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News from the Board 
by Collin Riley 

Happy, hot August, Brysonians. How 
hot is it? Well, it is hot enough that when 
the temperature is forecast in merely two 
digits, we congratulate one another on our “cool spell.” 
It is so hot that Bryson-Hesperia residents are actually 
considering avoiding strenuous activity. Stevie Wonder 
said it best: “Hotter than July.” That is a mouthful. 

At Hesperia Hall on Friday, July 15th, we enjoyed 
our annual scholarship potluck. Recipients were 
awarded higher education scholarships from our 
Hesperia Hall Foundation. It is inspiring to support and 
hear from the young adults of our community as they 
prepare themselves for their bright futures. Thank you 
scholars, Scholarship Committee, Hall members, and 
donors for making this service possible. Special thanks 
go to all who attended, sharing their cooking and 
company. 
On Friday, August 19, at 7:00 pm, the Hall will host its 
political potluck. We invite local officials from the 
government and other public institutions to address us 
concerning issues they consider relevant to our  
 

Recipients of 2016-2017 Scholarship Awards: Seen standing in front of 
the Hall raffle quilt are, from left to right, Sara Shepherd, Victoria 
Villegas (accepting for son DJ), Andrew Wilson, Molly Smith with 
grandson Eddie (accepting for daughter Ellen), Russell Brittan, Aly 
Carroll, Matthew Hardoy, Michaela Steele, Eileen Comstock, Robert 
Comstock, Yuri Pineda, Nichole Landon. Not pictured are Sydney 
Roth and Amy Sweet. Congratulations to our deserving scholars! 

Photo by Fred Kenyon 

neighborhood. Please join us in welcoming them. The 
decisions that they participate in making directly affect 
us all. It seems a great and timely opportunity to 
personalize their relationship with our wonderful, 
southernmost part of Monterey County. 

Thank you for the chance to serve. Stay cool. See you 
at the Hall in August. 

 

The annual political potluck begins at 7:00 pm on 
Friday, August 19, at Hesperia Hall. Bring a dish to 
share, and come meet some of our local representatives 
and officials. 
 

Future Scholarship Recipients Dancing in Front of the Quilt: Left to 
right are Gianna, Delfina, Faith, Lyla, Eddie. All proceeds from the sale 
of quilt raffle tickets go to the Hesperia Hall Scholarship Foundation 
Fund. Buy your tickets at any Hall event.             Photo by Fred Kenyon 
 
Scholarship Report 
by Ed Buntz 

The Scholarship Committee would like to thank all 
the recipients, their families, donors, and Hall members 
for making the July Scholarship Potluck such an 
enjoyable evening. Nichole Landon (Biola University) 
received her first-time award, as did Russell Brittan 
(Humboldt State). Aly Carroll (Monterey Peninsula 
College) was acknowledged, as she had already received 
her award at the KCHS banquet. Renewal awards were 
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presented to Yuri Pineda (Cal State Fullerton), Robert 
Comstock (Iowa State), Ellen Smith (UC Berkeley), 
Andrew Wilson (Cuesta), Michaela Steele (NorCo Com 
College), Matthew Hardoy (CSU Chico), Sarah Shepherd 
(Cal Poly), Eileen Comstock (CSU Channel Islands), 
Sydney Roth (Lewis & Clark), and DJ Villegas (returning 
to college in San Diego). Amy Sweet (CalState Teach 
Program) received a special award to complete her 
teaching credential. We are happy to report that Amy will 
be teaching third grade at San Antonio School this year. 

Overall we awarded fourteen scholarships for 
academic year 2016–2017: ten renewals, one special 
award, and three first-time awards. It is an honor for the 
Hall and community to have the opportunity to support 
these deserving students as they work hard at achieving 
a college education. We also heard from our recent 
college graduates, Maria Comstock (CSU Long Beach) 
and Nicole Hardoy (CSU Chico). In addition, Delfina 
Pineda thanked the Hall for assisting her to become a 
Certified Nursing Assistant. She has recently started 
work at an elder care facility in Paso Robles. 

We were pleased to have Josh Villegas attend on his 
weekend pass from Fort Irwin, CA, along with Michael 
Pineda, who will be reporting to Fort Benning, GA, next 
month. We appreciate their commitment to serve in the 
US Army and encourage them to pursue college classes 
as provided at their duty locations. 

We also extend thanks to Janice Smith-Ramseier and the 
Smith family for making a generous scholarship donation 
from the annual Smith Family Reunion held at the Hall. 

