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a fond presence in Lockwood. We send condolences to his
wonderful wife Sonja and wish her well.
Aspiring students submitted their Hall scholarship
applications by April 1. The selection committee will be
meeting soon and will be announcing awards for academic
year 2021-2022. Our hope is to have a modified Scholarship
Awards night at the Hall on July 16 this year.
If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

by Ed Buntz
Best wishes to everyone for a happy
Easter. Since it is on April 4th, we moved
the Board of Directors meeting to the
following Sunday, April 11, at 1:15 pm.
The Central Coast Rare Fruit
Growers got in touch with a possible
option to supply the Hall with a few apple rootstock and
scions. Details are being worked out, but I recommend
you email hesperiahall@yahoo.com or call me at (805) 4722070 to request date/time/procedure information if we are
successful in obtaining the items needed.
Local Covid vaccine appointments have been hard to
secure for some eligible residents here in South County.
If you have difficulty, I suggest checking availability
of appointments at CVS pharmacies outside Monterey
County. Hanford, Visalia, and Bakersfield have been
successful alternatives for some local residents.
Produce Exchanges in Lockwood on Thursdays and
at the Hall on Sundays have been quite productive and
safely conducted. The Thrift Store is also open during the
Lockwood Exchange, providing even more opportunity to
make your attendance worthwhile.
We will certainly consider additional small outdoor
activities at the Hall, but potlucks and large events will stay
on the wish list for a while longer. Be safe, be patient, and
be ready to participate when we can return to community
functions.

Adorable and Adoptable

by Nicole Kemp
My sweet foster Chico
is available for adoption!
Chico is about two years
old and we think he’s some
sort of min pin/Chihuahua
mix.
Chico is such a fun dog
who loves to go on walks
and adventures. Chico loves
to run his heart out, and
his favorite game to play
is catch-me-if-you-can with
the other dogs near him.
Chico gets all his energy out on his walks, and then he’s a
very calm snuggly dog in the house. Chico gets along with
all dogs, big and small, and with cats and chickens. Chico
loves his kennel and will go in and out of it as he pleases.
He sleeps in his kennel all night without a peep. He is doing
great on potty training, and he also knows sit. Chico loves
to ride on his person’s lap in the car. He comes when called
and likes sticking close to his owner. Chico loves kids and
loves interacting and playing with people. He’s neutered,
up to date on shots, and microchipped. Please reach out to
me if interested. I can be reached at (831) 320-6971.

The Scholarship Report

by Ed Buntz
The Scholarship Committee extends our thanks to
Brad Hubbard for his annual donation to our scholarship
program. We also appreciate the generous donations in
memory of Ellen Shipman and Gary Glassmeyer. Ellen
is Jeannie Thompson’s mom and has been living here for
several years. Her last years were difficult, but she had a
safe and supportive life due to the dedicated and consistent
care provided by Jeannie and Mark in their home. Ellen
will be missed; we commend Mark, Jeannie and friends
that helped with the caregiver tasks and wish them all the
best in moving forward. Gary Glassmeyer was a key part
of the Experimentation Center at Fort Hunter Liggett and

The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, April 11, at 1:15 pm. It will be outside
at the Hall following the weekly Produce Exchange.
Hall members are welcome to attend.
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Calendar Photo Submissions

by Bryan Cogdell
It’s that time of year to start sending your photos for the 2022 Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar!
Last year, for the first time, we set up an online submission form and gallery in an effort to adapt to the challenges
brought on by Covid. There were some bugs getting all of the photos submitted into the running, and we are very sorry
about those who did not get their photo through. Despite all that 2020 threw at us, we still managed, thanks to everyone’s
participation, to produce a beautiful calendar. This year, we’ve improved and simplified the process with better instructions
to ensure everyone who sends their photos will enter the running.

