Hesperia Hall April Newsletter

Join Us at the Chicken BBQ
by Janice Smith-Ramseier

Hesperia Hall’s annual fundraiser will take place Sunday, April 26, 2009, with delicious barbecued chicken being served from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. At 1:30, our White Elephant Auction will begin with plenty of humor, treasures, and “package deals.” If you have any auction donations, please contact Carla Martinez or Ann Brown for drop-off locations. (See article in this newsletter for details.) 

The beautiful Hesperia Hall 2009 Raffle Quilt will be unveiled, and tickets will be on sale for some lucky winner. The efforts by our talented local quilters have, again, produced a magnificent result! Funds from this effort are major in supporting our Scholarship Awards.

Come to our hills, enjoy a superb barbecue, renew friendships, visit with your neighbors, and go home with some treasures from the auction! Tickets are: $8.00 for adults; $4.00 for children (6-12); under 6 FREE. The price includes a meal of chicken, beans, salad, French bread, coffee or lemonade, and one FREE dessert. What a bargain! Soft drinks and water will be available for purchase.

We need bakers to help assure an abundant selection of desserts. Pies seem to be a favorite, but other baked goods are also welcome. If possible, bring your baked goods in disposable dishes, and deliver them to the Hesperia Hall kitchen the morning of the event.

We hope you will come join us. Bring your friends, a healthy appetite, and some cash for auction treasurers!

Round Up Those Elephants!

by Carla Martinez

The Hall’s annual Chicken Barbecue and White Elephant Sale is just around the corner, and we hope you are busy rounding up your elephants for the sale. You may drop off your donated items on Sunday, April 19th, during the Farmer’s Produce Exchange or on Wednesday, April 22nd, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Hall. Remember, we cannot take any clothing donations or large appliances or large furniture. If you have any questions, please call either Ann Brown at 472-9664 or Carla Martinez at 391-3185.

With the help of our generous donors and bidders, we are looking forward to another successful event! All proceeds from this auction will benefit the Hall Scholarship Fund.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
by Kate Snell

The annual Hesperia Hall Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Sunday, April 12, 2009, starting at 1:00 PM. Light refreshments will be provided. Please bring a basket or other container for gathering Easter finds.  Anyone interested in donating Easter eggs for the Hall may contact Kate Snell at 472-2070. 

Cinco de Mayo Celebration!
by Ed Buntz

Come on out to the potluck on April 17th, starting at 7:00 PM. The Pineda family has graciously volunteered to host again this year. Feel free to bring your favorite Mexican recipe and to dress up in appropriate attire to celebrate Cinco de Mayo! After the meal, there will be a piñata for the children for entertainment. The evening will be full of great costumes, wonderful company, and lots of fun!
Scholarship Report
by Ed Buntz

Scholarship applications have been received from local aspiring college and technical school students for academic year 2009 – 2010. The selection committee is meeting in April to choose our deserving recipients. King City High School (KCHS) graduates will receive their awards at the KCHS Scholarship Banquet in King City on May 28th. In addition, the Hesperia Hall Board has designated the potluck on July 17th as Scholarship Night. We will present the remaining scholarships and provide an opportunity for short presentations from current or past scholarship recipients. Mark your calendars, as it will be a wonderful summer evening to 

meet our inspiring youngsters in pursuit of their dreams!

The Scholarship Committee would like to express its gratitude to Andy Peterson and Carla Martinez for their generous annual donation through the Peterson Charitable Foundation. In addition to their significant financial support, Andy and Carla serve our local youth through deep community commitments in a wide range of activities. Thank you, Andy and Carla; keep up the good work!

Sadly, we lost another local stalwart in March, Dorothy Zurowski. Dorothy was a sweet, colorful, and generous lady who had a long tenure out on Smith Road. Dorothy loved our local community and actively supported the scholarship program before her health deteriorated. We have already received a donation in her memory from neighbors on Smith Road. If you would like to make a donation in memory of Dorothy, simply make out a check to Hesperia Hall Scholarship, put Dorothy Zurowski Memory on the memo line, and send to: Hesperia Hall, 51602 Bryson-Hesperia Road, Bradley, CA 93426, or give your check to any board member at a Hall event.

If you have any questions about the Hesperia Hall scholarship program or how to establish a 529 college savings account, please contact Ed Buntz at 472-2070 or Lois Lindley at 472-9556.