If you would like to support the Hall scholarship 
program with a tax deductible donation, simply make 
out a check to Hesperia Hall, put “Scholarship Fund” on 
the memo line, and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-
Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA, 93426. If you would like to 
save a stamp, feel free to give your check to any Board 
member at a potluck or Hall event. 

Go to hesperiahall.org to see photos of the June 26 
Hesperia Hall Community Picnic hosted by Janice 
Smith-Ramseier at her Diamond Dot Ranch. 

Road Work Ahead! 
by Carla Martinez 

As you may or may not be aware, the Fire Safe 
Council of Monterey is working alongside South 
Monterey County Emergency Response Team 
Association, or SMCERTA, to reduce the built up fuels 
(brush, grass, tree branches) along our roadways. The 
Fire Safe Council has received a grant from PG&E to hire 
a contractor to reduce these hazards. Work along 
Bryson-Hesperia Road began in July and will carry over 
through the end of October. Hesperia Road, Smith Road, 
and Sapague Road will also be included in this work. 
When you see the work crews, please slow down and 
expect some minor delays as you drive. 

The work consists of removal of all brush and 
grasses and low hanging branches within thirty feet of 
the centerline on both sides of these roadways. The 
work is performed in two phases. First phase involves 
masticating the brush with the second phase crews 
coming in to “clean up” with chainsaws, string 
trimming, and chipping. No work will be performed 
within the fence lines of any property without written 
approval of the landowner. SMCERTA is working 
hard to contact each landowner along the roadways to 
discuss the work, and we encourage everyone directly 
affected to contact either Linda Plumb (805-472-2518) 
or Carla Martinez (805-391-3185) to discuss their 
property’s circumstances. We are encouraging 
everyone to participate to provide maximum 
clearance to improve the safety of our first responders 
when accessing our community as well as to provide a 
safer exit strategy should our community face an 
evacuation situation. 

There is no charge to the property owners for this 
work. The generous support from PG&E will cover 
these costs. Please respond to your notification ASAP 
so we can get this work completed within the time 
frame of our grant requirement. 
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Plan to Attend Public Officials Potluck 
by Beth Winters 

On Friday, August 19, the Hall Board will host the 
annual political potluck with guests invited from local, 
state, and federal offices. As we go to press, the roster of 
attendees promises an informative evening in the serene, 
outdoor setting of the Hall. Representatives from 
County Parks, Sheriffs, and Supervisor Salinas' office 
will attend. The Commander of Fort Hunter Liggett and 
the Superintendent from San Antonio School responded 
enthusiastically, too. We are still waiting to hear from 
our State and Federal representatives. 

The tone for the program will be conversational. 
Please prepare questions accordingly and for the 
edification of the community. Personal concerns can be 
addressed individually either before or after the event. 

Dinner begins at 7:00 pm; come early for 
conversation. We never ask invited guests to bring a 
dish; therefore, bring a little more if you can. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 

Lockwood Happenings 
by Carolyn Lingor 

First of all, I would like to apologize if you tried to 
come to the July Bingo Night at the Lockwood 
Community Center and were disappointed that it had 
been cancelled. A few days before, one of our 
volunteers, Marie Councilman, had been killed in a 
head-on collision. Marie is the one who did all the 
cooking for the meal that we provide for purchase at 
Bingo Night as well as being the head volunteer for the 
Lockwood Thrift Store at the Community Center. In her 
honor and in consideration for her family and friends, 
the Community Center Board decided to cancel the July 
Bingo Night. Marie will be missed greatly as she was 
such a vital part of the Lockwood community. Our 
condolences go to all who love her. 

Bingo Night will resume as usual on August 12 at 
6:00 pm, and the Thrift Store remains open on Sundays 
and Mondays. 

The Bingo payout has been fifty per cent of the 

evening’s proceeds and was totally dependent on how 
many people participated. The Board has since decided 
that there will now be a $350 minimum payout over the 
course of the set of ten games. Please join us for Bingo on 
the second Friday of the month for a fun evening, and 
bring a friend, or two. 

 
Item of Interest 
by Helen Rafferty 

Home gardeners or landowners who would like to 
learn how to contribute to the data being gathered by 
U.C. Berkeley for monitoring the Sudden Oak Death, or 
SOD, pathogen to keep it at bay, may find information at 
www.sodblitz.org. Novice Blitzers are welcome. 

As many volunteers as possible in our region are 
needed to sample for the disease during the course of 
their normal activities, thereby helping to pinpoint 
where it is not showing up as well as where it is 
encroaching. 

