Santa encourages all children, young and old, to be of 
good cheer, to be kind to others, and to be assured that 
he plans to make his expected Christmas visit. Christmas 
morning will be jolly and bright as it always has been. The 
trick is to go to bed and try, try, try to sleep as their parents 
tell them to so that Santa can work his magic. 

Merry Christmas, one and all. This season of loving 
and giving applies to all of us, no matter our ages, no 
matter our traditions, no matter our differences. 

Cookies for Santa
by BW

Leaving out a plate of cookies and a little something 
for the reindeer is a Christmas Eve tradition in many 
households that include young children. Fortunately, 
Santa’s taste in cookies is as extensive as his appetite for 
them, and his preferences typically align with those of 
the household he is visiting. Since Christmas is a season 
of abundant cookie assortments, Santa’s plate of cookies is 
not a burden on the baker. 

In my household Dutch Nutmeg Cookies are always 
among the offering. The recipe appeared decades ago in 
the L.A. Times cooking section and has been a favorite 
in my family ever since. For anyone wanting to change 
up their cookie assortment, good sources of new recipes 
are the cookingnytimes.com and epicurious.com, but in this 
internet age, sources are countless.

Dutch Nutmeg Cookies
1 cup butter or margarine
¼ teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg

1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup sugar
½ cup nuts, chopped
2 cups flour, sifted
¼ cup dairy sour cream
Cream butter with soda, salt, and spices until fluffy. 

Gradually add the sugar, beating until fluffy. Stir in nuts. 
Add flour alternately with sour cream. Mix well and shape 
into a 12 x 2-inch roll. Wrap in foil, waxed paper, or plastic 
wrap. Chill several hours or overnight. Cut into 1/8-inch 
slices. Place on cookie sheets about 1½ inches apart. (If you 
use parchment paper, there’s no cleanup.)

Bake at 375º for 10-12 minutes. (Watch closely. They 
brown quickly.) Cool on wire racks.

Makes about 4 dozen cookies.
Tip 1: If you double the recipe and store the rolls of 

cookie dough in the freezer, you can keep the second roll for 
whenever a batch of cookies is needed or suits your fancy. 

Tip 2: The rolls are rather soft for handling when you 
put them in the freezer. A good fix is to use the cardboard 
core from a roll of paper towels, slice it lengthwise so it 
opens up, and put that around the cookie dough log, 
making it easier to handle. A couple of rubber bands at the 
ends makes for a tidy, compact package.
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True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Merry Christmas! What a joyous time to celebrate the 
coming of our Savior and King. We hope that this is a very 
special season for you, washed in His love and peace and 
joy!

We are very excited that we have been able to test 
different platforms for the True Life Youth Group to meet 
online and have found Zoom to be our best fit. This past 
month we began regular meetings one evening a week as 
we are able, and it has been so good to reconnect, share, 
“see” one another again, and encourage one another. If you 
would like to join in on any of our meetings, please call us 
at (805) 472-9325, or email us at truelifecf@gmail.com for a 
Zoom link. 

The True Life Youth Group is open to all youth, grades 
6–12. At the time of writing this article in mid-November, 
we are expecting to hear from Hume Lake about their 
decision/plans for any winter camps this year, and, once we 
hear, we will begin planning accordingly. Thanks to all of 
you for your prayers, encouragement, and support. These 
are certainly times new to us all.

The Puzzler
Imagine there are three hats on a table. Under one of the 

hats is a cat. Each hat has a note attached, but ONLY ONE 
of the notes is true.

 Hat 1 says, “The cat is under this hat.”
 Hat 2 says, “The cat is not under this hat.”
 Hat 3 says, “The cat is not under hat one.”
Which hat has the cat?
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
The answer to last month’s Puzzler is 24.324 x 2 = 27 x 

24. Good work by Cindy S., Ron P., Katie B., and Ed B. 
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 

it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer.

Cooking from the Garden 
by Kate Snell

Lemon season will be upon us very soon. Lemon trees 
need full sun and can tolerate only the mildest of frosts, so 
put them in a protected area. The Meyer lemon can take 
a slightly colder climate and has a delicious aroma and 
flavor. Meyer lemons adapt well to containers and can be 
moved when severe cold is anticipated. I use lemons paired 
with broccoli or asparagus over pasta, in salad dressings, 
in Middle Eastern dishes such as tabbouli and hummus, 
in lemon curd, lemon meringue pie, lemon cake, and 
numerous other desserts. Below is a recipe for a refreshing 
punch that is very popular with adults, teenagers, and with 
children at Kids Sewing.

Lemon Berry Punch
1 25 oz. bottle sparkling cider
2 Wild Berry Zinger tea bags
1 sliced lemon
3 cups ice 
Several hours before serving punch, boil one quart 

water. Pour into a jar, place 2 berry tea bags into liquid, 
and store in refrigerator. Just prior to serving, pour ice into 
large pitcher with sliced lemons, then add cold berry tea 
and sparkling cider. Stir gently and serve.

Variations: Raspberry or cherry tea bags can be 
substituted, a can of ginger ale can be used instead of cider, 
the lemon can be replaced by lime.

Adorable and Adoptable Pets
by Nicole Kemp

Lately I have been taking on a lot of feral kittens. I 
am currently fostering fourteen kittens that need homes. I 
probably have almost any color you could want by now! 
Unfortunately, even though funds like the Angelina Fund 
are around, people still go without fixing the feral cats 

around them. Every kitten season I hear of so many stray 
and feral kittens out and about, and it’s impossible to keep 
up with. I take them in when they are young, hissy, and 
scared, and I handle them until they are each adoptable. 
They then get altered, shots, and microchips, and I send 
them off to their forever homes. 

Please reach out to me if you or anyone you know is 
looking for a new little addition to the family. We also have 
barn kittens and feral mommas looking for a new property 
to hunt. Please contact me at (831) 320-6971 if you are 
interested.
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December Calendar Highlights
December
    1 Board Meeting 6pm
    2 Home Bureau (email)
 3 Lockwood Produce Exchange at Harden  
   Center 4-5:30pm
  6 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm 
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
  7 Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm  
 10 Lockwood Produce Exchange at Harden  
   Center 4-5:30pm
 13 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm 
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
  14 Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 16 Home Bureau (email)
 17 Lockwood Produce Exchange at Harden  
   Center 4-5:30pm
 20 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm 
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 21 First Day of Winter
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 24 Christmas Eve
  Lockwood Produce Exchange at Harden  
   Center 4-5:30pm
 25 Christmas Day
 27 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 28 Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 31 New Year’s Eve
  Lockwood Produce Exchange at Harden 
   Center 4-5:30pm
January
 1 New Year’s Day 
 3 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 4 Lockwood Comm. Thrift Store 10am-4pm
 5 Board Meeting 6pm
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2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters; president@hesperiahall.com
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Candice McGregor
Directors – Bryan Cogdell , Margaret Hontos, Rupert Lyle , Jean Thompson, Victoria Villegas
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to: 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. 
Submit payment and business card or text to Candi McGregor, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, 
Bradley, CA 93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.