Fifth Annual Nature Walk
One of the Hall-sponsored events fast becoming a Bryson-Hesperia tradition is the annual nature walk led by local naturalist Charles Ewing and this year hosted by Connie Decile. Connie will guide the walk, and Charles will elucidate and illuminate en route, pointing out and discussing the natural phenomena participants will be observing. If you are interested in doing a fairly strenuous hike among neighbors and friends, and learning a thing or two as you do so, please join this fifth annual walk.

The walk will begin on Saturday, April 11, at 10:00 AM. Participants should meet at Hesperia Hall at 9:30 AM. From the Hall, the group will carpool to the trailhead at Connie Decile’s residence at 75920 Wild Boar Lane, and from there proceed on their adventure. Be sure to dress for the weather and wear good hiking shoes. Bring water and a lunch; the group will stop at a pleasant spot for a picnic lunch.

Again, the walk will be moderately strenuous, so participants should gage their physical ability before deciding to participate.

Spring Has Sprung at the Hall!

 by Ed Buntz

The apple grafting class at the Hall on March 20th was a huge success! We celebrated the arrival of spring, learned how to graft varieties of apple onto semi-dwarf rootstock, and departed with one or more apple trees to plant at our homes. Some attendees purchased additional standard apple rootstock and took home scions to graft onto existing trees.

We would like to extend warmest thanks to Marv and Pet Daniels for having the initiative to bring the California Rare Fruit Grower’s (CRFG) Organization out to Hesperia Hall to conduct the class again this year. Marv gets additional kudos for braving the trip with a horrific case of poison oak on his lower legs. We would also like to acknowledge the thorough and entertaining job done by the lead instructor Joe Sabol, along with his able team comprised of Marv and Pet, Patti Schober, Bob Tullock, and Lynne Boisen. The demonstrations, explanations, responses to questions, and assistance to all the students were exemplary and very much appreciated. Everyone in attendance enjoyed the experience and should be able to employ their newfound knowledge throughout the community. We would also like to thank everyone who brought scions from their orchards to increase grafting options and to the donors of the one-gallon pots. Stay tuned for a follow up article in the months ahead on what to do with your grafted trees as they start growing.

Spring Comes in with a Lively Potluck

Perhaps because it was preceded by a highly successful tree grafting class at the Hall, perhaps because of perfect weather on the first day of spring — the vernal equinox, when days again grow longer than darkness — probably because of some combination of factors, the March potluck, hosted by Col. Riedler and family, saw an unusually large turnout for a non-holiday event. To an even greater degree than usual, the serving tables were filled with delicious contributions with the dessert selection especially plentiful. The generous offerings encouraged people to come back for seconds — and, one might suspect, even thirds. There was some mighty tempting stuff!

The Riedler family decorated the Hall with posters, mementos, and uniforms in a theme commemorating the 234th birthday of the U.S. Army on June 14. Unfortunately, this successful potluck with the Riedler family will not be repeated in coming years because, in mid-July, the colonel will be moving on to a new posting. Col. Kevin Riedler, his wife Beth, and Michaila and Rob Riedler have been good friends of the Hall. We will miss them even as we wish all of them the best as they move on. We thank the Riedler family for hosting, with the assistance of Maj. Michael Doyle, an especially cheerful, lively community potluck.
Bookmobile Back at Hesperia Hall

by Beth Winters

After a short absence due to inclement weather and mechanical problems, Bryson-Hesperia’s library connection is back on track. Barring very heavy rain, the South County Bookmobile will park at Hesperia Hall on alternate Tuesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 PM during daylight savings time. Check your Bryson-Hesperia Community Calendar 2009 for exact dates, or look for the sign on Bryson-Hesperia Road.

For your convenience, the book return box is again available inside the Hall. Welcome back to the Bookmobile and the wonderful staff from King City Library. We missed you!
SAN ANTONIO SCHOOL

february, 2009, student of the month:

2nd/3rd Grade

Character Award – Jessica Steele
7th Grade
Character Award – Bobby Comstock
2010 Calendar Newsflash!

by Jo Geary

Please take note: there are two important changes to the rules and boundaries for the 2010 calendar photo judging.

Due to the large and enthusiastic turnout at previous photo judging, we have decided to hold the event on a SATURDAY evening this year instead of including it with the monthly potluck dinner. In the past people have been torn between eating dinner and completing their judging at a leisurely pace. Wine and hors d'oeuvres will be available as usual, accompanied by music by local musicians. The Hall will be open from 5:00 PM until 9:00 PM, so you may stop by before or after dinner to participate. Remember, everybody may join in the judging; it is not restricted to Hall members.