Sudden Oak Death also affects many plants and 
trees not related to the oak species. For general 
information about SOD itself, see 
www.suddenoakdeath.org. 

 
High Science on Hesperia Road 
by Catherine Bartley 

Doerte Mann, Field 
Engineer for UNAVCO, 
updates and checks 
PBO monitoring the 
earth’s movement at a 
site on Hesperia Road 
the later part of June. 
EarthScope Program, 
National Science 
Foundation, and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration provide funding to construct these Plate 
Boundary Observatories (PBO’s). UNAVCO maintains 
data and metadata and provides instrumentation and 
engineering support for academic investigative projects 
using the Global Positioning System. 
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For more information, go to unavco.org. Be sure to check 
out P279 Gulch House! 
 
Lemonade Stand at Produce Exchange: 
Gianna and Lyla set up for business at the July 17 Sunday Produce 

Exchange. Their 
lemonade was 
homemade from the 
juice from thirty 
pounds of lemons 
Gianna picked from 
Marty and Tom Wize’s 
daughter’s tree. Marty 
and granddaughters 
froze the juice for later 
use. The girls made 
about twenty dollars 
and exchanged 
lemonade for peaches 
and tomatoes. Marty 
and Tom are long-time 
supporters of the Hall 
and frequent raffle 
ticket buyers. 
 

 
Medicinal Plants and Herbs A – Z: Calendula 
by Esthela Comstock 

Calendula, more commonly called marigold, has 
been used medicinally for centuries. It is native to 
Southern Europe, Egypt, Iran, and the Mediterranean. 
The common name derives from an association with the 
Virgin Mary as this flower, or a similar looking flower, 
was used in various religious festivals and referred to as 
"Mary's gold.” 

In traditional Chinese medicine, calendula is 
considered energetically neutral and is used to support 
healthy skin. 

Traditionally, calendula has been used to treat 
conjunctivitis and other eye inflammations as it helps to 
reduce the swelling and redness of eye infections. It is 
also used to treat eczema, gastritis, minor burns 
including sunburns, warts, and minor injuries such as 
sprains and wounds. It has also been used to treat 
cramps, coughs, and snake bites. Calendula has been 

considered beneficial in reducing inflammation and 
promoting wound healing. It has been used to treat a 
variety of skin diseases and has been deemed effective in 
treatment of skin ulcerations, eczema, and acne. 

A tea of calendula can be made by pouring 1 cup of 
boiling water over 1-2 teaspoons of the flowers. The tea 
then is steeped, covered, for 10 minutes, strained, and 
drunk. The fresh flowers are edible. 

Any treatments with any medicinal herb should be 
done under the supervision of a qualified healthcare 
professional. 

 
Cooking from the Garden 
by Kate Snell 

Late summer is a great time for tomatoes. They are 
productive now and especially sweet. When you choose 
your tomato varieties in the spring, think about Romas. 
They are wonderful in pasta sauces, pizza, and salsa, 
and they also give you a good red tomato in late October 
and November when it is cold. I have grown San 
Marzano and Amish paste tomatoes, which are 
delicious, soft, and sweet, but less productive. Grow 
several plants so you can freeze or can the excess for the 
winter. The following is a recipe calling for roasted 
Roma tomatoes: 

Roasted Tomato Soup with Basil 
12 large Roma tomatoes 
3-4 Tbsps. olive oil 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1 cup chopped onion 
2 cloves minced garlic 
¼ tsp. crushed red pepper (optional) 
15 to 20 leaves basil 
2-3 cups chicken or vegetable stock 

Slice tomatoes in half lengthwise and place in shallow 
pan. Drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and ground 
pepper. Place pan in 400-degree oven and roast for 30 to 40 
minutes, until they are slightly caramelized. Sauté onion and 
garlic in 2 Tbsps. olive oil in large saucepan for 4-5 minutes. 
Add roasted tomatoes, basil, and stock and simmer for 20 to 30 
minutes. Run soup through a food mill, food processor, or 
blender until smooth. Serve. You may grate Romano or other 
dry cheese over the top or garnish with thinly sliced basil. 
 
Window to the Wild 
by Craig Caster 

A Blue Belly Western fence lizard climbs up a jagged 
rock and jumps into the air. At the apex of 
weightlessness, he grasps a fly with his rifle tongue. This 
common lizard can be seen in rocky areas or clinging to 
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a sunny wall or fence. The males have bright blue throat 
and belly patches. In pursuit of insects, the agile fence 
lizard can jump three feet into the air. 

