
News from the Board
by Beth Winters

The Hesperia Hall Board of Directors 
is soliciting input from Hall members 
regarding the proposed Hall Preservation 
Project. The Board has settled on three 
possible alternatives outlined below as Option I, Option II, 
and Option III.

Household and individual members in good standing 
are requested to circle the option they favor and return the 
survey to:

• Any Board member. Board members are listed on 
back page of Newsletter.

• By mail to: 51602 Hesperia Hall Road, Bradley, CA  93426
• By email to: hesperiahall@yahoo.com. Indicate 

preferred option: Option I, Option II, or Option III.
Additional comments will be considered. 
Please print your name (or household name) on 

the survey. Please also remit your membership dues if 
applicable. To be considered, surveys must be returned no 
later than April 30, 2019. Thank you for your participation.

Option I:
Description: Contract out or use volunteer labor to 

repair and seal the existing wood siding; replace severely 
damaged siding individually as needed. Use products such 
as Durham’s wood putty or Bondo to fill holes, cracks, 
seams.  Sand and paint or stain over to match existing 
wood. Final stage of this option is to apply a protective coat 
of oil once the repairs are completed.  

Option II:
Description: Install furring on the outside existing 

exterior attached through the existing siding into wall 
studs, apply rigid exterior insulation, wrap the building 
protectively, apply fiber cement board siding with a similar 
profile to the existing material and painted in a similar color. 
This option leaves the original material intact, protected 
and visible from the interior. 

Option III:
Description:  Apply Option II only to the Hall’s non-

original rear portion, leaving the original front portion 
unchanged for the time being. Option Two allows for a trial 
of the methods and materials, leaving a clear delineation 
between original and later construction. 

If you have any questions, please contact a Board 
member.

The Hesperia Hall Foundation Board of Directors 
meets at the Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Hall members are welcome to attend.

Potluck for this month will begin at 7:00 pm on 
Friday, April 19, at Hesperia Hall. A program on 
recycling will follow. Bring a dish to share and join 
your friends and neighbors for dinner.

Pre-Potluck Grafting Class: As in years past, Jim and Bridget 
Ritterbush of the Central Coast CRFG (California Rare Fruit 
Grower’s Organization) joined locals for the annual apple tree 
grafting, demonstration/class prior to the March potluck. The 
Ritterbushes are longtime and valued friends of the Hall, sharing 
their expertise and skills with all who want to learn grafting 
skills. Photo by Collin Riley
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Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

Hesperia Hall Scholarship selections are being made 
in April for local aspiring college and technical school 
students for academic year 2019-2020. The Hesperia Hall 
Board of Directors has designated the potluck on July 19 
as Scholarship Night. We will present scholarships and 
provide the opportunity for short presentations from current 
and past scholarship recipients. Mark your calendars, as it 
will be a wonderful summer evening to meet our inspiring 
youngsters in pursuit of their dreams.

We would like to thank the anonymous donor for gift 
donations in memory of Don Bragg and Pedro Rodriguez. 
Don and his wife Sandy lived in Bryson-Hesperia for many 
years; they were a consistent and welcome presence at 
numerous Hall events. Pedro is Delfina Pineda’s dad; he 
made many trips down here from Salinas for family and 
Hall events. Our condolences go out to Sandy and the Bragg 
family, along with Delfina and her extended family.

This year’s Hall raffle quilt is in the intense hand 
quilting phase. It will be revealed during April and tickets 
will go on sale, with all proceeds going to the Scholarship 
Fund.  

If you would like to make a direct individual donation 
to the fund, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall 
Scholarship, put “Scholarship Fund” on the memo line, 
and send to Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, 
Bradley, CA 93426, or give your check to any Board member 
at a Hall event.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall 
scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college 
savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 
or Lois Lindley at (805) 472-9556.

Hall Cleanup Day April 27th
by Ed Buntz

Our annual Hesperia Hall Chicken Barbecue and 
White Elephant Sale will take place on Sunday, April 28th. 
As always, we will conduct a cleanup day on Saturday, 
April 27, 9:00 am until 12:00 pm. If you are available, please 
come out and assist with the effort to prepare the Hall for 
Sunday’s activities. 