Guidelines
We are seeking pictures that represent the Bryson-Hesperia and Lockwood areas. Photos must be color 8 x 10
photographs in a landscape format, featuring the best local scenes within the 93426 zip code (sorry, no photos from
Fort Hunter Liggett). Maximum of four submissions per Hall member, and only the first 100 will be accepted into
the running.
To send your calendar photo entries:
1. Email calendar@hesperiahall.com with your name stating that you would like to send photos for the 2022
Hesperia Hall Calendar. Do not attach your photos to the email as they are sometimes too large for email
attachment.
2.

You will receive an email reply with a link to upload your images to our secure Dropbox account. There is
no need to register or sign up for anything. The email will contain a photo release statement. By following
the link and submitting your photos, you consent to have your photos shared by the Calendar Committee
and published online.

3.

In the link provided, simply click “Add files” and add a maximum of 4 photo entries in 8x10 format. Image
files can be as large as you’d like (up to 2GB). Please title the filename of your photos, like “Deer Feeding.
jpg”, “Sunset.jpg”, etc.

4.

Include your name and email address in the provided form and click “Upload”. That’s it! You will receive
an email confirmation from Dropbox, and it will include the list of files you just sent.

5.

Your submission is verified only if you receive the Dropbox email confirmation. If you do not, check your
spam/junk email folders. If it’s still not there, contact calendar@hesperiahall.com or reach out to any Calendar
Committee member.

If you instead wish to send a print of your photo, please email calendar@hesperiahall.com or contact Bryan at (408) 2505206 and we’ll arrange to collect your photo to have it scanned.
Photo submissions will be displayed in a gallery on www.hesperiahall.com starting in May. You have until Sunday, May
30, to send your photos. We’re tentatively planning to have a socially distanced photo voting at the Hall on Sunday, June 6,
details to be developed in the next month. See future issues of News from the Hall for updates.
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Hesperia Heights Dark Sky Watch

fanciful way of explaining why the constellation is above
the horizon for part of each day and below the horizon for
the rest. Castor and Pollux are sometimes said to represent
brotherly love.
Meanwhile, in China, these two stars were associated
with water, as part of constellations representing rivers.
They were sometimes also seen as the complementary
elements of yin and yang.
Happy stargazing.

by Jean Thompson

In many cultures, Castor and Pollux were seen as twin
stars, usually as heroes. Many old sky myths invoke the
idea of twins to explain their proximity in the night sky.
Both Castor and Pollux are bright stars, and they’ve
been known as twins for centuries at least. But they don’t
really look alike. Pollux is golden in color, and Castor is
pure white. If you have binoculars, they’ll help you to more
easily distinguish the color contrast between Castor and
Pollux.
Also, Castor and Pollux are different kinds of stars.
Castor is a hot, white-colored star that is well known for
being a multiple star system. It consists of three pairs of
binary stars, that is, six stars bound together in an intricate
gravitational dance. Pollux is a cool and bloated orangecolored star, said to be the closest giant star to Earth. A star
with the mass of our sun swells up into a giant in its old age.
But our sun won’t become a giant for another five billion
years or so. So clean your room.
In Greek and Roman mythology, Castor and Pollux
were the twin sons of Jupiter and Leda and brothers of Helen
of Troy. They sailed with Jason as two of his Argonauts.
Pollux, represented by the brighter star, was immortal,
but his brother Castor was not. When Castor was killed
in a fight, Jupiter wanted the two to remain together,
so he decreed that they each should spend some time in
the underworld and some time in the heavens. This is a
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Things to watch for in the night sky:
April
5-8 Look southeast before sunrise and find Jupiter
		 and Saturn. Saturn will be higher and to the
		right.
13-17 Look west just after sunset. Watch the new
		 moon move closer to Mars. On the 15th,
		 Aldebaran, Taurus the Bull’s fiery eye, will be
		 directly to the left of the moon and the Pleiades
		 star cluster on the right.
18-19 Find the moon in a waxing crescent phase in the
		 vicinity of Castor and Pollux, the two brightest
		 stars in the constellation Gemini the Twins.
24-26 Look west shortly after sunset and find the
		 return of Mercury and Venus to the evening
		 sky.
25 Look east at nightfall to find the moon and
		Spica.
26 The pink full moon. First of three supermoons
		 in a row. This is the second closest of the three.