When you see this friendly creature scurry up a wall 
and tilt his head, think kindly of him. Not only does his 
appetite for insects benefit us, he also plays a role in 
diminishing the presence of Lyme disease. When ticks 
carrying Lyme disease attach to Western fence lizards, a 
protein in the lizard’s blood kills the bacterium in the tick 
that causes the disease. So say hello to our little friend 
sunning himself on a nearby overlook. Some day Sceloporus 
occidentalis may lead to a cure for Lyme disease, but in the 
meantime he may be making our world a little safer. 

And when next you hear a sudden explosion of wings 
in front of you or see a row of quail running with feet-a-
blur and lift into the air in flight, take time to wonder at this 
capacity for explosive flight. Can you imagine running 
down the road and taking flight in a burst of speed? But 
also be grateful for a covey of quail in your area as you will 
not find ticks where quail live and forage. 

Because nature is such an interdependent web, it is 
important that we do our part to safeguard surrounding 
water shed and food chains. The use of chemicals, 
pesticides, and herbicides has disastrous effects on such 
beneficial creatures. Watch out for our little friends. 
They are some of our best neighbors. 
 
Fishing with Rich 
by Rich Lingor 

Drought condition water levels have limited 
launching options at most of our local lakes. The 
following information was gathered on Friday, July 15, 
the newsletter deadline date: 

• Lake Cachuma is only allowing kayaks and 
canoes, no car toppers. 

• Lake Lopez is on a day-to-day decision for 
launching. Lake level is 27%. As of 7/15/16, 
people are still launching bass boats, but there is 
only three feet of water, and they are kicking up 
mud. Before making the trip, check with the lake 
staff by calling (805)788-2386. 

Boot Scootin' Kittens: These cuties came from a feral mama cat in 
Lockwood. The Angelina Fund paid for her spay, and will do the same 
for her babies. We are proud to say we have no more feral kittens in 
Bryson-Hesperia, but we know where to find them if you are looking. 
Contact Beth Winters at (805) 472-2095. 
 

• Santa Margarita is allowing all types of hand 
launch boats. Gate personnel say you will have 
to drag your boat off of the trailer and then drag 
it five to ten feet. Lake level is 11.5%. 

• Lake Nacimiento is at 30%; last year at this time 
it was at 24%. Launching is good with plenty of 
depth at the ramp. 

• Fishing has been good to excellent at all of these 
lakes. 

• Lake San Antonio is still closed as of July 15, but 
there is a reasonable chance of that changing 
soon. Lake level 7% (3% this time last year), 66.3 
feet maximum depth (45' last year), 6.1 miles 
long (3.5 miles last year). 

Notes on a scorecard: The Fishing with Rich Team 
escaped the inland heat on the ocean. Myrle Bowlby, his 
son Joe, and I traveled to Dana Point where we rode the 
sport fishing boat the Fury to San Clemente Island 
where we took advantage of the great fishing conditions 
resulting from the El Niño currents. We caught 
yellowtail, bonito, barracuda, and calico bass. I battled a 
twenty-five-plus pound yellowtail to the boat where a 
sea lion engulfed it before it could be hoisted over the 
rail. But he didn't get my next one. If you enjoy ocean 
fishing or just want to beat the heat, this is the year to do 
it. Just go. 

Tight lines! 
 
Saving Lake San Antonio 
by Rich Lingor 

Last month the Monterey County Parks Director 
appeared on KSBY TV and suggested permanently 
closing Lake San Antonio, including selling the picnic 
tables and tractors. When I saw that, I called all of the 
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supervisors' offices and expressed as politely as possible 
the value that the lake brings to the community and the 
region. Office personnel confided that they were getting 
a lot of calls and emails and that the supervisors were 
taking notice. 

Kathy Forgnone, a local horsewoman associated 
with Los Robles Equestrian Association and the Horse 
Camp on the North Shore, and I attended the next 
supervisors' meeting and spoke up for the lake and its 
facilities. 

The following supervisors' meeting was the budget 
meeting. This well attended meeting saw nineteen 
people get up and speak on behalf of saving Lake San 
Antonio, with others there lending their support. 

The supervisors got the message and voted 
unanimously to reopen the lake. The supervisors set a 
target opening date of July 1st, which was announced by 
Supervisor Simon Salinas on the local radio show 
"Sound Off" with Dan DelCampo on KPRL. This target 
date also was not met, so a new date of July 12th was set.  

Funding and logistics decisions are on the agenda 
for the July 19th Board of Supervisors meeting, and there 
will once again be opportunity for public comment. The 
chief of staff of one of the supervisors said they might 
not allow watercraft on the lake unless they can fund 
training for quagga mussel inspectors. 

