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News from the Board

by Beth Winters
It’s been a challenging year for the
Hall, at least from where I’m sitting, but I
signed up for another stint and many of the
other Directors did as well. Tammy Allen
has stepped down as treasurer and Candi
McGregor, stepped up. Kudos to both of them for their
willingness. Tammy took us through some challenging
times with grace, diligence, and good humor. We will miss
her, but she has offered to ease Candi through the transition,
so she’s not going away.
Directors Charles Ewing and Delfina Pineda are retiring,
to be replaced by Jean Thompson and Bryan Cogdell. Delfina
has been a leader at the Hall for years, handling the auction
at the Chicken Barbecue and hosting the annual Cinco de
Mayo Potluck, along with her family. She promises to stay
involved, without being a Director. We are fine with that!
Charles has been a key figure in the Open Mic Music Night
and will no doubt be a part of things to come.
Thanks to all the above and returning officers, Ed Buntz,
Vice-President, and Collin Riley, Secretary. Together with
returning directors Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, and Victoria
Villegas, we form a team that is dedicated to nurturing and
growing the precious gift we have of community and to the
place where we gather to celebrate this gift.
Years ago, while interviewing me for his column
Portraits of Home, Rupert asked if I like to garden. No, I
replied, just not my thing. He moved on for a while, but
then circled back. “What are your interests? Do you like to
garden?” This time I delivered a more thoughtful answer.
“No, but I like to go to the Hall’s Produce Exchange.”
I don’t belong to a book club, but my neighbors do, and
I enjoy the kibitzing with them about what they are reading.
I don’t quilt, but I like to look at the handiwork of those
who do. One time I ironed open some seams, and have been
included in the Hall’s Quilt Show program ever since.
I don’t raise chickens, bake bread, or shop at Costco,
but I reap the benefits of those in my neighborhood that do.
Do you see where I’m going with this? I have many,
many gaps, but am fortunate to live in a community that
covers them. Thanks for having my back. I hope you all
have the best holiday ever and end the season at zero sum
weight gain, completely free of stress and debt too.

Membership Meeting and Thanksgiving Potluck: By the time a
quorum was declared and balloting for the 2020 Board of Directors
of the Hesperia Hall Foundation took place at the November
Thanksgiving Potluck, the Hall’s tables were accommodating
a satisfied postprandial crowd. Two roast turkeys and a host of
savory sides and sweets had produced in the gathered company a
contented communality. Thanks to all for a fine feast. Photos by
Jessica Riley
The Christmas potluck, hosted again this year by the
Riley family, takes place at Hesperia Hall on Friday,
December 20, beginning at 7:00 pm. Santa will be
making his customary pre-Christmas appearance to
visit with his young friends, so bring a dish to share
and join the merriment.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.
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Scholarship Report

by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee is pleased with the
enthusiasm for Scholarship Raffle Quilt tickets in the short
time they have been available. The winning ticket will
be drawn on October 25, 2020, so this affords us a great
opportunity to set a record for one quilt. As is our custom,
all materials and labor to construct the quilt are donated, as
are the tickets, so every dollar raised is used for scholarship
awards. We also extend appreciation to Charles Ewing
and Liz Cecchi for providing delicious pears, apples, and
pomegranates at a recent Produce Exchange with all the
money donated to the Scholarship Fund.
The Scholarship Selection Committee welcomes new
volunteers to officially join the committee in January each
year. If you are interested or have any questions about
the Hesperia Hall scholarship program, please contact Ed
Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.
All eight of our scholarship recipients are doing well in
school, and have expressed their deep appreciation for
our community’s financial and emotional support of their
academic endeavors.
Also, we are nearing the end of this calendar year, so
please remember to grab that nice tax deduction for this year
by making out a check to Hesperia Hall with “Scholarship
Fund” on the memo line before December 31.