Save the Date

by Beth Winters
Once again, The Astronomy Club (TAC) will set up a
star-watching opportunity at the overflow campground at
South Shore, Lake San Antonio. On Saturday, April 10, they
will share their telescopes with the local community at their
annual spring event.
For those of you who have attended the Star Party or
read this article semi-annually (there’s also a fall event),
you know the drill. Plan to arrive at dusk, before headlights
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are needed. Our hosts will make viewing available as soon
as the skies darken. Please park with headlights pointing
away from the main viewing field so as not to disturb the
astronomers when you leave. Bring a flashlight with a red
lens or covered with red plastic wrap to help you find your
way back to the car without creating light pollution.
Due to the loss of revenue from Covid-19, Park
Management did not feel they could responsibly offer a
discount at this time, so there will be no reduced rate. The
gate fee on April 10 will be $17.00.
What an awesome opportunity to learn more about our
dark skies, a benefit that we tend to take for granted. The
telescopes available to us are of a caliber we would normally
only find at an observatory, miles and hours away.
Come on out and enjoy the safe and beautiful outdoors
and starry skies. Ask for TAC organizer Jamie Dillon, who
will be happy to guide you.

Memories of the Lost Mine
by Bill Dayton
I am Bill Dayton and want to tell of the times my dad,
Clyde Dayton, and I went looking for the old Lost Dutra
Mine. It was the mine Walter Harris of the Hesperia area
had been told about by an Indian who knew where the
mine was located. The Indians had mined the gold, said to
be almost pure, then carried it to the San Antonio Mission
over part of the same trail we went in on. Then, when the
Spaniards came to the Jolon area, the Indians covered the
tunnel (or whatever) so it would not be easily found. Mr.
Harris took out a miners claim on the site. He hand dug on
it every year for many years to keep the claim valid.
In 1948 or ‘49, my dad bought a D6 bulldozer for land
clearing and farming on the ranch in Hesperia. Walter asked
Dad if he would like to go, and he’d give him 49% or the
findings. This sounded very interesting, and a contract was
made, and we went mining. My brother, Newell Dayton,
fabricated a sled from steel that would hold fuel, food, and
supplies to last ten days or so. We took the dozer to the
Palisades on the Nacimiento River. We had a permit from
the army at Fort Hunter Liggett. There was a walking trail
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The Big One
to the Three Peaks Fire Lookout that we followed as close
as possible. Quite a bit of the trail had to be made for the
dozer and sled. I was operating the dozer; Dad and Walter
marked the way. I would make trail till evening and go
back and bring the sled up and camp for the night.
The second evening, I was working after supper and a
limb broke the fuel line. Well, this was quite an experience
for me, as I had to carry the fuel line back to the truck at
the Palisades and go to the shop so Newell could repair
it. Going down to the truck, it was pitch black dark going
down this long canyon. I just knew behind every tree and
corner some bugaboo or lion would be there, but I got home
and got the line fixed and back to the dozer the next day.
We got on our way again. I’m not sure how many days it
took to get on in to the site —three, I think. So we could not
work many days the first year due to the usage of fuel.
We were back again the next year and, later, more
back luck. The cable block on the front broke. The mine
site was approximately four miles on the ocean side of the
mountain. There was a walking trail almost straight down
to the Salmon Creek Ranger Station. We tied the block to
an eight-foot pole cut from a tree, like two people would
carry a deer, and started down to the station on Highway 1.
We got there about noontime and called Newell, again. He

April 2021

News from the Hall
Window on the Wild
by Craig Caster

On the site
had a welder truck and got it welded just about dark. Dad
and I got back at the site about midnight. Next morning, I
started digging again. This time, we probably spent another
ten days.
In 1951, we went back to the site. I had gotten married
in 1950, so my wife went in with us. This was quite an
experience as she was a city girl. During this time, I
uncovered a very large stone almost the size of the dozer.
We were excited that this might be covering the tunnel. —
No such luck.
This was the last time we went to the site, as the Army
had expanded the training area, and no more permits.
So the Lost Dutra Mine is still there, untouched. I guess
the Indians that covered it are looking down and saying,
“We did a pretty good job covering it. Even with modern
equipment, it was not found.”
All in all, these three years were very exciting and will
be remembered the rest of my life. Mining is very addicting.