If you would like to send a letter in support of 
getting the South Shore 
open this summer, you can 
send it to Clerk of the Board 
at cob@co.Monterey.ca.us, 
who will distribute your 
letter to all of the 
supervisors. Send c.c. to the 
Parks Department at 
parks@co.monterey.ca.us.  

Visit and "like" Friends 
of Lake San Antonio 
Facebook Page to stay 
informed or get involved. 

 
 

The Puzzler 
Six coyotes can catch six ground squirrels in six 

minutes. (Don’t we wish.) How many coyotes will be 
needed to catch sixty ground squirrels in sixty minutes? 

No, the answer is not sixty. Try again. 
 

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZER 
The Puzzler will defer to Helen Rafferty who  

submitted the following solution: 
Reminiscing through family photos, 
No parent missing or daring a no-pose, 
For generations spanning five, 
A total count we can derive. 
With all respect and gratitude due, 
Hoary heads number sixty-two. 

Hats off to Ed B. Don U., and to Charles E., who 
raised doubts about the possibility of the P’s problem 
even being possible. 

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, 
email it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler 
at (805) 472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved 
with the production of this newsletter, we will 
acknowledge by name all who submit a correct answer. 
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True Life Youth Group News 
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt 

As the last weeks of summer have arrived, we look 
towards resuming our regular meetings with our young 
people returning to school. At the time of writing this, 
we do not have a specific date yet, but feel free to call us, 
or you can check our Facebook page for information at 
www.facebook.com/truelifecf. 

The start of the year is a great time for new youth to 
plug in as we are planning and reserving slots for Hume 
Lake (to include defending our box sled title), starting 
new studies, and getting to know one another. 

The True Life Youth Group is open to all youth, 
grades 6–12, whether or not you or your family attend 
True Life Christian Fellowship. Also, if you would like 
to bless the youth by preparing a meal for one of our 
evening meetings, please give us a call. We pay the cost; 
you plan, purchase groceries, and prepare the meal 
either at your home and bring it, or at the kitchen at 
True Life Christian Fellowship. Having a meal to share 
at our meetings adds a wonderful dynamic to them. Our 
number is (805) 472-9325. 

 
 

VENDOR APPLICATION FORM 
Hesperia Hall Country Faire and Flea Market 

October 30, 2016 11:00am – 3:00pm 
Fee: $15 for inside space, $10 for outside space 

Display tables are available if needed. Picnic tables outside. 3’ x 7’ or smaller tables inside. Please check below as appropriate: 
______INSIDE ($15) ______OUTSIDE ($10)  DO YOU NEED A TABLE? (YES / NO) 

Brief description of items to be sold:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name:  _______________________________________________________  Phone Number:  ______________________________ 

Mail application with fee to Janice Smith-Ramseier, 52120 Smith Road, Bradley CA 93426. Make checks payable to 
Hesperia Hall. For further information, please call 805-472-2268 
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August Calendar Highlights 
2 Yoga 6pm 
 Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm 
3 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
5 Movie Night at the Hall 7pm 
7 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
9 Yoga 6pm 
12 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm 
14 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
16 Yoga 6pm 
 SMCERTA at the Hall 7:15pm 
17 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
19 Potluck 7pm 
21 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
23 Yoga 6pm 
28 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
30 Yoga 6pm 
Sep 2 Movie Night at the Hall 7pm 
4 Produce Exchange 11am – 1pm 
5 Labor Day 
6 Yoga 6pm 
 Board Meeting at the Hall 7:15pm 
7 Home Bureau 12 – 2pm 
 

 
 

2016 HESPERIA HALL OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 
President – Collin Riley 
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz 
Secretary/Treasurer – Lois Lindley 
Directors – Fred Kenyon, Cherie Landon, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda 
Membership – Beth Winters  Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier 
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas 
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com 
Newsletter Staff – Joanne Norlin, Barbara Walters 
ANNUAL HALL MEMBERSHIP - $20/HOUSEHOLD, PAYABLE TO HESPERIA HALL 
Send to Beth Winters, 76473 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley CA 93426. Membership supports 
a local community organization. 

ADVERTISING IN News from the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences) 
Ad fee is $80 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Lois Lindley, 75313 Interlake Road, Bradley, CA  93426. 

SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT THE HALL Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at 
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com. 

SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: bwhallnews@gmail.com, jnorlinhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to Barbara 
Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA  93426 

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not necessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness. 

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips. 
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