Help Minimize Waste at the Hall

Without regular trash pickup, Hesperia Hall musts be
rigorous about recycling and otherwise handling waste.
Consequently, many regular potluck guests bring their own
plates and flatware, which they take home for cleaning.
They know that the Hall has limited water for washing
up and limited capacity for handling the substantial waste
generated by paper napkins and serveware. With this in
mind, the Board and other Hall members, while happy
to accommodate all guests, greatly appreciate those who
bring their own plates and flatware. Thank you for helping
us minimize waste while continuing our traditions of
hospitality and community.
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Santa’s Visit

As we have come to expect each year, Santa will be
dropping in to the Hesperia Hall potluck on December 20.
He likes to touch bases with young people in attendance
with an emphasis on those young enough not to know quite
what to expect and those who might be becoming a bit
dubious about the whole Christmas situation. Mrs. Santa,
who is orchestrating the pre-Christmas morning gifts at the
Hall this year, needs to know names and numbers of young
guests for whom Santa would like to have a little something
when he visits.
Santa’s designated helper this year is Jessica Riley.
Please let her know how many children you may be bringing
and their ages. You can reach Jessica at (805) 610-5906 or by
email at Jessica.devoe@gmail.com. Santa needs to know.

Loss of Local Recycling

by Paula Getzelman
The large green bin that
resided on the grounds of the
San Antonio School has been
removed and will no longer
be available for local residents
to deposit their plastics, glass, cardboard, and paper
for recycling. According to the school’s administration,
several factors resulted in its removal. A few community
members continually dumped their regular garbage in the
recycling container, causing Waste Management Company
to threaten the school with fines. In addition, some users
didn’t observe campus speed limits, creating a safety issue
for students and staff.
Because reminders, both in person and via social media,
were ignored, the administration decided that, from both a
financial and student safety perspective, it was necessary
to remove the bin from the school grounds. Several other
community locations were approached to take over this
recycling opportunity, but all declined.
The closest recycling drop off point remains the Jolon
Transfer Station, a few miles outside of King City on Jolon
Road.
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The Dutton and Tidball Cleanup

by Patricia Woodfill, and Sue Watson, past SAVHA president.
In 1968 in Jolon, California,
Rachel Gillett and Catherine
Frudden started the San
Antonio
Valley
Historical
Association (SAVHA) to save
the Dutton Hotel and other
historic buildings in the valley.
In spite of all the efforts of early
Association members, the old
Dutton building was unable to
endure the erosion of time and
government red tape. In 1976,
what was left of the building
was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places, a
Shown left to right are Carol Kenyon, Paul Getzelman, Beth Winters, and Myong Buttereit. Photo
protective roof was erected over
by Brett Fulgoni, County Park Staff
the ruin, and an interpretative
sign was put up. The site was turned over to the County of
Tidball, and SAVHA is working on a project for new fencing
Monterey and left to again endure the ravages of time and
in front of the building.
government red tape.
In March of 2019, Beth Winters, Vice President of
In May of 2012, SAVHA Board members, Monterey
Southern Monterey County Rural Coalition (SMCRC),
County Supervisor at the time Simon Salinas, SMCRC under
spearheaded a project to clean up all the wood that had
Paul Getzelman, and Monterey County Parks Department
fallen down from the roof that had been put up to protect
toured what remained of the town of Jolon, which includes
the Dutton Hotel. Volunteers from SMCRC, SAVHA,
the Dutton Hotel ruins, the Tidball Store, and St. Luke’s
Nacitone, and employees of Monterey County Parks
Episcopal Church, in hopes of raising awareness of the
spent a day cleaning up wood and debris from around
historic buildings and surrounding area. After that tour,
the building, filling up three huge dumpsters. They put
new interest was spurred in Monterey County Parks
aside any historical items they thought might be worth
Department to clean up the weeds and brush surrounding
keeping for review at a later time. A big thank you goes
the Dutton and Tidball.
to Beth Winters, Monterey County Parks Department, and
In March of 2015, after many requests from SAVHA
volunteers for a great job working together to clean up the
and with the help of Congressman Sam Farr, the land
Dutton Hotel ruins.
under the Tidball Store was transferred from the federal
If you would like more information, please contact
government and ownership granted to Monterey County,
Carol
Kenyon at carol.tintent@gmail.com. And if you
generating new interest in the building. In March of 2016,
would like to help SAVHA with our continuing work on
the Tidball was painted and in June a new roof put in place
the Tidball and preserving the history of the San Antonio
with donations from SAVHA. Monterey County Parks is
continuing to keep the weeds under control around the
Valley, please contact us at savha4@gmail.com.
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A Great Community Loss