In order to bring in a bit more variety and to include our Lockwood neighbors, we have decided to extend the boundary within which photos may be taken. This year’s area will include the 93426 zip code area, plus will extend as far as the Harden Center (Lockwood Community Center) and St. Luke’s Church (near the entrance to Fort Hunter Liggett). These are experimental changes to our regular rules, and you will be given a chance to voice your opinions on your photo judging form.

2010 Calendar Photo Entry Rules

  1.  Only current Hall members may submit entries. 

  2.  Up to 4 entries may be submitted per member

  3.  Entries must be taken within the Bradley zip code area, plus as far as the Harden Center, Lockwood, and St. Luke’s church, Jolon.

  4.  Entries are to be 8x10 or 8x12 vertical (portrait) color format. (Please also submit a disc of the digital file, if possible.)

  5.  Write your name and the picture’s approximate location or title, in pencil, on the back of each entry.

  6.  Past entries may be re-submitted if they have not been included in a previous calendar.

  7.  Entry deadline is Monday, June 1st.

  8.  Photo judging is Saturday, June 6th, 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

This year’s Calendar Committee is made up of Jo Geary, Marlen Richardson, Silas Denny, Joan Steele, and Charles Rowley. You may submit entries at any time to a committee member, bring them to a Farmers Market, or arrange pick up. If you have any questions or wish to arrange pick up of entries, please call (805) 472-0429.
True Life Youth Group News

by Erick Reinstedt (Pastor & Youth Leader, True Life Christian Fellowship) and Mary Ann Reinstedt

It has been an exciting time for our youth group. At the end of February, we went to Hume Lake with our middle schoolers. There were sixteen local youth who went, and it seemed to be a great time for all of them. The speaker really connected with the youth, and there was enough snow around to make it a great play time as well. For many of these youth, this is their only experience with snow they can touch, as well as their first time seeing the giant Sequoias! Our boys made it to the final two teams of the Broom Hockey tournament (Hume Lake's "Superbowl" event). Though they didn't win, our "country kids" made our area proud against teams from really large churches

The youth also won the creative category of the Box Sled blitz, a contest in which each church enters one sled made entirely of cardboard and duct tape. Our kids made a giant Vans tennis shoe which four of them rode down the tube run in the competition. We looked great going down, but went sideways and then backwards, so we didn't quite earn the "oohs and ahhhs" on the jump and for speed that we needed to win the whole thing.

In March, softball started up at the school in Lockwood. As coach, I, Erick, was glad to see thirteen youth from our youth group join the team (about a third of the team). After the first practice on the 13th, we had pizza, salad, and soda across the street at the church for the youth groupers, and we played ping pong, shared silliness, and hung out until youth group began at 6:30. It was a wonderful afternoon and evening which we all enjoyed and plan to repeat again at the next youth night, March 27th. All youth, grades 6-12, are welcome in the youth group. Please call us for times and information. Erick & Mary Ann Reinstedt (805) 472-9325.
What to Do in the Garden this Month
by Carolyn Lingor

Spring is finally here. Hooray! By midmonth, our chance of another frost will be gone, so it’s time to kick the garden into high gear. All summer vegetable and flower seeds started indoors can go out into the garden as soon as they are large enough. Don’t forget to harden them off first by leaving them outdoors for increasingly long periods of time before planting them into their new homes. You can also plant seeds and newly purchased plants directly in the garden now.

Cool weather vegetables that were already directly sown into the garden should be thinned as needed. For vegetables such as lettuce, you can just clip off some of the shoots to eat. Now is the time to divide and plant dahlias and continue to plant other perennials such as daylilies, coral bells (heuchera), ornamental sage (saliva), and clematis. I like to seed right over my spring bulbs with annuals like cosmos or zinnias, which will hide the ripening foliage as the bulbs go back into dormancy. Now is also the time to start fertilizing your entire garden including fruit trees.

Most important of all, get out there and enjoy the beautiful blue sky, chirping birds, and little green shoots popping out everywhere. Happy gardening.
Cooking from the Garden

by Linda Plumb

Last month Kate Snell shared an article on growing cabbage and provided a really wonderful recipe. It reminded me that I have had the great good fortune of having had some wonderful, simple family recipes handed down to me. Here is one that my father shared that came from his mother, a Pennsylvania Dutch woman.