We will be moving picnic tables into place, cleaning 
inside the Hall and setting up tables and chairs, cutting 
weeds and raking as needed, clearing and preparing 
upper and lower parking areas, cleaning the kitchen and 
all three refrigerators, trimming bushes in front of the Hall, 
ensuring the barbecue pit area is clean and tables are ready 
for the cooking team/serving line, cleaning windows, and 
anything else that will benefit the Hall and support overall 
maintenance. Feel free to bring any useful tools or cleaning 
products. Also, any students that help at the Hall can use 
their time to meet Community Service credits.  We welcome 
all the help we can get!

Bryson-Hesperia Bakers On Call — Again
by Beth Winters

It really has not been very long since the dessert-
intensive holidays, yet here we go again. With Chicken 
Barbecue and White Elephant Auction looming on Sunday, 

April 28, it is time for local bakers to riffle through their 
recipes, turning first to pastry, of course. Dessert-intensive 
equals labor-intensive, after all. 

The ten-dollar ticket for an adult meal includes a half 
chicken, beans, salad, French bread and — wait for it— a 
dessert. Wouldn’t you just know. This doesn’t happen 
without bakers pulling out all the stops. Typically, pies are 
at a premium, but other delectable sweets have their time at 
center stage (center table?) as well.

There is a Hall reputation at stake here, dear local 
bakers. There is tradition, for goodness sakes! For the 
dessert conscious in our neighborhood, the end of the meal 
is the highpoint, the focal point, the epitome, the pièce de 
résistance. Let us not disappoint. Break out your best moves 
for Chicken Barbecue 2019, esteemed bakers.

Please deliver your contributions to the Country 
Kitchen before 10:30 am on Sunday, April 28. And thank 
you, each and all.
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Donate for the White Elephant Sale
by Delfina Pineda

Whether you are a diligent person pursuing spring 
cleaning, or trendy and doing the Marie Kondo method, or 
just someone willing to support a worthy effort, there are 
probably plenty of perfectly useable things taking up space 
and no longer sparking joy for you. Now is the time to put 
aside those items and reclaim that precious space. Clothes 
have to go to Good Will or another worthy destination, but 
the rest might find new homes at the Hesperia Hall White 

Elephant Sale which concludes the April 28 Chicken Barbecue.
All proceeds from the auction stay with the Hall to 

maintain the building and grounds and to fund its various 
activities. Please bring donated items to the Hall during 
Produce Exchange on Sunday, April 21 between 11:00 am 
and 1:00 pm. If an alternative time is needed, call Delfina 
Pineda at (831) 682-3087 to make special arrangements. We 
accept all types of donations except large furniture, large 
appliances, or clothing.

Thank you for supporting this community organization.
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Dutton Hotel Cleanup Volunteers from the SMC Rural Coalition and SAVHA worked alongside a Monterey County crew in a recent 
cleanup of the Dutton Hotel ruins in Jolon. Most of the debris removed was from the collapse of the temporary shelter built by the Army 
decades ago. More work is planned, including preserving and augmenting the site as an historical point of interest. Photo courtesy of 
Patricia Ashe-Woodfill.
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Farewell to Bryson Hesperia
by Robert and Esthela Comstock

Dear Bryson Hesperia Family and Friends,
When Esthela and I purchased our piece of land off 

Bryson-Hesperia, we thought it would be a nice place 
where we could picnic. It seemed so remote. But when 
we started to come to the potluck events, we felt an 
overwhelming warm embrace from the Community to 
our whole family. Our kids were little; they grew up here 
enjoying the tranquility; they made friends that to this day 
are called brothers and sisters. 

This little paradise has quality people who know how 
to be supportive and giving. In this little paradise, we were 
able to have a beautiful orchard where we grow lemons, 
tangerines, apples, pears, plums, grapes, pomegranates… 
just to name a few.

We would like to especially thank the Scholarship 
Board, Ed, Lois and all who worked hard to make possible 

Music Night
by Collin Riley

At seven o’clock on March 9, amateur musicians 
gathered their thoughts and their instruments, and 
entered Hesperia Hall. As Leo Tolstoy liked to say, “All 
professionals are alike; each amateur is amateur in her own 
unique way,” or something to that effect. In any case, the 
musicians did not want any money, and nobody had to pay 
any, so that part was good. 