-5-

Imagine you are a quarter-inch-long, seasoned female
harvester patrol ant. You are not an individual; you have
become your task. You are part of a complex colony of ants
working numerous roles in harmony without any apparent
central organization other than the queen who is off in the
nursery laying eggs.
All task-working ants of the colony are female children
of the queen. Younger ants care for the queen and feed
the pupa in the lower chambers of the colony. Older ants
remove dirt for more nurseries and food stores as well as
doing housekeeping. Mature ants work at ground level.
The maintenance ants are tidying up around the
entrance. Your job as a patrol ant is to inspect the midden
and stop and interrogate intruder ants and set the day’s
foraging courses for the harvester ants. They are very busy
foraging for seeds, plant material, fungus, and small insects
within a thirty- to forty-foot radius. You also overview food
brought in and reject anything too large to fit through the
tunnels to the food stores.
Suddenly you give a pheromone alarm for attack! A
horned lizard has made his way toward the entrance. All
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Cooking from the Garden: Basil

surface workers swarm to attack the intruder. This huge
monster with a large sticky tongue, towering fifty times
your height above you, is gobbling up your comrades!
You are not defenseless. Your large mandibles can
seize hold of prey and you can sting repeatedly. Your
venom is 25% stronger than a honeybee’s and 35% stronger
than the Western diamondback. Twelve of your stings can
kill a 4.4-pound rat, while 350 collective stings can kill a
150-pound man.
Unfortunately, the horned lizard is immune to your
stings. He simply closes his eyes and waits for your swarm
of biting and stinging attackers to tire and dissipate. He
then resumes eating your comrades. The colony may suffer
considerably from a persistent lizard.
After five years, when the colony nears 10,000, the
queen hatches fertile male and female ants. In the spring
or early summer, uncannily, all the batches of these
young ants with wings and of the same species fly off like
clockwork to mate and start new colonies. The males and
many females die of exposure and predation after mating,
but ten per cent of the females successfully become queens
of a new colony.

by Kate Snell
Basil is one of
the most delicious,
fragrant, and attractive
elements
of
the
summer garden. There
are many varieties
to grow with many
culinary uses, such
as sweet basil, lemon
basil, cinnamon basil,
purple basil, Thai basil.
Place your basil starts in well-prepared soil well after
the last frost, as basil is easily damaged by the cold. With
our warm summers, it is best to put it into a shadier part of
your garden. When basil gets too much sun it is all flower
and few leaves. As it is growing, pinch back its branches
often to produce a vigorous and bushy plant. If any flower
spikes appear, pinch those out as well so the plant will not
go to seed. To preserve for the winter, you may freeze or
dry basil, but try packing it in olive oil and salt for more
flavor. Basil is wonderful in pesto, pasta sauces, Italian
soups, in Thai curry, panzanella, and also in salsa verde.
Meatballs with Salsa Verde
8 oz. ground meat
½ cup breadcrumbs
1/3 cup minced onion
1 beaten egg
2 Tbsps. minced parsley (optional)
Large pinch salt
¼ tsp. ground pepper
For the salsa:
3 Tbsps. each finely chopped parsley and basil
3 Tbsps. chopped capers
Juice of 1 lemon
3 Tbsps. olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Place ground meat (beef,
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pork, poultry, or a combination), breadcrumbs, onion,
beaten egg, optional parsley, salt and pepper in a bowl and
combine. Form into 1-inch diameter balls. Place balls 1 inch
apart on an oiled baking sheet and slide into the oven. Bake
for approximately 20 minutes.
While the meatballs are baking, mix chopped parsley,
basil, capers along with lemon juice and olive oil to make the
salsa verde. Salt and pepper may be added. Serve meatballs
on a platter with sauce in a bowl in the center. Bread, roast
potatoes, or rice may accompany this dish.
Alternatives: Plant-based meat can be substituted for
beef or pork. Chopped dill may be added to or replace
the basil in this recipe.flakes, followed by salt and pepper.
Add asparagus to pan and cover with broth. Simmer until
asparagus is tender and broth reduced. Pour over cooked
pasta and sprinkle grated cheese over the top.