Each dog needs to be fixed, get shots, food, collar and leash.
These expenses add up. If you would like to donate to
South County Animal Rescue to help continue to save dogs
like these, please reach out to me and I’ll tell you how! See
me at Produce Exchange or text or call at (831) 320-6971.

Those of the Hesperia Hall community who remember
Jim and Kay Brand were deeply saddened to learn of
Kay’s death in mid-November. Following the death of
her husband Jim in 2013, Kay left Bryon-Hesperia to live
with her daughter Pamela Sanchez, who has lovingly and
diligently seen to her care in the years since.
Kay and Jim were active community members and
dedicated to the Hall. Everyone who remembers Kay, a
strong and vigorous personality, no doubt has a favorite
story. Kay turned ninety-three years of age on April 28,
the day of the Chicken Barbecue this year. Had she still
been with us, there is no question she would have been
there, visiting and, probably, settled with her lunch near
the music.
There will be a remembrance at Hesperia Hall and more
remembering Kay Brand in a future newsletter. Friends
and neighbors are deeply saddened by her passing and are
grateful to her daughter Pam Sanchez for managing Kay’s
care down in Apple Valley over the last several years.

Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch
by Jean Thompson

Adorable and Adoptable Pets

by Nicole Kemp
Do you have puppy
fever?
South
County
Animal Rescue is the
rescue I have been
fostering dogs for. They
just took in two mama
dogs from the shelter in
one day. Both were about
to explode with puppies.
SCAR ended up finding
foster homes for both
dogs and, within a day,
they both had their
litters. One litter is pitbull
mixes, and one is Doxie/Chihuahua mix. Both mamas will
also be available for adoption after puppies are weaned.

December begins the height of the holiday season.
What comes to my mind are the decorative lights, the food,
and family and friends, along with a few ceremonies and
rituals thrown in. It's also about this time that I start looking
forward to the long warm days of summer. Cultures around
the world have had these same feelings, celebrating with
feasts and holidays, with food, fire, and taking time off to
be with family and friends, along with a few ceremonies or
rituals thrown in to ensure the return of the sun, which in
turn ensures a bountiful harvest the coming year.
Humans may have observed the winter solstice as
early as the Neolithic period, the last part of the Stone
Age, beginning about 10,000 BC. Neolithic monuments
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such as Newgrange in Ireland and Maeshowe in Scotland,
are aligned with sunrise on the winter solstice. Many
other monuments have been erected all over the world,
Stonehenge being one of the more notable, which track the
movement of the sun across the sky marking the beginnings
and ends of the seasons.
Winter, summer, spring, and fall begin and end with
solstices and equinoxes. The tilt of the Earth is at the heart
of the matter. Without the constant 23.5 degree tilt of our
axis, there would not be four seasons, and complex life itself
might not have evolved as we know it today. To understand
the significance of this tilt, let’s look at how the sun affects
our planet.
The sun’s greatest intensity striking the Earth is when
the light rays are at 90 degrees. The farther from 90degrees,
the less intense are the rays, meaning less solar heating. This
is why the polar regions are cooler than equatorial regions.
So as the Earth moves around the sun, the tilt changes the
point where the sun's greatest intensity hits.
You can demonstrate this by taking something round,
like a globe, mark the poles, and take it for a yearlong ride
around a lamp. You will see that the sun’s intensity will
move back and forth between 23.2 degrees north latitude
and 23.5 degrees south. So a solstice is when the migration
of the sun's rays is at its extreme north or south migration
(shortest and longest days). And an equinox is the halfway
point where the sun's intensity is on the Equator (equal day
and night).