Collin Riley kicked it off with some original music about 
broken hearts and broken guitars. Jack Lindley brought us 
two gorgeous finger style pieces on guitar, Red-Haired 
Boy and Off to California. Rachel Denny played stunning, 
skillful renditions of some Celtic tunes and an original 
piece that began its life as a songwriting assignment from 
her guitar teacher many years ago. Haunting lyrics about 
the sea and a mythical island captivated and inspired 
us. Daphne Denny then joined on violin for some of the 
most beautiful guitar/fiddle duet music one could hear 
anywhere. Lastly, Charles Ewing improvised some music, 
then distributed song sheets for a singalong of American 
Pie by Don Mac Lean.

The word “amateur” in many cases, unfortunately, 
denotes ineptness. In business, we have a concept of “non-
profit” activities. This is more in keeping with the meaning 
intended, where an activity is conducted for the value 
and joy of the activity, not for money. Please join us at the 
next open mic Music Night on Saturday, April 13, at 7:00 
pm. Amateur performers are welcome and spectators are 
encouraged to attend, no charge.

the scholarships given to Maria, Eileen, and Robert III. 
They have made good use of the financial support.

Due to some health issues, we have decided to leave 
this amazing area, but our hearts will stay with the many 
friends we made over the years. We always felt secure and 
loved, and hope that you felt the same with us.

It is with heavy hearts we have to say, “Until we meet 
again.” We know the road to this hidden wonderful place, 
so you might see us again. 

                               —Robert and Esthela Comstock.
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Star Party at the Lake
by Beth Winters

On Saturday, April 6, The Astronomy Connection 
(TAC) invites the Hesperia Hall community to the 
overflow campground at South Lake San Antonio. There 
the astronomers, who travel from Novato through San 
Diego to reach us, will delight in sharing their passion for 
their hobby and for our spectacular dark skies. We have 
been their guests at both Whisper Canyon Campground 
and South Shore for many years now, in the spring and fall. 
Each season offers new celestial marvels to be witnessed 
through a whole range of telescopes, several of which 
are even affordable, that treat you to a world previously 
unseen. 

Be advised that the County has increased the day 
use park fee from $10 to $15 per car at the gate (ouch). 
Carpool if you can, and please arrive at dusk or earlier, 
before headlights are needed. Our hosts will make viewing 
available as soon as the skies darken. Please consider 
parking with headlights pointing away from the main 
viewing field to avoid creating light pollution when you 
leave. Also, if you can, bring a flashlight with a red lens, 
or covered with red plastic wrap, to help guide you back 
to the car.

For more details about the event and to post questions, 
go to calstar.observers.org.

Young Community Filmmakers
Bethany and Abigail Reinstedt, both Bryson-born, are 

widely known in the Bryson-Hesperia/Lockwood areas 
and have been connected with Hesperia Hall from their 
youngest days. Recently, as the final for their homeschool 
Film Production class last semester, the sisters made a short 
film, Chosen, which, early in March, they entered into the 
Christian Youth Film Festival in Bakersfield. Their film won 
three awards: Best Application of Scripture, Best Actress 
(for Abigail), and second place for Best Picture.

Chosen was filmed locally in Bryson and Lockwood. 
The young filmmakers completed the production in four 
weeks from concept to wrap, including all writing, filming, 
sound recording, and editing. The criteria for the festival 
were that films be ten minutes or less, not including credits, 
that they be Biblically-based, and that all significant roles 
and production work (not including supporting actors and 
minor tasks such a holding reflectors, etc.) be done by youth 
eighteen years or younger. The film is inspired by cowboy 
singer Michael Martin Murphy’s song “The Kill Pen,” 
which he granted them permission to use.

People can see the film by going to YouTube and 
searching for Reinstedt4films and then selecting Chosen.

Congratulations, Bethany and Abigail, on great 
teamwork, creativity, and enterprise. 
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San Antonio School Modernization Update
Dear San Antonio Elementary Parents and Community 

Members, 
In June of 2016, the Lockwood Community voted to 

make an investment in the students of our community 
through the passage of a bond that is allowing for significant 
modernization to occur on the San Antonio campus. 

The main building is being remodeled with a focus 
on student safety and modern learning facilities. A clearly 
defined front entrance to the school will be constructed 
along with a modern library and learning center, larger 
multi-purpose room, conference areas, and office space. 
The library/learning center is being moved into what was 
formerly the computer lab. 

On Monday, March 4, the front office is being relocated 
to Room 15. There will be signs to direct you when you 
come on campus. 