the calendar a smaller factor for predicting fish position.
Springlike weather in the heart of winter can jumpstart an
early wave of migration to the shallows. Freezing nights and
cold wind can hold back early travelers. When this happens,
fish that would have been the first wave of migration wait
and become part of the next group that becomes active.
The good news for anglers that chose not to risk
exposure to unstable weather, is that they might not have
missed the early migration. Recent field research by the
Fishing With Rich exploratory team has found a dramatic
shift of angling success. Fishing has turned from a very
low ratio of positive encounters per hours fished to sudden
abundance. April fishing is generally good, but it looks like
it’s going to be very good this year. Enjoy.
Tight Lines!

True Life Youth Group News

Fishing with Rich

by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt
The True Life Youth Group continues to meet via Zoom.
We are currently teaching and talking through Proverbs 3
and looking at what God says about the foundation of our
life choices, making plans, and finding His direction for our
lives. After this, it is the plan to spend four weeks going
through the online chapel sessions with music and speakers
that Hume Lake made for churches during this time when
they can’t host camps. It should be fun.
Thanks to all for your support and encouragement.
Please call us at (805) 472-9325 or email us at truelifecf@
gmail.com with any questions or to get a link to our evening
Zoom meetings.

by Rich Lingor

The Puzzler

Square peg in round hole or round peg in square hole:
which is a better fit? Make an educated guess, pick some
convenient dimensions, and do a little calculating to test
your intuition. Let the P know what you find.
ANSWER TO THE MARCH PUZZLER
The number I was looking for was 135. Several people
pointed out that 0 is a solution. Jack L. also noted that 144
works. However my lawyer noted, in turn, that solution
only works if we spell cat as caa or ctt. Good, if picky, work
from John K., Jack L., Andrew W., Cath C., and Ed B.
If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805)
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by
name all who submit a correct answer.

When winter wind chill and frosty nights seem to keep
coming back like a bad dream, fish are less likely to leave
their deep water home and visit the shallow zones. Chilly
weather and freezing nights have delayed spring-like
fishing this year. Just as sundials need sunlight to function,
game fish need sunlight and the warmer temperatures it
brings to trigger migration.
These longer hours of sunlight and the warmer
temperatures are the leverage that pry fish from the depths
and makes them accessible to anglers with cabin fever.
Persistent clouds that block sunlight or above average
periods of warm sunny weather can make the pages of
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April Calendar Highlights
1 April Fools’ Day
		 Lockwood Produce Exchange
4-5:30pm
4 Easter Sunday
		 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
8 Lockwood Produce Exchange
4-5:30pm
10 TAC Star Watch Party, Lake San
Antonio
			 South Shore
11 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
		 Board Meeting 1:15pm
15 Lockwood Produce Exchange
4-5:30pm
18 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
22 Earth Day
		 Lockwood Produce Exchange 4-5:30
25 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
29 Lockwood Produce Exchange 4-5:30
May
2 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
		 Board Meeting 1:15pm
5 Cinco de Mayo
6 Lockwood Produce Exchange 4-5:30
9 Mother’s Day
		 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
13 Lockwood Produce Exchange 4-5:30
16 Hall Produce Exchange 11am-1pm

2020 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz; president@hesperiahall.com
Vice President – Bryan Cogdell
Secretary – Jean Thompson
Treasurer – Collin Riley
Directors – Cheryl Bryant Bruce, Margaret Hontos, Delfina Pineda, Jean Thompson,
Victoria Villegas
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon
Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095
Newsletter Staff – Sarah Leatherman, Barbara Walters
Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall

Send to: Treasurer, 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)

Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad.
Submit payment and business card or text to Hesperia Hall Foundation Treasurer, 51602
Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA 93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at

carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members.
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.
Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