Astronomically, by seasons we mean the time between
a solstice and an equinox. You might think of either as a
day, but actually they are a moment in time. This year the
December solstice occurs on December 21st, at 8:19 pm.
This marks the sun's southernmost point. You can make
your own solar observation station by marking a point on
the ground where you can see either the sunrise or sunset.
Stand on this point on the solstice, and mark the point
where the sun either sets or rises. Do this a few times a week
and observe the effect the tilt of the Earth has.
Happy holidays. Joyous Saturnalia.
—Wishing you and yours a wonderful new year.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Things to watch for in the night:
Dec. 4, 5 The earliest sunsets 4:49:12 pm
10
		
		
		

Venus and Saturn pairing. (Venus 3rd
brightest celestial object after sun and moon)
Look for them low in the evening sky
about an hour after sunset.

12

Geminid meteors to peak this weekend

17

Ursid meteors begin

20 Start of shortest season 88.99 days
		
(compared with June solstice of 93.65 days)
Jan. 3, 4

Quadrantid meteors

4, 5 Earth closest to sun
---------------------------------------------------------------------
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Window on the Wild

hot weather comes along. Steamed spinach is versatile and
can be paired with mushrooms or artichokes in omelets
or calzones, stuffed into chicken breasts, as a bed under
fish, tucked into breakfast sandwiches, or added to peanut
noodles as in the following recipe:

by Craig Caster

Peanut Noodles with Greens
10 oz. thin spaghetti
2 cups chopped spinach or Swiss chard
3 Tbsps. peanut butter
3-4 Tbsps. soy sauce
1 ½ Tbsps. seasoned rice vinegar
½ tsp. crushed red pepper
1 tsp. sugar (optional)
1 cup water
4 cloves garlic chopped
1 inch ginger, grated
2 Tbsps. vegetable oil
4 Tbsps. crushed peanuts (optional)
Juice of one lime (optional)
2 Tbsps. chopped cilantro (optional)
Cook pasta in large pot until al dente and rinse with cool
water. Wisk peanut butter, soy sauce, rice vinegar, sugar,
red pepper, and one cup water in bowl. Heat oil in sauté
pan on medium heat, add garlic and ginger, and cook for
1 minute. Add chopped greens and cook a couple minutes
more until lightly wilted. Add peanut butter mixture and
simmer for 1-2 minutes, then add cooked pasta and toss
until fully coated. Turn off heat, top with optional crushed
peanuts, lime juice, and cilantro, and serve.

Seasons
Why do these seasons
touch our soul?
The clouds, the breeze,
the dancing colored leaves.
Oh wild impressionistic whole,
every atom, tree and bird
sings such breathy winter song.
We are grateful to have heard.
To be still and strong
listen
love
embrace...

Cooking from the Garden: Spinach

by Kate Snell
A great vegetable to add
to your winter garden is
spinach. It likes cool, moist
conditions, so start your
seeds in early fall. A little
frost is no problem, but hot
weather will cause it to bolt. Place seed in well-amended
soil and you can start harvesting in a few weeks. I pluck
the outer mature leaves as I need them for meals until the

True Life Youth Group News

by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt
That magical, holy celebration of Christmas is
here and the True Life Youth Group will be having its
annual Christmas party (including the old Hesperia Hall
tradition of passing the present game) on Thursday night,
December 12. We have been so blessed by the number of
youth at our different meetings and by being able to serve
dinner at each of them. Thanks to all who’ve helped!
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We look forward to Hume Lake in February. We
currently have eighteen slots reserved. There is still time to
add campers if you know a local youth who is interested.
As always, we seek never to let money keep a youth from
going if they are interested, so please don’t let that stop you.
Ways you can help this trip happen include prayer, a
donation, getting tickets for our custom quilt raffle (drawing
Sunday, December 15th) for a quilt by Carolyn Lingor
that you help design, or by getting copies of our amazing
history-cookbook More Treasures
Under the Oaks. As hard as it
is for some of us to believe, it
is the twentieth anniversary
of the original edition of this
book which has helped fund
so many youth to Hume and
other activities. At a donation
of $20/copy, More Treasures
makes a great Christmas or
housewarming gift for anyone
who loves history, outdoor
cooking, or cooking in general. We only have about 300
left and have no plans to reprint after this. We are excited
that, as of the morning of writing this article, a Monterey
Peninsula newspaper has expressed an interest in running
a story on this book. What a blessing that would be!
For more information, to make a donation, ask about
cooking the youth group a meal next semester, get quilt
tickets, or to get More Treasures, etc. call us at (805) 4729325 or go to www.truelifecf.org.
Thanks all.