Ernie Walk’s Sauerkraut

1 cup pickling salt to 20 pounds cabbage (do not count the core)

Put about 2 inches shredded cabbage in a crock, sprinkle with a little salt, and mix, pushing down. Repeat until finished. Place plate on top, weighted down with a filled quart jar. Put netting over the crock and let work 2 weeks or until ready. Skim mold every few days.

Put in hot jars and process in hot water bath for 30 minutes. If more liquid is needed, add 2 tablespoons salt to 1 quart water.

One of the best treats of spring is asparagus. John planted his asparagus a good twenty years ago and finally, just a few years ago, we needed to replace the crowns. Unfortunately, the gophers found those little goodies, but we are still enjoying the few survivors. The important thing to remember is that asparagus takes a little TLC the first year or two, but it is so worth it. When your crowns have been in the ground at least two years, you can treat yourself to the first harvest in the spring. Harvest when the sprouts are small, and cut carefully below the ground line. You also want to try to walk carefully in your planting bed because you never know where the next tender, sweet sprout will peek through. One of our friends planted his crowns in an old feed trough so he could avoid that problem, and it worked well.

The recipe below I found a few years back when we had a bumper crop, and it turned out to be a favorite.

Hope you enjoy!

Asparagus

For White Sauce:
2 TBSP butter or margarine

2 TBSP all-purpose flour

1/2 teaspoon salt

dash pepper

2 cups milk

2 lbs. fresh asparagus, cut crosswise in 1 1/2" pieces and steamed until crisp- tender

4 hard boiled eggs, sliced

1/4 cup cracker crumbs

2 TBSP butter or margarine melted

2-3 TBSP blue cheese crumbles

Melt 2 TBSP butter, blend in flour, salt and pepper. Add milk all at once; cook, stirring constantly, till mixture thickens and bubbles.

Arrange 1/2 the cooked asparagus and all the egg slices in bottom of 8x8x2 baking dish.

Add half the white sauce. Top with remaining asparagus and sauce. Toss crumbs with butter; sprinkle on top of sauce. Sprinkle with blue cheese crumbles.

Bake at 325-350 for 30-35 minutes, or until heated through. (Serves 6)
Naturalist Notebook:

Over the Mountain to the Sea, Part 1

by Charles Ewing 

Bryson-Hesperia is nestled in rural beauty just below the inland side of the Santa Lucia Mountains.  For those of us fortunate enough to live here, it is easy to forget that just over that narrow mountain range, about fourteen miles as the crow flies, lies the Earth’s largest body of water. I grew up overlooking that vast Pacific Ocean and spent much of my youth upon its surface or immersed within in its cool, moving water. That ocean’s salt is still in my veins, and several times a year I need to go to its source and reconnect and refresh my body and mind. 
How different that ocean world is from our Bryson-Hesperia home. There, our senses are bathed in sights, sounds, and smells that are distinctly the sea. Just drive over the mountain in July, and you know how different the weather is. It’s a clear, scorching 105º F at home and a foggy 60º F on the coast. How different the plants and animals are by the sea. Put on some old shoes or water sandals, and explore a tide pool at ebb. You will discover a world that might be from another planet. Just sit and watch the myriad seabirds and shorebirds as they go about their unique lives—soaring gulls, cruising and diving pelicans, sandpipers, curlews, avocet, and dowitchers—scurrying and dibbling along the beach. 

Walking along a lonely stretch of beach is a favorite activity for Liz and me. While we feel the cold sand and waves embrace our bare feet and legs, our eyes and minds can wander off to the far horizon. We stop often to pick up an interesting shell or wave-shined stone. We watch porpoise and seas lions playing just beyond the surf line. The ocean has more moods than there are descriptions, from wild crashing waves and roaring winds under leaden skies to water so tranquil and sky-reflected blue that we might try to walk out upon it.

Next month I’ll write about becoming immersed in that great sea over the mountain. 
The Puzzler

Here is a classic problem for all 4H’ers (and everyone else) out there. If calves cost $10, piglets cost $3, and chicks are $0.50 each, find a way to buy 100 animals for exactly $100.
Answers to last month’s puzzler:
Many of you recognized that the number 8,549,176,320 uses each of the digits once, but according to my calculations there are over three million such numbers. This one is unique because the digits are in alphabetical order.
Next month we will start printing the name of the first reader to solve the puzzler. Send your answers to bwhallnews@gmail.com. The answer to this month’s puzzler will appear in the next issue of News from the Hall.