Construction is scheduled to begin by the end of March 
beginning with library/learning center, front entrance, and 
office. The multi-purpose room/cafeteria will be under 
construction during the summer when students are out of 
school. 

During this time, as always, student safety is our 
first and foremost concern. San Antonio is working with 
Wysong Construction to cordon off the area being worked 
on so that it is not accessible to students. 

The kitchen will operate as usual and students will 
have access to the current library and cafeteria for the 
remainder of the school year. 

Official updates on the project will be available at the 
monthly school board meetings on the second Tuesday of 
each month. 

We thank you, the community, for the investment in 
our students and our school! 

Pam Hernandez
Superintendent/Principal,  
San Antonio Union Elementary School District 
February 25, 2019

Cooking from the Garden
by Kate Snell

One vegetable that 
grows new stalks even 
when the high temperatures 
for the day are in the fifties 
is bok choy. Start seed in 
the ground in mid to late 
September or early October 
in well-amended soil. With 
luck, you may start cutting 
your first stalks in November or so. Bok choy loves to bolt 
with the first warm days in spring, so be prepared. You 
may want to make a second planting in early spring for 
later spring harvest. I usually cut outer stalks as I need 
them through the growing season, although harvesting 
the entire plant is preferred with baby bok choy.  Bok choy 
is a versatile vegetable that can be used in stir fries, Asian 
soups, Thai curries, or simply braised. Mushrooms pair 
well with this Asian vegetable as in the following recipe:

Bok Choy with Shitake Mushrooms
1 ½ cups bok choy cut into ¼” x 3” rectangles
1 cup thinly sliced shitake mushrooms
1 tsp. minced garlic
1 tsp. finely minced ginger
2 Tbsps. vegetable oil
2 Tbsps. mirin or other rice wine
1 tsp. sesame oil

Heat oil in sauté pan over medium heat. Add 
mushrooms and sauté for approximately 5 minutes. Add 
bok choy, garlic, and ginger, and cook for an additional 1 to 
2 minutes. Add mirin or rice wine plus sesame oil and cook 
for one minute more, then remove from the heat. Serve 
with rice, fish, or poultry.
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Fishing with Rich
by Rich Lingor

Usually by the time you really 
need your sunscreen, fish have 
already been in a cooperative 
mood for a few weeks. The 
predictable pattern of some of the 
fish testing the shallows at the first 
chance to break free of winter’s 
bondage of deeper regions of the 
lake was on schedule, but the 
weather was unusually erratic. 
Stretches of warmer overnight lows abruptly shifted to 
freezing nighttime weather that would make penguins feel 
like they needed earmuffs. Rainstorms that were filling 
our lakes were a mixture of Arctic big chills and warm 
Pineapple Express. The fish wanted the warmer water and 
anglers wanted the warmer, beautiful days.

When the variables seemed to be becoming more 
favorable, one more obstacle greeted fisherman and the fish 
— muddy water. The water seemed like you could walk 
on it. The few fish that could find their way or stumbled 
into the shallower zones, probably couldn’t see to feed 
or bite the lure that you had been waiting all winter to 
share with them. Here is the good news to add to the lake 
getting refilled: The early and late groups of fish have been 
bunching up as they wait for conditions to improve. So all 
of that fishing that you missed while the weather was funky 
has been on hold and waiting for you, too.

The Fishing with Rich Field Research team tested the 
waters on the editor’s deadline for this article. The behind-
schedule water temperature has finally gotten up off of 
the floor and the fish have perked up. The water clarity 
has shifted from extra muddy to just heavily stained. Bass, 
crappie, bluegill, and white bass have all come out to play. 
The days are getting longer and warmer. The scenery 
around the lakes is spectacular, and the fish are biting, so 
let’s go fishing!

Boat launching at Lake San Antonio shifts from Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday only to seven days a week on May 1, 
South Shore only until further notice.           —Tight Lines!

True Life Youth Group News
by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor and Youth Leader, True Life 
Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

Thanks to all who donated, prayed, counseled, and 
encouraged, our high school Hume Lake trip at the end 
of February was a special time and especially beautiful for 
all of the snow on the ground. We took ten youth group 
participants and four counselors. The speaker was no holds 
barred, talking to the young people in a very straight-
forward way about the things they are facing in this culture 
and the choices they have to make. 