metabolism
slows
way
down. Their need to feed
is greatly reduced. Their
forage slows down too.
In cold water, minnows,
crawdads, insects, and small
fish all move like they are
stuck in the mud.
Passionate
anglers
can adjust to the seasonal
conditions of winter and
match their presentations
to the environment’s pace. Slowing down your lures puts
them in harmony with the speed of the things that fish feed
on. Slower lure movement is more in tune with diminished
reaction speed of fish in cold water. Fish don’t ambush,
attack, or chase their prey much in cold water. They just
seem to wander up to it and casually slurp it in. Winter
fishing success can speed up when you slow down. Some
days, to make contact, the right speed is closer to stopped
than slow. Try moving your lure like it is stuck in the mud.
If fresh water winter fishing is just too slow or you
would like to bring home fish for dinner, our local coastal
sport fishing fleet offers rockfishing trips that regularly fill
the passengers’ daily ten fish limit with some of the best
table fare that the ocean has to offer. December 31 is the end
of the rockfish season until spring.
If the weather is just too funky, December is a great
time to get prepared for future fishing trips. Restock and
reorganize your tackle box. Tune up your fishing reels.
Clean and lube the gears. There are plenty of how-to
videos on YouTube. Get rid of last year’s kinky, scuffed up
fishing line. Reload with some nice new, fresh stuff. New
line casts better. Get your new fishing license in December.
Remember that licenses are available from the Department
of Fish and Wildlife website (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
Licensing/Online-Sales), major sporting good stores, and
sporting goods departments of big box retailers. Be ready
when the sun comes out. —Tight Lines!

Fishing with Rich

by Rich Lingor
By the time November ends and December begins, fall
fishing patterns have faded or abruptly shifted into the
harsh reality of winter. December weather dampens fishing
enthusiasm for most casual anglers. Just as chilly or frigid
mornings keep most folks from venturing out to play, fish
react more slowly within their colder environment. Their

The Puzzler

A young boy and girl are talking. “I’m a boy,” said the
child with black hair. “I’m a girl,” said the redhead. At least
one of them lied. Can you sort them out?
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Pat is 35 and her son is 11. Don U., John K.,
Catherine C., and Ed B. contributed answers.
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805)
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by
name all who submit a correct answer.

-7-

News from the Hall

Presorted Standard
US Postage

51602 Hesperia Hall Road
Bradley, CA 93426

Paid

Permit 163 AMS
Paso Robles, CA

www.hesperiahall.org

December Calendar Highlights
1
3
		
4
8
10
13
14
15
17
18
20
22
		
24
		
25
		
29
31
Jan 1
5
7
		
8
10
11
12
14

Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting 7pm
Home Bureau 12-2pm
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm
Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm
Home Bureau 12-2pm
Christmas Potluck 7pm
First Day of Winter
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Christmas Eve
Yoga 6pm
Christmas Day
Solar Eclipse
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm
New Year’s Day
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm
Board Meeting 7pm
Home Bureau 12-2pm
Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
Second Saturday Open Mic 7pm
Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
Yoga 6pm

2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley
Treasurer – Candice McGregor
Directors – Bryan Cogdell , Margaret Hontos, Rupert Lyle , Jean Thompson, Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon
Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall

Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at

carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members.
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