As we look ahead, we have multiple April and May 
youth groups planned before we take a break for summer, 
and (thanks to so many people) we have dinners provided 
for every meeting.

If any youth grades 6–12 is interested in the True Life 
Youth Group, we encourage you to call us at (805) 472-9325. 
It is open to all whether or not their families attend True 
Life Christian Fellowship.

The Puzzler
Can you find a set of operations to perform to make this 

equation true?  1   1   1   1   =   5  Be creative and try for more 
than one way.

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S PUZZLER
Slide the two up to make it an exponent, or move one 

dash to switch the negative and equals sign. Don U., John 
K., and Ed B. again take the prize.

If you know the answer to this month’s Puzzler, email 
it to twalters314@earthlink.net, or call the Puzzler at (805) 
472-2884. Unless it is someone directly involved with the 
production of this newsletter, we will acknowledge by 
name all who submit a correct answer.

Hesperia Hall Membership Application/Renewal Form
Checks ($20 per household) payable to Hesperia Hall

Mail to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email address _________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

I prefer my newsletter (please check one) mailed to my physical address _______ OR emailed to me _______

Happy Easter

- 7 -



News from the Hall
51602 Hesperia Hall Road
Bradley, CA 93426

www.hesperiahall.org

Presorted Standard
US Postage

Paid
Permit 163 AMS

Paso Robles, CA

2019 Hesperia Hall Officers/Directors
President – Beth Winters
Vice President/Scholarship – Ed Buntz
Secretary – Collin Riley Treasurer – Tammy Allen
Directors – Charles Ewing, Meg Hontos, Rupert Lyle, Delfina Pineda, and Victoria Villegas
Membership – Carol Kenyon Hall Historian – Janice Smith-Ramseier
Hall Scheduling – Carol Kenyon Maintenance – David Villegas
Angelina Fund – Beth Winters – (805) 472-2095; beth@bullseyesign.com
Newsletter Staff – Barbara Walters, Sarah Leatherman

Annual Hall Membership – $20/Household, payable to Hesperia Hall
Send to Carol Kenyon, 75529 Deer Pass Road, Bradley, CA 93426. Membership supports a local 
community organization.

Advertising in News fron the Hall (Circulation over 300 local residences)
Ad fee is $100 per 11-issue year for a business-card size ad or $10 for a single issue ad. Submit 
payment and business card or text to Tammy Allen, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 
93426.

Schedule an event at the Hall Contact Carol Kenyon at (805) 729-0490 or at
carol.tintent@gmail.com. Alternate: Ed Buntz at (805) 472-2070 or at hesperiahall@yahoo.com.

Submit articles to: bwhallnews@gmail.com, seleathermanhallnews@gmail.com, or mail to 
Barbara Walters, 53075 Smith Rd., Bradley, CA 93426

News from the Hall is published 11 times per year by the Hesperia Hall Foundation under the auspices 
of its elected Board of Directors. It is an informational community newsletter and the editorial views 
expressed therein are not neccessarily those of the Hesperia Hall Foundation or its Board members. 
Articles and advertisements presented within come from various sources for which there can be no 
warranty of responsibility by the Publishers as to their accuracy, content, and completeness.

Visit the Hesperia Hall website at www.hesperiahall.org where this newsletter is available along 
with additional news and photos, a history of the Hall, and scholarship application forms. The 
site is updated monthly by webmaster David Phillips.

April Calendar Highlights
 1 Cesar Chavez Day observed
 2 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
 3 Home Bureau 12-2pm
 6 Star Party dusk
 7 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm 
 9 Yoga 6pm
 12 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 13 Open Mic at the Hall 7pm
 14 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 16 Yoga 6pm
  SMCERTA at St. Luke’s 7:15 pm
 17 Home Bureau
 19 Potluck Dinner 7pm
 21 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Easter Sunday
 23 Yoga 6pm
 28 Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
  Chicken BBQ and Auction 11am
 30 Yoga 6pm
 May 1 Home Bureau 12-2pm
 5 Cinco de Mayo
  Produce Exchange 11am-1pm
 7 Yoga 6pm
  Board Meeting at the Hall 7pm
 10 Bingo at Harden Center 6pm
 11 Dutch Oven Cookoff, Lockwood,  
  Noon
  Open Mic at the hall 7pm


